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L ike most other institutions of higher education, we at Austin
Seminary have been involved with thinking through how we can

most effectively employ technology to enable us to carry out more
faithfully our mission of educating women and men for leadership
in the church, particularly those called to serve as pastors of local
congregations. We have already accomplished a great deal in this
area, and we have put into place plans for the future. We have estab-
lished an institutional Technology Committee which monitors tech-
nology needs, studies proposals, and recommends action. We have
three staff people whose responsibilities are to provide the needed
service and to plan for further development of technology. A local
area network (LAN), teleconferencing, limited distance learning,
and a fully automated library have all become part of our day-to-day
operations. “Smart” classrooms, expanded distance learning, and the
incorporation of more and more technology in our ongoing educa-
tional work are continually being explored. Clearly, much will need
to be done in the future.

Our Master Plan has “Institutional Te c h n o l o g y
Development” as one of its nine Strategic Goals. Subsumed under
that goal is the commitment, among others, “to fund adequately the

technology needed for teaching, research, and administrative functions, and
to train faculty and staff to use the technology effectively.” The goal also envi-
sions that the Seminary will “provide funding to underwrite the costs for tech-
nology maintenance and ongoing development.”

Certainly, the costs related to our present technology needs and to tech-
nology required for the future are almost staggering. We have estimated that
to keep pace with needed technology, those costs will amount to more than
$300,000 annually. Still, we must not let the projected costs paralyze us but
challenge us to be imaginative and foresighted in developing a plan which will
inspire friends of the Seminary to support our efforts. We simply cannot
afford to fail to plan and provide funding for the future.

We are called by God at Austin Seminary to develop the best possible
educational environment for learning and formation. God has made possible
a new gift in that regard—technology. We would be less than faithful if we
did not make optimum and wise use of the gift, remembering that technolo-
gy is not an end in itself, but only a means to the much greater end of mak-
ing real the reign of God in this, God’s world.

Robert M. Shelton
President
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The year 2001 has arrived, and—so far—artificially intelligent supercomputers are mostly only found in sci-
ence fiction movies. Nevertheless, the promise of help for harried homileticians is only a mouse click away.
Websites like t e x t we e k . c o m, s e r m o n s . c o m, and d e s p e r-
atepreacher.com offer illustrations, exegetical assistance, and
even whole sermons for the preacher in a pinch. But how do
such sites and the resources they provide measure up to the
exegetical training and methodology advanced by theologi-
cal institutions such as Austin Seminary? Are preachers
being lured away from a true encounter with the Word by
the prospect of a quick digital fix?

Yes No

It’s true that the unscrupulous among us have an
unprecedented opportunity to shop for used sermons
on-line. Scores of would-be international e-vangelists
have uploaded their filing cabinets to homespun web
pages, inviting plugged-in peers and parishioners to
peruse their exegetical insights. Others, more mercenary,
sell their weekly wisdom by means of electronic sermon
subscriptions. For the proverbial “desperatepreacher,”
these services present a seductive store of theological
treasures, ready-at-hand to borrow or buy.

But let the preacher beware! Those who procure their
sermons on-line may be investing in fool’s gold. “The
danger with the sites that are out there,” says Associate
Professor of Homiletics Scott Black Johnston, “is that
they’re generic: generic theology, generic biblical study—
not in contact with a concrete parish setting. The histor-
ical example of this is when bishops used to write ser-
mons on behalf of parish priests—you get a situation like
the one Martin Luther described, in which the priest is
preaching to a congregation of seventy-year-olds on the
evils of wet nursing.”

The virtual buffet of on-line sermon helps offers a tanta-
lizing feast for pastors on the go; but cafeteria-style ser-
mons may not provide a well balanced spiritual diet for
real people in the pews. “You can cut and paste a sermon
from the Internet with a kind of crazy efficiency using
the exegetical tools that are out there,” Black Johnston
allows. “And there’s a sense in which the sermon that results is the preacher’s
own, but it’s not crafted with a particular congregation and text in mind.”

A Preaching Odyssey

Yes

For preachers with technological savvy and
the sang-froid to steer clear of easy answers,
there are pearls of great price to be found on-
line—critical commentaries, a vast network
of helpful tools for sermon preparation and
liturgical design, and new opportunities to
p a rticipate in cyber-communities of
homiletical discourse. (Not to mention CD-
ROM versions of the Bible, hymnals, the
Book of Common Worship, and other digital-
ly archived liturgical aids, increasingly valu-
able assets to desktop worship planners.)
Hosts of electronic libraries, some developed
by Christian colleges and universities, offer
access to classic exegetical texts and cutting-
edge, user-friendly databases of theological
and scriptural knowledge. These sites are
especially significant for rural pastors and
others who lack access to “brick-and-mor-
tar” theological libraries. On-line communi-
ties of preachers, worship leaders, armchair
exegetes, and liturgical artists provide anoth-
er source of inspiration, illumination, and
feedback. 

Homiletics Professor Black Johnston agrees,
“I often counsel graduates to find a group of
folks in their local community, or a group of
buddies from seminary, and get together
periodically to study texts and talk over ser-
mon ideas. What the Internet provides is a
place where people can get together in a
techno-community and do that kind of
thing with bulletin boards and chat rooms. I
don’t think it’s as good as meeting face to
face, but it’s sufficient.”

No

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>technology>>>>>
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Bi216, (click “Lectionary Resources” from www.austinseminary.edu), launched at Austin Seminary in
1996, represents an attempt to outfit the tried and true historical-homiletical method of exegesis for the
Internet age. The brainchild of D. Thomason Professor of New Testament Studies John E. Alsup and his
erstwhile assistant Arch Baker (MDiv’88), this web-page is named after Austin Seminary’s introductory
course in the interpretation of New Testament texts. It seeks to combine the immediacy of electronic
media with the step-wise systematics of academic biblical inquiry, creating a framework in which practic-
ing pastors and students of Scripture worldwide can share their reflections and discoveries as they craft
original sermons. 

“While the original intent was to provide an ongoing forum of exegetical teamwork for Austin Seminary
graduates,” says Alsup, “it quickly demonstrated appeal to a wider audience. The site offerings expanded
as well to include other avenues of interest: a refresher Greek course, New Testament seminars on topics
like ‘Resurrection,’ or ‘The Book of Revelation,’ and a bulletin board for immediate dialogue among users
of the site.” Although weekly preachers are the site’s primary audience, Bi216 opens the conversation to
scholars and interested lay people as well. 

Alsup enjoys the collegial nature of this project. “I don’t see it as my job to provide the exegesis that oth-
ers can then talk about. I too want to talk about the work we all do together.” This democratic philoso-
phy is critical to the site’s success. Alsup says the greatest challenge facing him and the student assistants
that administer the site is boosting participation among the site’s thousands of regular visitors; so far,
“lurkers” have outnumbered active participants. Nevertheless, people seem to appreciate the interactivity
that distinguishes Bi216 from its Internet neighbors. “The feedback we get from visitors is that this site
is one of a kind at the moment,” Alsup reports, “but as quickly as things move on the Net, one cannot
claim uniqueness for too long.”

