
AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Courses Available to Special Students and Auditors, Fall 2016
Semester dates:  September 6 - December 16, 2016

Limits listed are for total class enrollment, unless specified as pertaining only to Special Students or Auditors.

THE BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT

M REQUIRED COURSES (See Catalogue for specific degree requirements)

Bi.102 Introduction to the Old Testament Credits: 6

Prof: Song-Mi Suzie Park  (spark@austinseminary.edu) Limit:  none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required.

Meets: Mondays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m. and Wednesdays, 12:30 - 1:50 p.m.

This course is a study of the Old Testament as shaped by the varied circumstances
in which the faith and life of the believing communities found expression. 

Prereq.: none

Bi.108 Elementary Biblical Hebrew 
(see Catalogue for MDiv language requirements)

Credits: 6

Prof: Gregory Cuéllar  (gcuellar@austinseminary.edu) Limit:  see note

Note:  Open to Special Students (limit 2) and Auditors (limit 1). Permission of professor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

This course is designed to equip a student with basic reading skills in biblical
Hebrew making extensive use of selected readings from the Hebrew Bible.

Prereq.: none

M EXEGESIS COURSES  (see Catalogue for MDiv language requirements)

Bi.201 Matthew (Exegesis) Credits: 6

Prof: Margaret Aymer   (maymer@austinseminary.edu) Limit: 20

Note:  Open to Special Students with professor’s permission. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Wednesdays, 12:30 - 1:50 p.m., and Fridays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

No description available. Prereq.: Bi.120

Bi.341 1st Peter (Exegesis) Credits: 6

Prof: Lewie Donelson Limit: 15

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

No description available. Prereq.: Bi.120
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M EXEGESIS COURSES, cont. (see Catalogue for MDiv language requirements)

Bi.361 Hosea (Exegesis) Credits: 6

Prof: Gregory Cuéllar Limit: 15

Note:  Open to Special Students. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 10:50 a.m.

No description available. Prereq.: Bi.108

M NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES

Bi.226 New Testament and American Culture Credits: 6

Prof: Margaret Aymer Limit:  see note

Note:  Open to Special Students (limit 2) and Auditors (limit 2). No permission required.

Meets: Wednesdays and Fridays, 8:00 - 9:20 a.m.

In this course, students examine how the New Testament functions as “scripture.”
Students examine US readings of the New Testament throughout history. They visit,
and study, communities that use the New Testament as scripture. They exegete the
central texts of these communities. Finally, students juxtapose exegesis with
observation, reflecting on the New Testament as scripture and implications for
ministry.

Prerequisite(s):
none

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY

M REQUIRED COURSES

CM.236 Introduction to Preaching Credits: 6

Prof: Carolyn Browning Helsel   (chelsel@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required

Meets: Mondays and Fridays, 9:30 - 10:50 a.m.
Note:  Student preaching takes place in small groups within the scheduled class period and, if
necessary, during the Friday chapel slot, 11:10-11:50 a.m. Groups are assigned by the professor.

This course provides students a general introduction to the task of preaching. In it
students are asked to consider basic questions relative to the purpose of preaching
and methods appropriate to that purpose. Further, students examine the ordinary
mode of preaching called a sermon to determine its essential characteristics. In
addition, this introductory course offers the opportunity for the participants to
practice various skills requisite to responsible designing of sermons and effective
oral communication.

Prerequisite(s):
Bi.102, Bi.116,
CM.122
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M REQUIRED COURSES, cont. 

CM.244 Introduction to Pastoral Care and Counseling: Care for Stories, Systems,
and Self

Credits: 6

Prof:  Philip Browning Helsel   (phelsel@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students, no permission required. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30 - 5:20 p.m.

Pastoral care relies upon the gracious care of God and is a practice fostered by the
whole people of God. This course promotes a holistic vision of the person in
context, indicating how to develop relationships of trust across difference. Students
study the structural factors, including prejudice and poverty, that impact congrega-
tions. This course also teaches wise practice in light of suicide, intimate partner
violence, and addiction. Students learn to care for themselves in the daily routines
of pastoral work by savoring life.

Prerequisite(s):
none

M ELECTIVE COURSES – Department of the Church’s Ministry

CM.187 The Church’s Song Credits: 6

Prof: Eric Wall  (ewall@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors, with permission of professor.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00 - 9:20 a.m.

This course looks at song as participatory theology, enabling the people’s prayer
and the church’s witness. Topics include streams of song, resources for planning,
style and language, aesthetics and context, faith formation, and implications for
ethics and justice. Students read practitioners and scholars of church music and
study the relationship of music to scripture and liturgy. Students in this course plan
and lead worship services in the semester chapel schedule. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

CM.208 Introduction to Global Christianities Credits: 6

Prof: Phil Wingeier-Rayo Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30 - 5:20 p.m.

This course traces the cross-cultural history of Christianity as a global movement.
The role of missionaries, immigration, and renewal movements are examined, as
well as socio-economic, cultural and theological influences on the spread of
Christianity. Non-Western expressions of Christianity are emphasized, such as the
three-self movement in China, transnational church networks, indigenous churches,
Pentecostalism, and African Independent Churches. Participants explore ways
Western Christianity can learn from expressions of Christianity in the Global South. 

