
AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Fall 2019:  Course Offerings for Special Students and Auditors

FALL 2019: THE BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT

MMMM COURSES THAT CAN COUNT TOWARD DEGREE REQUIREMENTS (Refer to Catalogue for details)

Bi.102 Introduction to the Hebrew Bible Credits: 6

Prof: Neil Blumofe Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.  No Permission required.          

Meets: Wednesdays and Fridays, 10:00-11:20 a.m.

This course is a study of the Hebrew Bible as shaped by the varied circumstances in

which the faith and life of the believing communities found expression. 
Prereq.: none

 

Bi.108 Elementary Biblical Hebrew Credits: 6

Prof: Gregory Cuéllar gcuellar@austinseminary.edu Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.  Permission of professor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This course is designed to equip a student with basic reading skills in biblical Hebrew

making extensive use of selected readings from the Hebrew Bible.
Prereq.: none

 

FALL 2019: THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY

MMMM COURSES THAT CAN COUNT TOWARD DEGREE REQUIREMENTS (Refer to Catalogue for details)
 

CM.244 Introduction to Pastoral Care and Counseling: Care for, Stories, Systems and

Self

Credits: 6

Prof: Philip Browning Helsel Limit: none 

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Wednesdays, 12:30-1:50 p.m.; Fridays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This course promotes a holistic vision of the person-in-context, indicating how to

develop relationships of trust across differences with special attention to rural contexts.

Students study the structural factors, including prejudice and poverty, that impact

families and kin networks within congregational systems. The course examines special

topics such as suicide, intimate partner violence, and addiction. Bringing practices of

care and counseling to the minister's self-care means prioritizing opportunities for

reflection and savoring life.

Prerequisite(s):

none
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MMMM ELECTIVE COURSES – Department of the Church’s Ministry
 

CM.238 Pastoral Care of Families and Kin Networks Credits: 6

Prof: Philip Browning Helsel Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Thursdays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course examines theological, psychosocial, and cultural analyses of family life

and character development insofar as these perspectives inform pastoral work with

families. The significance of changes in the family or household as a primary social

unit is discussed. Students write research papers on problem areas of pastoral work

with families or engage in projects with families in parishes. 

Prerequisite(s):

none

 

CM.255a  Special Topics: New Church Development Credits: 6

Prof: Karen Horan Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students. No permission required. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

In this course, students explore God's call to church leadership amidst the expanding

landscape of the post-Christian world, including new expressions of church. Through

study and reflection, site visits to new churches, presentations by successful church

planters, lectures, and group processes, students develop a portfolio of best

practices for starting, funding, and leading. The final project is a plan to launch a

new church, new faith community, or a new ministry.

Prerequisite(s):

none

FALL 2019: THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

MMMM COURSES THAT CAN COUNT TOWARD DEGREE REQUIREMENTS (Refer to Catalogue for details)

TH.100 Introduction to the History of Christianity:  Apostolic Era to 1650 Credits: 6

Prof: David Johnson dwjohnson@austinseminary.edu Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of instructor required.

Meets: Wednesdays, 12:30-1:50 p.m.; Fridays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This course surveys the development of Christianity from the earliest communities

established by the apostles through the Reformation era. Attention is given to the

critical turning points for Christianity in relation to the state, the practice of worship

and piety, and institutional development.

Prerequisite(s):

none

Fall 2019 Offerings for Special Students and Auditors / June 25, 2019 / Page 2



TH.104 Theology:  Doctrines and Themes Credits: 6

Prof: Cynthia Rigby crigby@austinseminary.edu Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students. Permission of the professor required. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course explores the basic doctrines and themes of Christian systematic theology,

including: revelation, Trinity, creation, humanity, sin, christology, atonement, Holy

Spirit, church, and eschatology. Students learn basic theological vocabulary and are

invited to explore some of the main questions people of faith have always raised about

the relevance of Christian doctrine to their actual lives. Students study the theology of

John Calvin and are also introduced to a broad range of thinkers and ideas that have

shaped theological discourse through the centuries and into today. 

Prerequisite(s):

none

TH.204 Introduction to World Religions Credits: 6

Prof: Tiffany Puett Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required (but note prerequisites)

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

In this course students study the origin, history, basic beliefs, practice, and internal

diversity of several of the major religious traditions of the world – Buddhism,

Hinduism, Judaism, Islam – as well as two indigenous traditions. Students engage

participants in each of these traditions and visit worship sites for several traditions.

This course focuses on the process, etiquette and challenges of studying and

engaging another religious community; and the particular theological issues that

each of these traditions raises for Christians. 

Prerequisite(s):

TH.104 and

TH.106

 

TH.206 Biomedical Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Bill Greenway wgreenway@austinseminary.edu Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of instructor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This course focuses upon issues in biomedical ethics especially pertinent to Christian

pastors, chaplains, and counselors. Special attention is given to beginning- and

end-of-life issues (e.g., genetic screening, abortion, euthanasia), issues in animal

(including human) experimentation, transhumanism, and issues related to distribu-

tion of scarce resources and access to health care. Students gain familiarity with the

four-fold focus on the principles of autonomy, nonmaleficence, beneficence, and

justice that inform contemporary Western biomedical ethics and legal theory, as

well as the distinctive principles invoked by various Christian confessions. 

Prerequisite(s):

none
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TH.208 Environmental Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Bill Greenway wgreenway@austinseminary.edu Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of instructor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 4:00-5:20 p.m.

This course focuses on issues in environmental ethics from a Christian perspective.

Issues that may be considered include climate change, distribution and accessibility

of potable water, preservation of habitat, valuing and treatment of non-human

animals, endangered species, genetic engineering, environmental racism, popula-

tion, conservation, wilderness, as well as the use, preservation, and distribution of

limited resources. The courses attends both to major contemporary secular ethical

and legal approaches to issues and to major Christian ethical approaches.

Prerequisite(s):

none

M ELECTIVE COURSES – Theological/Historical Department

TH.215 Prayer in the Christian Tradition Credits: 6

Prof: David Johnson dwjohnson@austinseminary.edu Limit: none  

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of instructor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30-3:50 p.m.

This course explores the history, theology, and practice of Christian prayer from the

New Testament era to contemporary times. Topics to be examined include prayer in

the Bible, prayer in the Christian tradition, theology of prayer, and prayer in prac-

tice. Attention is given both to the prayer as individual discipline and corporate

prayer.

Prerequisite(s):

TH.100 and

TH.104 or

TH.106
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