Still not convinced that the Internet can play a part
in effective sermon preparation? Neither were the
editors of Windows, so a crack team of research asso-
ciates was nominated and dispatched to conduct its
own investigation. David Burns was selected from
his 1999 graduating class to win Austin Seminary’s
Charles L. King Preaching Award; Cyndy Taipale
Little was the 1997 recipient of the prestigious
David H. C. Reed Scholar/Preacher Aw a rd, a
national honor which carries a monetary prize of
$10,000. These two cooperative Austin Seminary
alums were given one hour, a computer terminal,
and the following assignment: dig up as much dirt
as you can on the gospel lectionary passage for April
1 of this year (the fifth Sunday in Lent): John 12:1-
8—Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with costly oil. Here is
how they responded to our challenge:

Bi216

Beta-test

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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From: Cyndy Little, First Presbyterian Church, Manitoc, Wisconsin
To: windows@austinseminary.edu
Subject: preaching and the Internet
Date: Fri, 23 Feb 2001

Greetings!

As a half-time associate I don’t preach very often and so have never taken the time to locate these kinds
of resources on the Internet. So, in that sense, it was a great experience for me. I started with the ser-
monmall.com site that I had read about and found that most of everything there needed a subscription.
I began to think that I would never find anything. Then I did a search on google.com (“sermon
resources”) and found more than I think I ever want to know about sermons! However, a brief scan and
review makes me think (and this is just a hunch) that quite a bit of it is not the quality that I would strive
for. I can’t vouch that I stayed within the hour. Between the phone interruptions at work and the inter-
ruptions of my three children at home. . . (you get the picture).

http://www.worshipaid.com/01/2Q/012Q2001E.html
prayers for the First Sunday in Lent, including: Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession, Prayer of
Dedication, and Pastoral Prayer

http://www.ucc.org/worship/samuel/s040101.html
liturgical color, background on the selection and use of lectionary passages, a weekly theme and focus for
sermon preparation, the text of each lectionary passage, commentary from church tradition (not avail-
able this week), and a meditation on the word “anointed” for use on the back page of a Sunday bulletin

http://www.hymnsite.com/lection/
hymn suggestions for each of the lectionary texts

you need to be a subscriber to the following sites:
www.sermonmall.com
www.lectionary.com
www.lectionaid.com
www.sermonwriter.com

www.desperatepreacher.com
doesn’t have any texts posted for April 1 yet, but one could find calls to worship, prayers, hymn sugges-
tions, ideas for children’s sermons and links to commentaries; you could also submit your own contribu-
tions

Cyndy Little

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>technology>>>>>
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From: David Burns, Spring Branch Presbyterian Church, Houston, Texas
To: windows@austinseminary.edu
Subject: preaching and the Internet
Date: Mon, 26 Feb 2001

Searching the Web is not the quickest way for me to make progress toward completing a sermon.
Following the Web is a bit like pulling on a loose piece of yarn on the sweater my Aunt Letha knitted me.
Every connection leads to another connection and before you know it, you have a nice list of connections,
a pile of disconnected blurbs, a pureed brain, and no sermon. It’s not that there is little information avail-
able. There seems to be a plethora of information, but there is no way to determine the quality or veraci-
ty of the sites suggested. Therefore, you spend some time weeding out dead ends.  

http://www.rockies.net/~spirit/sermon.html
sermons and sermon-lectionary resources including, “An Extravagant Love,” a sermon written for March
29, 1998 - Lent 05 - Year C: John 12:1-8; this site offers everything from completed sermons and entire
worship services to children’s sermon suggestions and hymn selections

http://www.webspawner.com/users/ChildPage/
there are children’s sermons here, but the site is only a couple of weeks ahead—still no good for John 12

http://www.dovenetq.net.au/~macgd/
contemporary connections

http://www.textweek.com/
this site seems less intent on giving complete sermons and more on providing general prompts for the
exegete to follow; it offers articles on the text, reviews and excerpts from books on preaching, historical ref-
erences, commentary, artistic renderings of themes, general resources for the book of John, and a concor-
dance of thematic connections to movies

http://www.sermonillustrations.com/
will send illustrations each week directly to your e-mail address

http://www.ntgateway.com/greek/
Greek study—this site links to all kinds of Greek helps

http://www.gnt.f2s.com/index.php#
this offers parsing and definitions of Greek words, but is hard to read

http://www-users.cs.york.ac.uk/~fisher/gnt/
another on-line Greek New Testament, much more legible, but without definitions

David Burns

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Ultimately, preachers will have to come to their own conclusions about the ethics and efficacy of on-line
sermon resources. “It probably is possible to build the content of a sermon directly from the Internet—
main points and Chicken Soup illustrations, too,” Burns muses. “The risk is that the sermon will lose its
soul, and maybe the preacher will, too.” Burns cites a favorite quote of Frederick Buechner, cautioning
preachers to keep their messages authentic and personal: “Let them speak of those moments not like lec-
turers or propagandists but like human beings speaking their hearts to their dearest friends who at any given
point will unerringly know whether they are speaking truth or only parroting it.” 

In other words, the greatest promise of the Internet for preachers may not be in its downloads and data-
bases but in its capacity to connect distant and diverse sermon-writers who are struggling with a common
text or theme. It is up to each pastor to translate and interpret the message of the gospel for his or her par-
ticular flock in the year of our Lord, 2001, and this is too important a mission to leave to the collective cir-
cuitry of the World Wide Web—or even to Hal 9000 of Stanley Kubrick’s Space Odyssey. “There may come
a day,” Burns imagines, “when more of the Web information available will be directed toward assisting exe-
gesis rather than Sunday survival. Right now, the bulk of what I find makes me feel like a parrot.”

“Oh yeah, by the way,” Burns admits, “I got the Buechner quote off the Internet.” n

Inter-networking

According to a study conducted by the Pew Research Center
(www.pewinternet.org) on Internet use by clergy, a striking num-
ber of the clergy have turned to the Internet to get material for ser-
mons, worship, education programs, and matters of doctrine. In all,
471 rabbis and ministers responded to this survey; here is what they
have done on-line:

81% have gotten information for worship services.

77% have sought information on the Bible, Torah, or other
scriptures.

72% have gotten devotional resources.

72% have gathered information for education programs.

59% have hunted for information on matters of doctrine.

57% have gotten information on other denominations and
faiths.

54% have sought information on matters of faith.

Did you know?

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>technology>>>>>
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Every day more than two million people log on to the Internet in search of
religious or spiritual information—more than those who do their banking,
bidding, or dating on-line, according to a Pew Center study on the Internet

and American life. “Cultural changes related to technology are changing the way
that people experience the world and form their own identity, including their reli-
gious identity,” says Ken Bedell, director of the Institute for Religion, Technology,
and Culture at the Vancouver School of Theology.

Increasingly, seminary students and graduates are called to witness and work
in a wired world. Likewise, seminaries are called to invest in technological
resources and training to accommodate cultural trends and students’ expections.
“When we get behind,” says Steve Reid, professor of Old Testament and chair of
Austin Seminary’s Technology Committee, “it sends a message that we’re more
committed to the past than to the future. If students have the choice between
‘smart’ classrooms with great faculty and great faculty but 19th-century class-
rooms, the edge is to the place that has both. That’s a real loss for us.”

Most theological schools, according to the February 7-14 Christian Century,
are struggling with the challenges and potentials of the new technologies. A recent
glitch in Austin Seminary’s e-mail software confirmed the faculty’s reliance on

BY RANDAL WHITTINGTON

The E-lectric 
Chalkboard

Austin
Seminary’s
faculty is
learning to
use “smart”
technology
wisely

Professor Scott Black Johnston
demonstates the use of the
Seminary’s new, portable
“smart cart.”

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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classroom has a DVD player, and we use a video clip
from Dead Poet’s Society that raises issues of betrayal. We
spend our final ten minutes in class discussion asking,
What’s going on in this text and how is it relevant for
our lives?”

