
AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Courses Available to Special Students and Auditors, Fall 2015

Term dates:  September 8 - December 18, 2015

THE BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT

Bi.102 Introduction to the Old Testament Credits: 6

Prof: Megan Case (adjunct faculty) Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

This course is a study of the Old Testament as shaped by the varied circumstances
in which the faith and life of the believing communities found expression. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

Bi.108 Elementary Biblical Hebrew Credits: 6

Prof: Gregory Cuéllar   (gcuellar@austinseminary.edu) Limit: see note

Note:  Open to Special Students (limit 3) and Auditors (limit 1), with permission of professor.

Meets: Mondays and Fridays, 9:30 - 10:50 a.m.

This course is designed to equip a student with basic reading skills in biblical
Hebrew making extensive use of selected readings from the Hebrew Bible.

Prerequisite(s):
none

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY

CM.201 Understanding and Enabling the Missional Church Credits: 6

Prof: Philip Wingeier-Rayo Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Wednesdays and Fridays, 8:00 - 9:20 a.m.

Participants in this course trace theological and other developments which have led
to the emergence of the missional church concept. After reflecting on the North
American cultural context, students explore various approaches to moving a church
toward missional ethos and praxis.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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Department of the Church’s Ministry, cont.

CM.217 The Church’s Ministry with Youth Credits: 6

Prof: David White Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Tuesday evenings, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

The church's role in empowering young people as agents of faith is explored in this
course. Attention is given to the socio-cultural context of contemporary adolescents,
including the risks and possibilities represented by commercial forces, social
fragmentation and technology. The aim of this course is to provide students with
critical perspectives for considering the future of youth ministry, as well as a survey
of current youth ministry approaches.

Prerequisite(s):
none

CM.224 Pastoral Care Credits: 6

Prof: Paul Kraus (adjunct faculty) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Thursday evenings, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

This course introduces students to the art of pastoral care. Emphasis is given to
thinking theologically about care, to developing basic assessment and caring skills,
and to acquiring greater awareness of the minister’s self and environment. Students
explore the relationship between pastoral care and worship, and reflect on care with
respect to common pastoral concerns such as bereavement, terminal illness and
suffering, marriage and family relationships, crisis intervention, and diversity. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

DSP.001 History and Polity of the Baptist Church Credits: 6

Prof: Larry Bethune (adjunct faculty) Limit: none 

Note:  Open to Special Students. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: To be arranged by professor and registered students.

The course, classified as a directed study, is intended to satisfy denominational
requirements in Baptist polity and history. The meeting times will be arranged by
the professor and students. Register for it as you would a regular course.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

TH.100 Introduction to the History of Christianity:  Apostolic Era to 1650 Credits: 6

Prof: David Johnson Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30 - 3:50 p.m. 

This course surveys the development of Christianity from the earliest communities
established by the apostles through the Reformation era. Attention is given to the
critical turning points for Christianity in relation to the state, the practice of worship
and piety, and institutional development.

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.104 Theology:  Doctrines and Themes Credits: 6

Prof: Tom Currie III (adjunct faculty) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30 - 5:20 p.m.

This course explores the basic doctrines and themes of Christian systematic
theology, including: revelation, Trinity, creation, humanity, sin, christology, atone-
ment, Holy Spirit, church, and eschatology. Students learn basic theological
vocabulary and are invited to explore some of the main questions people of faith
have always raised about the relevance of Christian doctrine to their actual lives.
Students study the theology of John Calvin and are also introduced to a broad range
of thinkers and ideas that have shaped theological discourse through the centuries
and into today. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.155   African American Religious Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Asante Todd Limit: 20

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Wednesdays, 8:00 - 10:50 a.m.

This course examines major historical and contemporary trends in African American
theology and ethics. Special attention is given to the ways that African American
theologians and ethicists formulate theology, critically engage a constellation of
social and theological problems, and promote liberation and empowerment.
Objectives of the course are to give students an understanding of the historical
trajectory of African American theology and ethics, to increase understanding of
American society from the perspective of black religious thought, and to introduce
students to a set of problems specific to the discourse.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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Theological-Historical Department, cont.

TH.200 Introduction to Christian Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Asante Todd Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00 - 9:20 a.m.

This course serves as an introduction to basic themes, concepts, and methodolo-
gies of Christian ethics, understood as Christian reflection on the sources, norms,
practices, and ends of human (moral) life. Among topics addressed are: natural law,
virtue theory, liberationist ethics, and Christian feminist ethics. Objectives of the
course are to gain a clear understanding of our moral commitments, to assist in
developing a basic vocabulary in moral theory and theology, and to introduce
students to a number of approaches to Christian moral discernment.  

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.204 Introduction to World Religions Credits: 6

Prof: Whit Bodman   (wbodman@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Auditors need permission of professor. Prerequisite
applies.

Meets: Lecture: Tuesdays, 2:30 - 4:20 p.m. AND
Small group:   #1 Wednesdays, 1:00 - 1:50 p.m. OR, #2 Thursdays, 10:00 - 10:50 a.m., OR #3
Thursdays, 3:00 - 3:50 p.m.

In this course students study the origin, history, basic beliefs, practice, and internal
diversity of several of the major religious traditions of the world - Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam - as well as two indigenous traditions. Students engage
participants in each of these traditions and visit worship sites for several traditions.
This course focuses on the process, etiquette and challenges of studying and
engaging another religious community; and the particular theological issues that
each of these traditions raises for Christians.

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104 or
TH.106

TH.208 Environmental Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Bill Greenway   (wgreenway@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Both need permission of professor.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 10:50 a.m.

This course focuses on issues in environmental ethics from a Christian perspective.
Issues that may be considered include climate change, distribution and accessibility
of potable water, preservation of habitat, valuing and treatment of non-human
animals, endangered species, genetic engineering, environmental racism, popula-
tion, conservation, wilderness, as well as the use, preservation, and distribution of
limited resources. The course attends both to major contemporary secular ethical
and legal approaches to issues and to major Christian ethical approaches.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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Theological-Historical Department, cont.

TH.264 The History and Doctrine of the United Methodist Church Credits: 6

Profs: David White and Melissa Wiginton Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Prerequisites apply.

Meets: Mondays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m. and Wednesdays, 12:30 - 1:50 p.m.

The course provides an overview of the history and doctrine of the Methodist
movement from 1726 to the early twentieth century. Students explore the life, work,
and theology of John Wesley, the roots of Methodism, and the early American
Methodist experience. Close attention is paid to the theology and history of the
predecessor denominations of The United Methodist Church (such as Moravians,
Anglicans, Dissenters, and the Evangelical United Brethren) and successor denomi-
nations (such as the African Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal
Zion, Christian Methodist Episcopal, and a range of Holiness churches).

Prerequisite(s):
TH.100 and
either TH.104
or TH.106
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