
 

 

Lamentations 

 

Many relevant sources can be found by 

clicking the Research Tools link in the 

grey box on the right-hand side of the 

library’s homepage.  

 
 

Then scroll down to  

 

Tools by Topic  
 

 Bible 

 

Commentaries  
 

Isa-Lam 
 

Lamentations 
 

For example: 
Samet, Nili. The Lamentation Over the Destruction 

of Ur. Mesopotamian Civilizations. 

Winona Lake, Indiana: Eisenbrauns, 

2014. 

 

 

Atla Religion Database 

Atla is an essential resource for scholarly research in religion and theology. You can gain access to it by 

clicking the Atla Database link below the main search box on the library homepage: 

 

 

https://www.austinseminary.edu/library/research-tools.
https://apts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=802362&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://apts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=802362&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://apts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=802362&site=eds-live&scope=site
https://apts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=nlebk&AN=802362&site=eds-live&scope=site


 

One of the most useful features in the Atla Religion Database is the ability to find scholarly journal 

articles and essays about a particular scripture passage. There are two ways to gain access to this feature: 

 

First, you can click the “Scriptures” tab 

in the blue top-level menu bar. 

 

This opens the ATLA Hierarchical 

Scripture Authority, which allows you to 

search by scrolling through a list of the 

books of the Bible in canonical order.  

 

 

Clicking [Expand] next to the name of 

the book of the Bible, e.g., 

Lamentations, will open a list of all the 

chapters in that book.  

 

 

Note: while you can expand to the verse level, it 

works best to use the chapter level, since you are 

less likely to miss relevant results. 

 

The second way to search for articles on 

a passage of Scripture in Atla is the 

Bible Citation Index. You can gain 

access to this by clicking  

“More” (or the three dots) and choosing 

“Indexes.” 

 

Then choose “Bible Citation” from the 

drop-down index (or in this case, the 

drop-up index) next to Browse an Index:  

 



Once you have selected “Bible Citation” 

as your index, type your scripture 

passage, e.g., “lamentations” or 

“lamentations 1” or “lamentations 1.12.” 

 

This generates a checklist of various 

verse ranges; select one or more and 

click “Add.” 

  

This creates a formatted list in the search 

box, comprising all the passages you 

have selected. Click “Search” to run the 

search. 

 

Note that this method allows you to 

create much more refined and precise 

searches. However, sometimes it can be 

advantageous to begin your search more 

broadly, since a more refined search may 

exclude some relevant, and/or useful 

results.  

 



  
 

Note that you can also refine your search by typing in additional search terms: 

 

 
 

  

Use the options in the left-hand 

column to refine your results. For 

example, the Publication Date 

slider allows you to limit results 

to items published in a certain 

date range, e.g., since 1992. 

Some results include a link to the 

full text of the article, as a PDF 

file or in some other format. 

If the full text is not available, 

please ask us about other ways 

to acquire a copy.  



Clicking the folder icon next to an item places it in your folder. This allows you to go through results 

more efficently, placing any that look potentially relevant in a folder for later review. 

 

You can see the items you have placed in your folder by clicking the Folder icon in the top menu bar.  

 

  
From the folder, you can select items and email them to yourself (this will also include the full-text file, 

if available). You can also save or print the records for select items, or export them to a bibliographic 

management program like RefWorks or Zotero.  

 

Note that the items will disappear when you close the browser, or if it times out. If you sign in to your 

EBSCO account, the items will remain in your folder, and you can gain access to them from any 

computer with internet access. Creating an EBSCO account is free, and distinct from your APTS log-in.  

 

You can also 

create subfolders 

to organize your 

research by class 

or topic.  

 

 



Clicking the title of an item takes you to that item’s record. This provides access to the following: 

(1) A link to the full text of the item, if available 

(2) A list of Subject Terms; these are links that you can use to begin a new search for other items 

on the same subject  

(3) Various options for printings, saving, and citing the item 

  

Using the links under Subject Terms to begin a new search is a good way to find other relevant results. 

Note that you can use additional search terms to refine your search. 

 

The “Cite” function generates a model citation that you can copy (be sure to check the citation to make 

sure it is correct): 

 

1 

2 

3 



In addition to Atla Relgion Database, other research tools that may be helpful in researching 

immigration and the Old Testament may be found on the Research Tools page on the library’s website. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



Credo Reference  

Credo Reference can be an excellent place to 

begin your research, especially if it is more 

interdisciplinary in nature. It provides access 

to several good academic reference works in a 

single search interface.  

  

 

The results page comprises a list of articles drawn from various dictionaries and encyclopedias, 

including many that focus on biblical studies: 

 

  
 

This can lead you to sources you might not have considered (or known about) otherwise: 

 

 

You can refine your 

results, for example, 

by selecting a 

particular subject. 