Staying current requires an invest-
ment in both the institution’s infrastruc-
ture and faculty training. Professors must
not only be experts in their fields but
must learn the presentation of their con-
tent in new ways. The pay-off comes
immediately for visual learners and other
students who learn better in non-tradi-
tional ways. And as new strategies for
i n s t ruction are modeled, students
acquire skills they can take into their
congregations.

The Seminary’s Master Plan advo-
cates acquiring the technology to support
its overall mission of educating women
and men for Christian ministry. The
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools—one of the Seminary’s chief
a c c rediting agencies—mandates that
every student be given training in tech-
nology relevant to his or her field of
study. But the Seminary must be judi-
cious in its appropriation of technology.
“Technology should be ubiquitous

enough so that our instruction can readily make use of
it,” says Bill Gre e n w a y, assistant professor of philosophi-
cal theology, “but it should not become the focus of our
i n s t ruction.” Dean Dearman concurs, “Te c h n o l o g y
should be a means to the end of delivering a first-class
e d u c a t i o n . ” n

instant communication, as time-sensitive material des-
tined for e-mailboxes across campus and around the globe
came to a standstill. “Faculty were coming unglued,” says
Academic Dean Andy Dearman. Properly working tech-
nology, on the other hand, has the capacity to connect the
Seminary community to spiritual seekers throughout the
world. Each week Professor John Alsup’s
“Bi216” lectionary website (accessible from
a u s t i n s e m i n a ry. e d u) attracts hundreds of
participants to a wealth of resources and dis-
cussion on the Common Lectionary. The
Se m i n a ry’s video teleconferencing equip-
ment links Austin faculty and students to
classrooms in the Houston Extention pro-
gram. Alumni/ae and Doctor of Ministry
students in the most isolated areas can access
the Stitt Library and check out a book from
its collection of 160,000 theology and bibli-
cal texts. This spring, readers of the faculty
journal, Insights, will be able to have on-line
conversations with the authors and each
other.

Technological innovations—such as
Bible software—have revolutionized some
areas of theological education. “Instead of
the class taking a day or two to do a phrase
study,” says Reid, “it now takes less than a
minute. When a student asks the question,
W h e re else do we see this phrase in
Scripture? we highlight it, double click it, and get the
data—that quickly. That helps students start thinking of
biblical phrases as related to other biblical phrases, which
is a major learning opportunity for them.”

What’s on the horizon? Reid’s eyes light up as he
imagines a fully functional smart classroom: “Let’s say I’m
doing a lecture on Cain and Abel.
The students have all the points in
the lecture on a handout.  We
move to a close reading of the
Hebrew text. We might access an
e l e c t ronic concordance, such as
“Bibleworks,” to check the use of
the phrase in its broader literary
context. Then we ask, W h a t’s
going on in the 10th century? Now
we can access our digital library of
slides of pottery from that area, of
images that give us the archaeology
of that region and that demon-
strate the occupational habits. But
we’re not done. Our new smart

Want to surf the Net with the 
Austin Seminary faculty?

Just point your browser to
www.austinseminary.edu/news/pubs.html
and click “faculty picks.” Discover their
favorite academic resources and their most
interesting extracurricular sites.

“When we get

behind, it

sends a

message that

we’re more

committed to

the past than

to the future.” 

—Professor Stephen Reid

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>technology>>>>>



or have been, active l y
engaged with our target
audience, we have a sense
for who they are. We read
the magazines that they read
(FAST Company f o r
instance), visited the sites
they visited (www.network-
er.com, among others), and
checked out the events that
they frequent (ever been to
a high-tech happy hour?). 

We understand that
these folks are intelligent,
educated, with definite pre-
c o n c e i ved notions about
what Christianity is (some
of them wrong), and resist-
ant to anything that appears
to be psychological manipu-
lation. They are willing to
respond to leaders who are
genuine and flexible, who
have vision and enthusiasm,
and who are willing not

only to lead, but to listen. We know that
traditional advertising (print ads, TV/radio
spots) probably won’t work with our target
audience, but relational connections will. 

We understand that our God—a God
of ancient, modern, and local history—
lives vividly in every part of our lives. Our
music is a reflection of that statement.
Local musicians play not only songs by
Christian artists, but original songs and
songs by popular artists that express God’s
message to God’s people. 

The worship design grew out of some
assumptions, among them:

10

This Ja n u a ry, Fi r s t
United Me t h o d i s t
C h u rch in Au s t i n

launched a new Sa t u rd a y
e vening worship serv i c e
g e a red tow a rd the yo u n g ,
“ h i g h - t e c h” crowd that is
i n vading Austin, but not
necessarily our churc h e s .
The launch team, initiated
by an innovative lay leader,
felt the call to bring the
gospel to folks who aren’t
currently in church. 

In preparation for this
task, we immersed ourselves
in the gospel. We read the
c u r rent apologetics to see
what Christians are doing to
get the message out (The
Case for Christ, by Lee
Strobel, Jesus with Dirty Feet
by Don Everts). We took
liturgical hints from Jo h n
and Charles Wesley, Leslie
Weatherhead, and the UMC Book of
Worship. We talked with worship leaders in
other churches and read books aimed at
helping us prepare for worship in a new
world (NextChurch.Now by Craig Kennet
Mi l l e r, Worship His Ma j e s t y by Ja c k
Hayford). And lest we forget that our target
audience is only about one percent of the
population of the world, we re m a i n e d
intentional about staying connected with
those who are not in that group, through
mission and by spending time in places
where the marginalized live.

Because the launch team members are,

Faith in the Fast Lane?
BY TINA HUYCK

A downtown

Austin church is

determined not

to let spiritual

pilgrims on the

information

superhighway

pass them by

Tina Huyck, a senior student from Austin, is doing her year-long internship at First United Methodist Church, Austin.
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1. Our job is not to provide a
recipe for salvation, but to present
the gospel faithfully in its beauty
and complexity.

2. The Bible is worth reading.
Trying to convince folks to read the
Bible, or apologizing for the Bible is
neither necessary nor helpful. 

3. Offering our money and tal-
ents is not an obligation but is a
faith statement. Our time of offer-
ing is LOUD and ACTIVE. We
offer one another the peace of
Christ, and express thankfulness for
the Creator’s gift to us all. We bring
our gifts to the table. Monetary gifts
reflect our participation in the faith
community. People also bring sym-
bols of their personal calls to min-
istry to the table (e.g., an outline for
an adult Sunday school class if you
are called to a ministry of teaching,
or a can of food if you are called to
a feeding ministry).

4. Stories are an important part
of the human experience and a big
p a rt of how God communicates with
us. We make time eve ry week to
s h a re our faith development stories.

5. The liturgy of traditional
s e rvices (gathering, confession,
p reparation, Wo rd, Communion,
commissioning) is important. We
may be called to communicate those
things in different ways but we do
h a ve all the “t r a d i t i o n a l” liturgical
components. For example, our song
of confession may be “Big Old Je t
Air Liner,” by the St e ve Miller Ba n d ,
because the refrain reminds us that
we want to follow, but in our ow n
way instead of with total abandon.