Prerequisite(s):
none
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THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

M REQUIRED COURSES (See the Catalogue for particular degree requirements)

TH.100 Introduction to the History of Christianity:  Apostolic Era to 1650 Credits: 6

Prof: David Johnson Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30 - 3:50 p.m. 

This course surveys the development of Christianity from the earliest communities
established by the apostles through the Reformation era. Attention is given to the
critical turning points for Christianity in relation to the state, the practice of worship
and piety, and institutional development.

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.104 Theology:  Doctrines and Themes Credits: 6

Prof: Cindy Rigby Limit:  see note

Note:  Open to Special Students (limit 10), no permission required. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 10:50 a.m.

This course explores the basic doctrines and themes of Christian systematic
theology, including: revelation, Trinity, creation, humanity, sin, christology, atone-
ment, Holy Spirit, church, and eschatology. Students learn basic theological
vocabulary and are invited to explore some of the main questions people of faith
have always raised about the relevance of Christian doctrine to their actual lives.
Students study the theology of John Calvin and are also introduced to a broad range
of thinkers and ideas that have shaped theological discourse through the centuries
and into today. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.200 Introduction to Christian Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Asante Todd Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesdays, 4:30 - 5:50 p.m. and Thursdays, 4:00 - 5:20 p.m.

This course serves as an introduction to basic themes, concepts, and methodolo-
gies of Christian ethics, understood as Christian reflection on the sources, norms,
practices, and ends of human (moral) life. Among topics addressed are: natural law,
virtue theory, liberationist ethics, and Christian feminist ethics. Objectives of the
course are to gain a clear understanding of our moral commitments, to assist in
developing a basic vocabulary in moral theory and theology, and to introduce
students to a number of approaches to Christian moral discernment.  

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M REQUIRED COURSES – Theological/Historical Department, cont.

TH.204 Introduction to World Religions Credits: 6

Prof: Whit Bodman Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students, no permission required. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Lecture: Tuesdays, 2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
Section assigned by the Registrar: #1 Wednesdays, 1:00-1:50 p.m; 

or #2 Thursdays, 1:00-1:50 p.m.; 
or #3 Thursdays, 2:30-3:20 p.m.

In this course students study the origin, history, basic beliefs, practice, and internal
diversity of several of the major religious traditions of the world – Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam – as well as two indigenous traditions. Students engage
participants in each of these traditions and visit worship sites for several traditions.
This course focuses on the process, etiquette and challenges of studying and
engaging another religious community; and the particular theological issues that
each of these traditions raises for Christians.
i  Note: Students will be assigned to small group sections by the registrar.
i  Note: Class requires participation in field trips and other schedule activities

outside of class. Options will be offered to accommodate schedles.

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104 or
TH.106

TH.206 Biomedical Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Bill Greenway  (wgreenway@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00 -9:20 a.m.

This course focuses upon issues in biomedical ethics especially pertinent to
Christian pastors, chaplains, and counselors. Special attention is given to begin-
ning- and end-of-life issues (e.g., genetic screening, abortion, euthanasia), issues in
animal (including human) experimentation, transhumanism, and issues related to
distribution of scarce resources and access to health care. Students gain familiarity
with the four-fold focus on the principles of autonomy, nonmaleficence, benefi-
cence, and justice that inform contemporary Western biomedical ethics and legal
theory, as well as the distinctive principles invoked by various Christian confessions.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M ELECTIVE COURSES:  Theological-Historical Department

TH.235   Special Topics: African Theology Credits: 6

Prof: Lameck Banda (Visiting Professor from Justo Mwale University, Zambia) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Wednesdays and Fridays, 9:30 - 10:50 a.m.

In order to enhance fruitful and critical conversation between students’ own
world-views and African Contextual Theology, the course provides students an
opportunity for: (1) a broad understanding of contextualization as a starting point
for African Contextual Theology, and (2) an engagement in a critical analysis of the
phenomenological, theological and contextual discourses of African Contextual
Theology in line with Biblical Theology.

Prerequisite(s):
none

TH.237 Theology and Hermeneutics Credits: 6

Profs: Bill Greenway   (wgreenway@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

Hermeneutics, the study both of the interpretation of texts and of the understanding of
understanding itself, addresses questions at the heart of theology. We begin with a brief
survey of the hermeneutics of major Patristic and Reformed theologians. We focus in
particular on the influential trajectory initiated by Schleiermacher and continuing
through Gadamer, Habermas, and Ricoeur. Finally, we consider how developments in
hermeneutics are related to the emergence of liberation, Black, feminist, womanist,
Mujerista, and ecological theologies.

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104

TH.251 The Outsiders: Minority Religious Traditions in American History Credits: 6

Prof: Whit Bodman   (wbodman@austinseminary.edu) Limit: none

Note:  Open to Special Students, no permission required, and Auditors, with permission of professor.

Meets: Thursdays, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.

This course surveys the history of religious movements, both Christian and
non-Christian, that had existed outside the mainstream. We study the nature of
these groups, their relationship with mainstream American religion, and the
changing characterization of “mainstream” itself. We visit various groups and
explore the fundamental concept of religious pluralism “on the ground.” 

Prerequisite(s): 
none  
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