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Until the 20th century, the scholarly consensus seems to have been that the 
Crusades were primarily motivated by religious zeal, manifest in violence toward 

members of other religions. Under the influence of Marxism, Jones and other 
20th century scholars began to appreciate the economic factors that may have 

motivated some to go on crusade. For example, Rameous compares the 
economic activity evidenced in Venice before and after the period of the crusades 

(11th-13th centuries). However, based on close readings of contemporary 
chronicles and first-hand accounts, more recent scholars have found that neither 
economics, nor religious hatred were primary motivations. Rather, the primary 

impetus seems to have been piety, and the crusaders largely thought of 
themselves as pilgrims and crusades as a form of penance. As Flemmish knight 

Guy de’Orlean relates to his personal chronicler . . .  

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: AN 
EXAMPLE 



ASK (FOR HELP), AND YE SHALL RECEIVE 

Your librarians are here to help! 
 
 David Schmersal 
dschmersal@austinseminary.edu 
 
Contact us any time at libraryiq@austinseminary.edu with any 
questions. 
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