Go d’s imagination is bigger
than ours by a long shot. Our call,
then, is to remain steadfast in prayer
and in reading Scripture and in lis-
tening carefully. We are being called
to a specific task; there are some
people we won’t reach. T h a t’s
okay—that’s why God calls us all to
different ministries. n

Continuing Education 2001 - 2002
C O U R S E  S C H E D U L E

2001

August 6-10 “Reformed Theology,” CE Certification Course,
Salatiel Palomino López

Sept. 23-28 “Spiritual Formation in the Congregation,” 
Corinne Ware

Oct. 4-7 “Benedictine Spirituality and The Rule of St.
Benedict,” Ann Normand & Ellen Babinsky

Oct. 8-10 “The Next Faithful Step: Christian Leadership and
Congregational Life,” Scott Cormode

Oct. 11 Advent Lessons

Oct. 15-17 “The Christian Callings,” Christian Education,
Michael Murray

Oct. 21-26 Immersion Week, David Johnson and APTS Faculty

Oct. 29-31 “When Life is Out of Control: A Study of the
Book of Ecclesiastes,” Leong Seow

2002

Jan. 4 Lenten Lessons

Jan. 21-25 “Biblical Interpretation,” CE Certification Course,
Kathryn Roberts

Jan. 31-Feb. 5 Interim Pastor Consortium and Trainers Event

Feb. 7-10 Immersion Weekend, David Johnson and APTS
Faculty

Feb. 25-27 “Jesus the Savior: The Meaning of Jesus Christ
for Christian Faith,” William Placher 

March 10-15 Interim Pastor Training

March 18-20 “Cinema & Ethics,” Ismael García 

April 1-3 “A Dynamic Alternative to the Program Church,”
Gustav Nelson

April 7-12 “Spiritual Dimensions of Suffering, Healing, 
and Wholeness,” Ralph Underwood

April 13-17 Small Church Celebration (Centennial Event)

April 15-17 Hispanic Pastors Seminar

May 9-12 “History of Christian Spirituality,” David Johnson

June 2-8 Southeast Asian Seminar



Hushed conve r-
sations, an

enigmatic campus-
wide e-mail,
strangers with large
cameras . . . an air of
s e c recy pre c i p i t a t e d
Austin Se m i n a ry’s
Ma rch 7 Communi-
ty Fo rum. Fi n a l l y,
President Ro b e rt M.
Shelton appro a c h e d
the podium to lift
the veil: “The eve n t
we celebrate today is
the establishment of
an endowed faculty chair in memory
of the life and ministry of the Re v-
e rend William Je t h ro Fo g l e m a n . ”

Thanks to the grand benevo-
lence of two outstanding friends of
the Se m i n a ry, Trustee Diane E.
Bu c h a n a n and her husband,
R i c h a rd G. Andre w, Austin Se m i-
n a ry has established the Wi l l i a m
Je t h ro Fogleman Chair of Pa s t o r a l
T h e o l o g y. This Dallas couple’s $1.2
million gift is the largest (by a factor
of four) Austin Se m i n a ry has eve r
re c e i ved from a living donor; more-
ove r, it re p resents the first major con-
tribution to the Se m i n a ry’s Centen-
nial Campaign. 

“ It seems a fitting tribute,”
Buchanan re m a rked, “to name a pro-
fessorship in pastoral theology after a
man who was a pastor to so many
during his lifetime.” Austin Se m i n a ry
alumnus William J. “Bi l l” Fo g l e-
m a n ( M Di v’53) served parishes in
A rkansas and on the faculty of Au s t i n
Se m i n a ry before turning his atten-
tion to the governing bodies of the
c h u rch. He is best known for his
leading role in reuniting the nort h e r n

and southern streams of the denomi-
nation, divided since the Civil Wa r.
Fogleman served as exe c u t i ve pre s-
byter of the Joint Synods of Re d
R i ver and the Sun from 1980 until
their reunification in 1983; he con-
tinued to serve the synod until he
re t i red in 1994.

Shelton underscored Fo g l e m a n’s
significant contributions to the Pre s-
byterian Church, and beyond: “Bi l l
Fogleman was a veritable theological
and ministerial titan among us. Hi s
m i n i s t ry not only shaped the lives of
n u m e rous church leaders, both lay
and clergy, it also helped shape the
Pre s byterian Church (U.S.A.).”

Associate Professor of Ho m i l e t i c s
Scott Black Jo h n s t o n responded to
the announcement on behalf of the
faculty and the entire Au s t i n
Se m i n a ry community: “Be yond hon-
oring the life and ministry of a part i c-
ular pastor—which this chair will do;
and beyond helping this institution

compete for faculty
talent—which this
chair will also do; the
ultimate beneficiaries
of this gift will be the
students and the
c h u rches that they will
s e rve. A gift like this
has an incredible rip-
ple effect as the teach-
ing done by the pro-
fessors who hold this
chair enriches the live s
of fledgling ministers
who in turn touch the
l i ves of thousands of

faithful, and not so faithful, to whom
they minister.” 

President Shelton concured with
Black Johnston, adding, “The fact
that the chair is in pastoral theology
highlights for us and our constituen-
cies our calling as a seminary: to be a
school of the church.” 

The daughter of a former mod-
erator of the PC(USA) Ge n e r a l
A s s e m b l y, Diane Buchanan has been
an Austin Se m i n a ry trustee since
1996. She was recently appointed to
co-chair (with fellow trustee Ja m e s
Mi l l e r) the Se m i n a ry’s Centennial
Campaign Steering Committee.
Buchanan and her husband are
members of Preston Ho l l ow Pre s by-
terian Church in Dallas, Texas. 

Also on hand to celebrate the
occasion was the Re v. Fo g l e m a n’s
w i d ow, Ma r j o ry Fogleman. “Wo rd s
a re such limited things, but word s
a re all I have to say thank yo u — t o
say thank you to this Se m i n a ry, for
all you have been to Bill, and to say
thank you to Rick and Diane for this
i n c redible gift.”
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Trustee’s $1.2 million gift establishes the 
William J. Fogleman Chair of Pastoral Theology

Centennial Campaign

Trustee Diane Buchanan and her hus-
band, Rick Andrew, embrace Marjory
Fogleman after their gift to honor her
husband is announced.

Ralph Barrera / Austin-American Statesman
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A Senior
Moment
What are the odds? All four of this
year’s senior fellowship winners
live next door to each other in the
Seminary’s Currie Hall dorm:
Margaret Wallace, Mark Sturgess,
Tasha Hofmann, and Ann Herlin.

Each year Austin Pre s by t e r i a n
Theological Se m i n a ry award s

four major fellowships to graduat-
ing seniors. This year the fellow-
ships were announced at the Austin
Se m i n a ry Association Annual
Meeting and Banquet on
Wednesday, January 31, 2001.

The winner of the 2001 David
L. Stitt Fellowship is Ann Elizabeth
Herlin. Raised in Palacios, Texas,
Herlin graduated magna cum laude

from Yale University. Before coming
to Austin Seminary, she was an ele-
m e n t a ry school
teacher in Do n n a ,
Texas, with the Teach
For America pro-
gram. She also taught
for two years in Costa
Rica. Herlin is a Jean
Brown Scholar at
Austin Seminary and is a candidate
from Mission Presbytery.

The Stitt Fellowship was estab-
lished in 1971 by the alumni/ae
association to honor the long-time
p resident of the Se m i n a ry. T h e
award carries a stipend of $10,000
and is granted to one member of the
senior class upon the recommenda-
tion of the faculty. Selection is made
on the basis of scholarship,
Christian character, personality, and
ability.

The recipent of the $8,000 Pile-
Morgan Fe l l owship for 2001 is
Ma rk F. St u r g e s s. Born in St .
Joseph, Missouri, and raised in
Higginsville, Missouri, St u r g e s s
earned a bachelor’s degree in both

music and arts from
N o r t h w e s t e r n
Un i versity in
Evanston, Il l i n o i s .
Be f o re coming to
seminary, he worked
as a computer pro-
grammer and analyst

in Los Angeles, California. Sturgess
is a candidate from He a rt l a n d
Presbytery and is married to Norma
Sturgess.

