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STANDLEE (EARLE ) LANTERN SLIDES COLLECTION, UNDATED 
 

Descriptive Summary 
Title: Earle Standlee lantern slides collection 
Dates: undated 
Accession Number(s): 2003-002 
Extent: 81 glass lantern slides 
Language: Materials are written in English. 
 
Biographical Note: 

Earle Glenn Standlee (1895-1988) was a Major General Surgeon in the Army Forces Far 
East and Eighth U.S. Army. Born October 21, 1895, Standlee grew up in Texas, going 
on to graduate from Baylor University School of Medicine. Standlee served in the first 
and second World Wars, and Korean War. He was married to librarian and historian, 
Mary Walker Standlee.  
 
In World War II, Standlee’s military career spanned several theaters of operations, 
serving as chief medical purchasing and contracting officer for the Army Chief 
Surgeon’s Office, European Theater of Operations in 1942 before moving to a similar 
position in North Africa in 1943. Eventually promoted from Lieutenant Colonel to 
Colonel, Standlee would serve as the Chief Surgeon of Mediterranean Theatre of 
Operations until the end of the war. Standlee would return from the war, holding 
positions in the Office of the Surgeon General and Department of Defense. In 1952, he 
was promoted to Major General and served as Command Surgeon, Army Forces Far 
East and Eighth U.S. Army, stationed in Japan.  
 
Standlee retired upon his return from Japan, but continued to review military medical 
history publications for the Office of the Surgeon General.  
 
Earle Standlee passed away February 1, 1988. 
 
Sadao Watanabe (1913-1996) was a Japanese artist associated with the mingei (folk art) 
movement, well known for his rendering of the biblical gospel in a Japanese context, 
and for his use of the Katazome folk craft of dyeing textiles. Watanabe was born July 7, 
1913 in Tokyo, Japan. Watanabe was trained in cloth dying early in his life, learning 
the art of Katazome, a paste and stencil technique for coloring textiles. He later 
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evolved this technique under the tutelage of the master folk artists, Keizuke Serizawa, 
learning how to utilize the Katazome technique on paper rather than cloth. 
 
Born a Buddhist, Watanabe was introduced to Christianity at an early age, but was 
originally apprehensive about the western religion. After overcoming a two-year 
struggle with tuberculosis as a young man, Watanabe felt that the eventual healing 
came about through the power of prayer. Set on converting to Christianity, Watanabe 
was baptized in 1930. With his new commitment to Christianity, Watanabe chose to 
combine his dedication to the faith with his artistic interests. His career would be 
defined by a perceived mission to spread the gospel but via the traditional artistic 
traditions of Japan, and to emphasize what he perceived as the universality of the 
Christian message. 
 
Watanabe passed away January 8, 1996.  
 
Mary W. Standlee and possibly Earle Standlee were in contact with Sadao Watanabe 
during their stay in Japan. Serving as a missionary at the time, Mary W. Standlee 
wrote a profile on Watanabe for the September 1957 issue of the Presbyterian Survey. 
Additionally, a relative of Earle Standlee recalled that Standlee was friends with a 
well-known artist in Japan who created a pen and ink drawing of the 12 apostles for a 
Standlee family member. These details may provide a better understanding of the 
motivation behind Standlee’s collection of the slides. 
  
Other artists represented in this collection are unknown. 
 
Source: Standlee, Mary Walker. “A Talent For God.” Presbyterian Survey 47, no. 9 
(September 1957): 22-25. 

 
Scope and Contents: 

This collection consists of 81 glass lantern slides, separated into two series: the Sadao 
Watanabe series, and the Japanese art and artifacts series. The origins of the items are 
unclear. According to the donor, it’s possible that they were at one point used as 
teaching tools in China by missionaries. Additionally, Watanabe and Earle Standlee 
may have been friends with each other, their relationship possibly resulting in 
Standlee’s interest in collecting the slides. 
 
The Sadao Watanabe series contains 57 slides, consisting of 2 portrait slides of 
Watanabe, 15 slides depicting the story of Samson in Judges, 22 slides depicting Isaiah 
35, 5 color slides depicting an unidentified story, 12 slides depicting Revelations 22, 1 
slide depicting Numbers 21:9, 2 slides entitled the Story of Ruth, and 1 unidentified 
slide. The 15 slides depicting Judges have been described at the item level, noting the 
passages to which each slide refers.  
 



Earle Standlee Lantern Slides Collection, Page 3 of 4 
 Box  Slide  Contents    

 
Japanese Art and Artifacts contains 24 slides depicting Japanese art work and photos of 
Japanese objects such as figurines and cups. 
 
All slides are fragile and should be handled with care, but slides in series II are overly-
fragile, coming unglued.  Researchers should use gloves and handle all items on a flat 
surface.  

 
Processing Information: 

Processed by Rodrigo Leal, Archives Assistant, July 2018.  
 
Restrictions: 

Materials are available by appointment only. Contact the archivist for details. 
 
Index Terms: 

Standlee, Earle, 1895-1988. 
Standlee, Mary W. (Mary Walker) 
Watanabe, Sadao, 1913-1996. 
Art, Japanese--20th century. 

 Christianity--Japan. 
 Lantern slides. 

Mingei (Art). 
 
Preferred Citation: Earle Standlee lantern slides collection, undated, Austin Seminary 

Archives, Stitt Library, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary 
 
Inventory: 
Box  Slide  Contents      
A037a   Series I: Sadao Watanabe, undated 

1-2    Watanabe portrait  
Judges 

   3     4:5-6 
4     5:8 
5     14:12-13 
6     15:1 
7     15:4-5 
8     15:15 
9     15:19 
10     16:3 
11     16:8 
12     16:8 duplicate 
13     16:19 
14     16:21 
15     16:29 
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16-37   Isaiah 
38-42   Ektachrome slides 

 
A038a  43-54   Revelations 

55    Numbers 
56-57   The Story of Ruth 
58    Unidentified slide 

 
Series II: Japanese art and artifacts, undated 

   59-81   Slides 
         