The fellowship was established
in 1984 to honor Leo V. Pile, Helen
Porter Pile, and Edmond Holland
Morgan of Harlingen, Texas, and
Estella Martin Morgan of Dallas,
Texas. The award is to be used for
advanced study.

The winner of the W. P. Newell
Memorial Fellowship is Margaret
Cox Wallace. Born and raised in

Sturgess

Herlin
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southern Oregon, she
earned the B.A.
d e g ree in En g l i s h
from the University
of Dallas, Irv i n g ,
Texas. Before begin-
ning her seminary
work, Wallace was a

full-time homemaker. She is a can-
didate from Mission Presbytery and
is married to Duane Wallace. They
a re the parents of five childre n ,
Denver, Caroline, Georgia, Dylan,
and Ranger.

The Newell Fe l l owship was
established by Mrs. W. P. Newell of
Albany, Texas, as a memorial to her
husband. The income from this
fund is to be used annually to pro-
vide a scholarship, a graduate study
fellowship, or in some other manner
enrich the life of one training for
Christian ministry. The fellowship
provides a grant of $3,000.

The winner of the  $2,000 Janie
Maxwell Morris Fellowship is Tasha
Leeann Hofmann. Born and raised
in Jefferson City, Missouri, she
earned the B.A. in
both education and
h i s t o ry/political sci-
ence from Il l i n o i s
College in
Jacksonville, Il l i n o i s .
During her time in
college Ho f m a n n
served as a summer Presbyterian
Volunteer In Mission in Fairbanks,
Alaska, and in Holts Su m m i t ,
Missouri. She was included in Who’s
Who in American Colleges and
Universities. She is a Jean Brown
Scholar at Austin Seminary and is a
candidate from Missouri Un i o n
Presbytery.

The Janie Ma x well Mo r r i s
Fellowship was established in 1953
by a bequest from Mrs. Mi l t o n
Morris of Austin, Texas, to be used
by a graduate for further study.

Reconciliation
by carolyn h. manosevitz, mfa

When I was a child growing up in Canada, I remember always cross-
ing to the other side of the street so I would not have to walk in front

of the church on my way to school. My Jewish immigrant parents from the
Ukraine taught me to fear Christians. I did.

In 1995, I held an exhibit at Austin Seminary of my paintings inspired
by conversations with children of Holocaust Survivors. I gave a talk in the
Seminary Chapel about what it means to be Second Generation. As I stood
in that sacred space, I visualized my father standing at the back of that sanc-
tuary. How proud he would have been to see his daughter speaking with
authority to a group of Christians in a Christian sanctuary.

During my lecture at the art opening, I spoke about my father’s fami-
ly and the forty members who perished in the Shoah. I also talked about the
fact that in memory of my family, I vowed never to set foot on German soil.
A few weeks after my lecture, Bob Shelton called. “We’re still talking about
your lecture on our campus,” he said, “and I have a special request. We have
a student from Nuremberg, Germany, whose parents will not discuss the
war with him. He would like to meet you but was too afraid to approach
you at the opening. Will you meet with him?”

The only reason I said yes was because my two sons would never have
forgiven me had I not. So, this tall, young German came to my studio.
“Why are you here?” I asked. “I was hoping for some sort of reconcilia-
tion,” he replied. “Not in my lifetime,” were the first words out of my
mouth. “It is one thing to read the number 6,000,000 in a history book,”
pointing to my portraits of the Second Generation, “a very different story

when it is his mother, her father, my
aunts, uncles, cousins.” I proceeded
to cry for two hours.

However, as we talked, I realized
that it took much more courage for
this German to come to my studio
door than for me to open it. I finally
said, “The reconciliation needs to be
right here, right now, in this room—
between you and me.” When he rose
to leave, Dieter extended his hand to
me. “I think I need a hug instead,” I
said. Since that day in my studio,
Dieter Heinzl has become my good

friend. He calls me every Rosh Hashana to wish me Happy New Year. I call
him every Christmas. With Austin Seminary as our umbrella, this quiet,
humble German has contributed as much to my healing as I have to his.

I am eternally grateful to Bob Shelton, Andy Dearman, and this insti-
tution for opportunites wherein I have experienced true reconciliation with
my Christian brothers and sisters.

Manosevitz, a visiting lecturer at Austin Seminary since 1996, teaches the
course “Spirituality and the Holocaust.”

of the century

owning memory © c. manosevitz 

Wallace

Hofmann
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gist they choose to guide them
through their problems. While this
is not necessarily standard operating
procedure, it is a very reasonable
thing to ask. Psychotherapy cannot
appropriately solve spiritual prob-
lems, and it should be recognized
that many problems underlying
human relationships are essentially
spiritual in nature. Pastoral counsel-
ing can guide believers to appropri-
ate resources and wise practitioners;
pastors can also help parishioners
understand the limits, goals, and
pitfalls of the psyc h o t h e r a p e u t i c
endeavor.

Also, pastoral counseling
should not be confused with psy-
chotherapy, and we must be very
clear about the intent and goals of
each. In psychotherapy, usually the
client is the primary speaker and the
counselor is the listener. Je n s o n
reminds us that the process in pas-
toral counseling should be the
reverse (though often it is not). He
describes the goal of pastoral coun-
seling as one of enabling the person
to hear and to pray. These are very

ROBERT JENSON
Currie Lecturer

In an informal discussion period
after one of his lectures, Robert

Je n s o n e m p h a s i zed the clash
between culture and Christ, saying
this was what occurred when Christ
was crucified: Christ upset the
expectations of the culture, and
therefore the culture rejected him.
Thus, as Christians we should come
to expect that mainstream cultural
values will be and often are diamet-
rically opposed to our faith beliefs. 

In his analysis of psychotherapy,
Jenson argues that it generally focus-
es upon the assumption that
humans are potentially good, and
that change toward the good can
occur from within. On the other
hand, Christian anthro p o l o g y
assumes humans are depraved and
deficient without Go d’s grace.

Another difference between therapy
and Christian doctrine is that the
source of the “good,” or the image
of “ideal humanity,” is based in
human or perhaps interpersonal or
intrapsychic terms only. There is no
sense of the higher (divine) standard
that we see in Christianity.

How do we as Christians
respond to this and remain faithful
to the core of Christian beliefs?
Psychotherapy is a needed resource
for persons suffering mental illness,
episodic problems, or serious prob-
lems in living. Simply being aware
of the assumptions inherent in the
enterprise of psyc h o t h e r a p y — a n d
the limits of such intervention—
can help Christians remain faithful.
Christians should enter into coun-
seling with clear, we l l - d e f i n e d
expectations. They should ask
about and understand the ideology
and belief system of the psycholo-

MidWinter Lectures 2001:
Three students respond

The 2001 MidWinter Lecturers were, from left, Robert W. Jenson, professor of religion emeritus, St.
Olaf College, and senior scholar for research, Center for Theological Inquiry; Dorothy C. Bass, pro-
fessor of theology and director of the Valparaiso Project on the Education and Formation of People in
Faith, Valparaiso University; and James F. Childress, Kyle Professor of Religious Studies and Professor
of Medical Education, University of Virginia.

These reflections on the 2001 MidWinter Lectures were written by students attending the lectures for course credit. Anne
Cameron’s analysis of Robert Jenson’s lectures reflects her background of seventeen years as a clinical psychologist. Peter Castles,
a former architect, is intrigued by Dorothy Bass’s ideas about reconstructing Christian practices for contemporary congrega-
tions. Cecile Ervin’s perspective on James Childress’s lectures is informed by her pre-seminary experience teaching medical law.
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d i f f e rent goals than in therapy! T h e
pastor re p resents the Christian com-
munity and must speak out as a vo i c e
for the Gospel and for the communi-
t y. Pastoral care invo l ves acknow l e d g-
ing spiritual deficits that may also
result in deficiencies in human living.
Biblical wisdom should be tapped;
personal pathology is defined as iso-
lation from the community of faith.
In contrast to the (so-called) neutral
stance of the psychotherapist, the
pastor must take a firm biblical and
doctrinal stance.

The relentless and self-serving
search for meaning that can some-
times characterize professional psy-
chotherapy must be recognized as an
empty (and fundamentally anti-
Christian) pursuit. This is not to say
that Christians should not utilize
psychotherapy—not at all! But we as
Christians must look at therapy
with a wary eye, as we must look at

all of the culture
around us, so that
we can truthfully
and faithfully fol-
l ow the one in
whom we profess
to believe.
—Anne Cameron

DOROTHY BASS

Jones Lecturer

Do rothy Bass, in her book
Practicing Our Faith and in her

Robert F. Jones Lectures considers
many of the same themes that
Dietrich Bonhoeffer offers in his lit-
tle gem Life Together. Bonhoeffer’s
tiny masterpiece, written in 1938,
represents his experience of daily life
in the Confessing Church’s semi-
n a ry at Finkenwalde just before
World War II. Both Bass and
Bonhoeffer present a compelling
vision of the Christian way of life.
Theirs is a call for a recovery of these

authentic Christian practices—prac-
tices which run against the grain of
c o n t e m p o r a ry culture, but which
also serve to create a deep and satis-
fying way of life.

Bass refers to the fragmentation
of contemporary American life—
families are less stable, institutions
and traditional customs have been
undercut, persons are floating across
the surface of many different bits of
culture. American society has come
unhinged. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
found himself in an equally frag-
mented society. With the Na z i
takeover of Germany nation and the
resulting campaign of terror and
destruction, Bonhoeffer could right-
fully say: “Jesus Christ lived in the
midst of his enemies . . . . So, the
Christian, too, belongs not in the
seclusion of a cloistered life but in
the thick of foes.”

Both Bass and Bonhoeffer
lament the disordered, fragmented
state of the world, and both advo-
cate reconnection by participation
in an authentically Christian way of
life. Bass says that the Christian way
is first of all social—it is a path
taken together, not by one’s self.
Similarly, Bonhoeffer dedicates the
first chapter of Life Together to the
j oys of Christian community:
“Christianity means community
through Jesus Christ and in Jesus
Christ.”

Bonhoeffer, like Bass, encour-
ages us to greet the day in prayer and
praise; and evening prayer, for both,
is the perfect way to conclude the
day: “The labor of the day comes to
its end . . . . Again the Christian
family gathers together. The fellow-
ship is united at the evening table
and the last devotion . . . . The
prayer of the Psalms, a hymn, and
common prayer close the day, as
they opened it.” As Bass notes:
“Across the centuries, in countless
languages and cultures, Christians

have adopted shared patterns for
speaking out loud the truth that this
day is the day that God has made, a
day given to us only once, a day in
which we are invited to live in bold-
ness and creativity.” 

Bass also urges us to consider
that the Christian life is a way of
repentance and forgive n e s s — we
must be constantly reminded of our
baptism, think anew, turn the mind,
repent, and remember that we have
been granted Go d’s forgive n e s s .
Bonhoeffer declares,“What brought
upon Jesus the accusation of blas-
phemy, namely, that he forgave sin-
ners, is what now takes place in the
Christian brotherhood in the power
of the presence of Jesus Christ. One
forgives the other all his sins in the
name of the triune God. And there
is joy in the presence of the angels of
God over the sinner who repents.”

In Practicing Our Faith, Bass
notes several types of worship that
the Christian life entails, including
testimony, discernment, forgiveness,
and singing our faith. Worship is
where the practice crystallizes—it is
where we are drawn into the prac-
tice and are taught by God. In addi-
tion, prayer and Bible study inform
and deepen our worship practices.
Bonhoeffer also devoted himself to
these practices: “Eve ry common
devotion should include the word of
Scripture, the hymns of the church,
and the prayer of the fellowship.”
Bonhoeffer realized that a life in
keeping with ancient and authentic
practices would take time and
effort. He encouraged the life of
song in the community and the
necessity of prayer.

In this day and age, words like
discipline and practice may strike us
as forbidding terms that may seem
oppressive and troubling. But both
Bass and Bonhoeffer tell us that
practice and discipline invite not
drudgery, but profound and abiding
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f rom God, how does that view
inform our decision to allow for
assisted suicide? If we base our
behavior on God’s commandment
that “thou shall not kill,” does that
change our thinking about with-
holding or withdrawing life-sustain-
ing treatments? If God gives life and
takes it away, which choice is more
consistent theologically—allow i n g
the patient to die a natural death
with only palliative care, or sustain-
ing the patient’s life art i f i c i a l l y ?
Allowing religious convictions from
our multicultural society into the
dialogue on public policy may com-
plicate our discussions and our con-
sensus, but it will surely inform our
ultimate decisions in a way that rea-
son alone cannot.

I think we must return to
human moral reasoning to make
end-of-life treatment decisions.
Religious perspectives add not only
a theological ingredient, but allow
us to examine the truly human as
well as that which is of God as we
make these decisions. Dr. Childress’s
encouragement to re-imagine moral
decisions from our cultural and reli-

gious stories and
traditions vitalizes
the contradictions
and struggles that
we face as we die
t e t h e red to
machines in insti-
tutions.

—Cecile Ervin

is now in a medical crisis, having
difficulty breathing on her own and
is not eating. The physician calls a
conference with her family, laying
out the options of various levels of
treatment. Although they do not all
agree, the family wants her placed
on a respirator and fed through a
tube in her stomach, following the
physician’s recommendation. Both
of these are considered life-sustain-
ing procedures (which may be with-
held or withdrawn under Texas law).
Against her previously stated and
clearly written directions, she is
intubated and placed on a respirator.
Even though the moment of her
death will be prolonged, she contin-
ues to die “bit by bit.” 

Rather than looking at the right
to refuse treatment as a legal right
that draws an arbitrary line, making
it difficult to process competing
claims and allowing competing voic-
es to enter the discussion, Childress
draws us to the principle of respect
for autonomy that has prima facie
standing and can only be overridden
by competing moral considerations.
In this scenario, do competing
moral considerations exist to over-
ride the respect for the autonomy of
the patient? Is the fear that a mem-
ber of the family will sue the physi-
cian and hospital a moral considera-
tion or a financial and public image
consideration? What if the physician
feels that it is morally repugnant to
withhold treatment from this
patient?

C h i l d ress says that re l i g i o u s
views can help us to construct our
moral reasoning, and re - e x a m i n e
our perspectives with depth. If we
apply our religious convictions to a
moral issue, we will learn things that
m e re reason will not teach us.
Thinking with religious traditions,
C h i l d ress says, provides us with
richer conceptions of harm. If our
religious view is that life is a gift

joy. As the Psalmist declares: “You
show me the path
of life. In yo u r
presence there is
fullness of joy; in
your right hand
a re pleasure s
f o re ve r m o r e”
(Psalm 16:11).

—Peter Castles

JAMES CHILDRESS

Westervelt Lecturer

In his lecture on “Life’s Endings,”
James Childress reminds us that

approximately 80 percent of deaths
in our country occur in hospitals or
other institutions. We are living
longer, he notes, and increasingly
we are dying of chronic disease that
requires us to die “bit by bit.” In
conflicts concerning treatment deci-
sions of patients, Childress reminds
us of the tools of medical ethics that
allow us to reflect on our morality,
balance competing harms and bene-
fits, and resolve conflicts that are
not solved by looking at legal
“rights” alone. 

Imagine the following scenario:
A woman is hospitalized for aggres-
sive chemotherapy for her ovarian
c a n c e r. Soon after receiving the
diagnosis, she executes a Directive
to Physicians specifying that she
does not wish to have her life sus-
tained by medical technology when
she becomes terminally ill and loses
the capacity to speak for herself. But
now that she has been medically cer-
tified as terminally ill, and because
of disease and the narcotics she takes
for pain, she no longer has the
capacity to make her own treatment
decisions. Her oncologist is con-
vinced that he can “buy the patient
more time,” and perhaps extend her
life another two to six months with
continued aggressive treatment. She

Discover Austin
Seminar y

Explore your call to
ministry with an 
on-campus visit.

800-241-1085
admissions@austinseminary.edu
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FACULTY NEWS

Well, is the pope catholic?

Just before Christmas, El l e n
Ba b i n s k y, associate professor of

church history, received a call from the
office of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches (W.A.R.C.) in
Geneva, Switzerland. To her surprise
and delight, she was invited to represent
the American Reformed Church in a
consultation on “indulgences” with the
Pope’s Council on the Promotion of
Christian Unity.

When Babinsky said yes to the
query, she found herself in the middle of
a story that began years ago—500, to be
precise. Since the Reformation’s break
with the Roman Catholic Church, the
two have conflicted over their theological understanding of indulgences,
which Roman Catholics see as a gift—not necessary but beneficial—from the
Church for the forgiveness of sins. By contrast, Reformed Churches hold that
forgiveness of sins can come from God’s mercy alone. 

The embers of this long-standing theological dispute were again fanned
into flame when, in preparation for the Roman Catholic Church’s Jubilee year
in 2000, Pope John Paul II announced that the celebration would be an ecu-
menical one, inviting all Christian denominations to participate. Before this
invitation, however, the Pope had issued a “Bull of Indiction” declaring that
the Roman Catholic Church would confer indulgences during the Jubilee
year. W.A.R.C. protested against this contradiction, explaining that they could
not participate in something with which they could not agree. In their view,
the Jubilee celebration was not truly ecumenical, so the World Alliance with-
drew from the celebration. 

Landing in the middle of this history, Babinsky cleared her calendar and
boned up on her knowledge of indulgences. “I thought I knew about indul-
gences,” she explains, “but when I got into it I realized I didn’t know any-
thing!” After much research and time spent writing the paper she was to pres-
ent, the day of the consultation arrived. As the group came together, the mood
was one of honesty. “The conversations were intense,” said Babinsky. “I felt
that it was crucial, as someone presenting a paper on the Reformed perspec-
tive, to be clear and as honest as possible about our differences.” 

In the midst of their differences and disagreements, both faith groups felt
the need to be heard and also the need to listen. While no definitive strides
were made in their time together, this consultation was a beginning. “This was
the first time a conversation like this had taken place in over 500 years,” said
Babinsky. Each denominational representative’s papers will be included in a
collaborative work, and Babinsky looks forward to further discussions. “I
think there will be more consultations on this issue, but that’s more an expres-
sion of my own hope than certainty.”

IN BRIEF
John Alsup, D. Thomason Profes-
sor of New Testament Studies, con-
tributed to Alan Lewis’s work,
Between Cross and Resurrection: The
Theology of Easter Sunday (Eerde-
man’s, forthcoming). Lewis was
professor of constructive and mod-
ern theology on the faculty of
Austin Seminary from 1987 until
his death in 1994. Alsup wrote the
forward and proofread the work’s
footnote cross-references.

Sherron George, assistant professor
of evangelism and mission, was the
keynote speaker at the “Light of the
World” mission conference on
March 3-4, sponsored by several
Presbyterian churches in Jackson,
Mississippi. She will host the Gen-
eral Assembly’s Advisory Commit-
tee on International Evangelism,
which she chairs, at Austin Semi-
nary, April 2-4. And later this
spring, George will be the first
woman to keynote a Synod of the
Sun Men’s Conference at Mo-
Ranch. The conference, May 4-6, is
on “Mission & Evangelism in the
21st Century.”

Carol Miles, assistant professor of
homiletics, served as theologian-in-
residence at the Princeton Forum
on Youth Ministry held in San
Antonio, January 8-11. Miles con-
ducted two seminars grounded in
Old Testament wisdom literature
for pastors and lay leaders titled,
“When Bad Things Happen to
Good Kids” and “More Precious
Than Jewels: Mining the Wisdom
of Proverbs for Youth Ministry.”
Steve Reid, professor of Old Testa-
ment, also led a seminar on the
Psalms, “Finding a Song in a For-
eign Land.”



Center for Hispanic
theological study
names director
The Reverend Dr. Salatiel
Palomino López has been selected
as the director of the Ecumenical
Initiative for Hispanic Theological
Education in the Southwest—
Austin Seminary’s cooperative proj-
ect with the Episcopal Theological
Seminary in the Southwest and the
Lutheran Seminary Program in the
Southwest.

Palomino López, a native
of Mexico City, was ordained
to the ministry of Word and
Sacrament by the Presbyterian
Church in Mexico. His life’s
work has encompassed active
involvement in both the parish
and seminary, serving in pas-
toral positions in Mexico City
and Austin and as president
and professor of Seminario
Teológico Presbiteriano de
México. Educated in the U.S.,
Palomino López earned his
B.A. degree from Rider
College and the Th.M. and
Ph.D. from Princeton
Theological Seminary.

“It is a great opportunity,”
says Palomino López, “to pro-
mote and develop the ministry
of many Christian leaders at a
time and place where an
encounter of historical propor-
tions between two formidable
cultures is happening.”

The Feb fourt e e n
Austin Seminary welcomed four-
teen new students this February, a
record for spring-term matricula-
tion. Seven enrolled in the Master
of Arts in Theological Studies pro-
gram; seven more are candidates for
the Master of Divinity degree.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

STAFF NOTES

The Reverend Dr. Ann B. Fields
(MDiv’98), spiritual director with
New Life Institute in Austin, has
been appointed interim director of
Vocation and Admissions. A profes-
sional educator, Fields holds B.A.
and Ph.D. degrees from the
University of Texas at Austin and
an M.Ed. from Southwest Texas
State University. She fills the post
vacated by Quinn Fox, who
resigned in December to become
minister of adult education at First

Presbyterian Church, Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

Victoria “Vicky” Ruiz, joined
the Seminary in January as staff
accountant. A native of San
Pedro Sula, Honduras, she
holds a B.S. degree in account-
ing and an M.S. in business
management.

Mona Eagle, Stitt Library’s
acquisitions assistant, has illus-
trated a new children’s book,
Clayton’s Path. Published by
Apogee Publishing, it tells the
story of Clayton, an exuberant
pack mule with Attention
Deficit Disorder. This is Eagle’s
first book, but her
Southwestern style artwork has
been shown in numerous gal-
leries and art shows since 1989.

These former trustees of Austin
Seminary died in 2000:

William W. Hatcher, (trustee:
1967-1988) Fayetteville, North
Carolina, October 18; Roland A.
Carpenter, (trustee: 1984-1993)
Little Rock, Arkansas, September
21; and Mildred Dabe Meyer,
(trustee: 1976-1985) New Orleans,
Louisiana, November 17.

The (love) doctor is in
Perhaps the members of Austin
Seminary’s Multi-cultural Student
Committee were looking ahead to
Valentine’s Day when they invited
Dr. Sheron C. Patterson to help
the Seminary celebrate Black
History Month at its annual
Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative Service on
February 6. In addition to her role
as senior pastor of Jubilee United
Methodist Church in the Dallas
suburb of Duncanville, Dr.

Patterson is the host of “Love
Doctor,” a syndicated radio pro-
gram that airs weekly on the ABC
radio network. The Seminary
Chapel was filled to capacity for
Patterson’s address, “How are You
Living?”; members of the Huston-
Tillotson College Concert Choir
offered a stirring anthem.

This year’s Polity Bowl featured the first-
ever combined pre-game practices and an
Episcopal-sponsored barbecue. Ecumenism
aside, Austin Seminary burned up the
field in a stunning 21-0 victory over long-
time rival Episcopal Theological Seminary
of the Southwest.



ASA Banquet and Meeting

Awardees selected, 
board elected
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At its Annual Banquet and
Meeting on January 31, 2001,

the Austin Se m i n a ry Association
(ASA) conferred its Aw a rds for
Service on two deserving alumni,
Michael Fielding Murray and
Phineas A. Washer.

A graduate of Austin College
and Austin Se m i n a ry, Mi c h a e l
Murray (MDiv’61) served churches
in Mercedes and Kingsville, Texas,
and Pittsburgh, Pe n n s y l va n i a ,
before making a ministry-changing
decision: to be a pastor and consult-
ant to the business and churc h
worlds simultaneously through his
i n n ova t i ve business, Cre a t i ve
Interchange. In the past twenty-five
years, Murray has led management
and communication seminars for
religious and secular organizations
throughout the nation and world;
among his more high-profile clients
are IBM, Exxon-Mobil, and NASA.

During this time Murray has served
churches as well—as parish associate
at First Pre s byterian Churc h ,
Arlington, Texas, and Fi r s t
Presbyterian Church, Austin.

You might expect Ph i n e a s
Washer ( M Di v’56, DMi n’93) to
appear somewhat rattled given this
recent experience: a ceiling fan came
crashing down on the pulpit at his
re t i rement service at Pipe Cre e k
Presbyterian Church last July; nev-
ertheless, Washer’s “peaceful, easy”
spirit held true. In his forty-two
years of ministry with churches in
Alvin, Beaumont, Ho u s t o n ,
Boerne, and Pipe Creek, Te x a s ,
Washer earned a reputation as a
p e a c e m a k e r. That reputation has
broadened to national and interna-
tional acclaim through Wa s h e r’s
efforts for peace in Israel, the Soviet
Union, and East Africa, and
through his work with organizations

CLASS NOTES

1950’s
William O. Walker Jr. (MDiv’57)
has been named as the first holder
of the Jennie Farris Railey King
Professorship in Religion at Trinity
University. A member of the Trinity
faculty since 1962, Walker served as
chair of the Department of
Religion from 1980-1988 and as
dean of the Division of Humanities
and Arts from 1988-1999. He has
recently completed a book on
Interpolations in the Pauline Letters,
which will be published by
Sheffield Academic Press.

1990’s
W. Brent Hampton (MDiv’99)
and Kristin Galle (S, Austin,
Texas) married December 28,
2000.

Ken F. Sellers (MDiv’99) is the
president of the Board of Amistad
Family Violence and Rape Crisis
Center serving Val Verde, Kenney,
and Edwards Counties in Texas.

Elizabeth C. Decker (MDiv’92)
manages the Speakers and Tours
Program at United Way/Capital
Area in Austin.

BIRTHS
To Brian (MDiv’98) and Carol
Howard Merritt (MDiv’98) a
daughter, Calla Layne, February
11, 2001.

To Kathleen and Fredrick F.
Thrower (MDiv’91) a son,
Thomas Franklin, September
19, 2000.

To Kristine (MDiv’91) and
Mark Brantley-Gearhart
(MDiv’93) a daughter, Zara
Diane, May 28, 2000.

Phin Washer and
Mike Murray
shared the spotlight
as this year’s ASA
Service Award
winners.
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Share your news with
other Austin Seminary
alumni/ae: alum@
austinseminary.edu

NECROLOGY
James L. Henderson (MDiv’55)
Oxford, Mississippi, May 19,
2000

Charles P. Harnest (MDiv’52)
Fort Worth, Texas, January 13,
2001

John H. McCord (MDiv’59)
Kerens, Texas, January 13, 2001

such as Other Di rections; the
Palestinian Campaign for Human
Rights; Anytown, USA; and the
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship.

The 2001 ASA Banquent and
Meeting also provided an opportu-
nity for the alumni/ae association to
elect a new slate of officers and
members to its board of directors.
Warner M. Bailey (MDiv’64), pas-
tor of Ridgelea Pre s by t e r i a n
Church, Ft. Worth, Texas, will serve
as president of the ASA Board for
the year 2001; Ilene B. Du n n
( M Di v’80, DMi n’97), pastor of
Madison Sq u a re Pre s by t e r i a n
Church, San Antonio, Texas, will be
vice president. The Class of 2003
consists of: Dianne E. Brow n
( M Di v’95), pastor of Fi r s t
Pre s byterian Church, Big Sp r i n g ,
Texas; Ronald M. Gu i n n
( M Di v’59, ThM’71) re t i re d ,
Austin, Texas; William K. Hedrick
( M Di v’65), pastor of Se c o n d
Pre s byterian Church, St. Louis,
Missouri; and W. Dennis Ritchie
( M Di v’98), pastor of Fi r s t
Pre s byterian Church, Clare m o re ,
Oklahoma.

MidWinter
Moments

Catching up: Members of the
Class of 1951 and their spouses;
three former Seminary vice
presidents: Bill Hedrick, Jerry
Tompkins, and John Evans;
Ruben Armendariz, President
Shelton, and Fran Shelton;
Clifford “Tip” Williams; and
the Class of 1961.



ticipate in the Overseas Ministries
Study Center’s seminars on critical
missional issues; two others flew to
Geneva, Switzerland, for a class on
ecumenism and mission with speak-
ers from the World Council of
Churches.

All of these adve n t u res we re
made possible by Austin Se m i n a ry’s
g e n e rous Gunther Scholarships for
c ross-cultural study.
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While the rest of us we re
attempting to digest our

Christmas fruitcakes, many Austin
Seminary students were busy pack-
ing their bags. Two different student
groups chose the Southwest as their
destination: five headed to Santa Fe,
New Mexico, for an experience in
cross-cultural ministry sponsored by
the PC(USA)’s Plaza Re s o l a n a ;
another four students set their sights

on Sun City, Arizona, to engage in
ministry with older adults under the
leadership of Adjunct Professor Sam
Riccobene (MDiv’91). 

Other students packed a little
h e a v i e r. With Professor Mi c h a e l
Ji n k i n s as their guide, thirt e e n
embarked on a wintery journey to
Scotland, learning about the history
and traditions of the church in that
country. A fourth group trekked
across the Middle East with Old
Testament Professor A n d y
Dearman, covering Israel, Jordan,
and Syria in their quest to discover
for themselves the wonders of the
Holy Land. Mission was the theme
of two more travel opportunities:
two Austin Seminary students went
to New Haven, Conneticut, to par-
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