Many of these are listed under the 

Dictionaries and Encyclopedias tab  

 

You can find these by clicking the 

tab under  

 
Tools by Topic on the Research Tools 

page: 

 

 

 

You can also search within, or browse the Table of Contents of, a particular dictionary or encyclopedia 

to see if there are any other relevant entries: 

 

 
 

Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception Online  

 

While the search interface is somewhat cumbersome (and the product is still incomplete), EBR 

offers much useful information.  

 

On the landing page, click “ACCESS 

CONTENT”  

 

Type your search term(s) (e.g., “lamentations”) in the search box in the column on the left side of the 

screen. 

Bible    

https://apts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=https://www.degruyter.com/view/db/ebr


 

 
Note that it sometimes works best to change the search 

index from “Full Text” to “Title,” though this option does 

not always work properly. 

 

 

EBW discusses in detail how concepts (like 

lament) used, interpreted, and adapted in the 

Bible, and how the books of the Bible (like 

Lamentations) have been received and interpreted 

by Jewish and Christian (and other) faith 

communities and how they have been portrayed, 

and/or cited, and/or alluded to in literature, 

music, and film.  

 

 

 

 

You may find it 

helpful to 

switch Sort by 

to “Relevance” 



Oxford Biblical Studies Online   

 

OBSO provides access to several high-quality scholarly reference works on the Bible, including 

dictionaries and encyclopedias.  

 

You can use the search box on the 

main page to search for your topic 

(e.g., “lamentations”).  

 

This retrieves results from the 

various reference works included in 

the database, such as The Oxford 

Encyclopedia of the Bible and 

Theology and The Oxford 

Dictionary of the Bible. 

 

https://apts.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://www.oxfordbiblicalstudies.com/


 

 
 

 
 

One of the best sources for 

finding background 

information on a specific 

book of the Bible is The 

Oxford Encyclopedia of 

the Books of the Bible. 

 

 

You can also select 

an individual 

reference work. 

 

Click “TOOLS & 
RESOURCES,” then 

scroll down and 

click “Reference 
Works.” 

This opens a list of 

all the OUP 

reference works 

included in OBSO.  

Many entries are cross-

referenced with relevant entries 

in other dictionaries and 

encyclopedias in the database. 



Accordance Bible Software 

When you are doing exegesis, there are three basic types of information you need: 

 

(1) Lexical – information about specific words –  

a. What does this word mean? How do we know? 

b. Where else is it used? 

c. Do the significant words in this passage occur together elsewhere? How does its/their use 

elsewhere shed light on its/their use here? 

   

(2) Literary/grammatical – how words function in sentences, paragraphs, works, collections 

a. How does this word function in this sentence (or other syntactical unit)? 

b. What is its, and/or its grammatical unit’s, role in the wider literary context? 

c. Is this a common construction or an idiom, or is unusual? 

 

(3) Historical/cultural contextual – this has three perspectives, or axes of investigation:  

a. Context of the story/implied narrative (of a letter or poem) 

b. Context of the author (if different) 

c. Context/Development/Reception of the text 

 

All of this takes place in the larger task of discerning the meaning of a text, and its theological 

significance.  

 

Accordance can help you find all three kinds of information [note that this order does not reflect the 

sequence of the exegetical process; also remember that exegesis is an iterative process]. 



(1) Lexical – information about specific words –  

a. What does this word mean? How do we know? 

b. Where else is it used? 

c. Do the significant words in this passage occur together elsewhere? How does its/their 

use elsewhere shed light on its/their use here? 

 

 
 

1. Use the search bar to navigate to your passage. 

2. Click “Add Parallel” to see your text in another version, including the original languages. For 

example, you can add both the Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS) and Rahlfs’ edition of the 

Septuagint (LXX) as parallels to the NRSV. 

 

Note that you can also display the 

Hebrew Masoretic Text (MT) and 

the LXX as an interlinear. 

Click the interlinear button: 

 

Then choose “MT-LXX” 

 

1 
2 



 

It is also possible to open other texts, in another zone, for comparison. For example, you can open a 

Targum (early Aramaic paraphrase and translation of the Hebrew text) on Lamentations, both in 

Aramaic and in English translation: 

 

Use Instant Details (the Harry 

Potter Lightning Scar Button) to 

see more information on a given 

word. 

 

For example, hovering over the 

word ַ֖ל  with the instant עוֹל 

details button toggled gives 

you the following information:  

 

the lexical form is  עלל and the 

form that occurs in Lam 1.13 is 

a poal perfect, 3 masculine 

singular and it may be glossed 

“to act severely, glean.”  

 

Right Click on a word to see 

more options for finding 

additional information on a word, 

such as Look Up to look it up in 

a dictionary or lexicon (e.g., 

HALOT),  



Right Click on a word and select 

Search For – Lexeme, Inflected, 

Root, Tag – to see where else the 

lexical form, inflected (exact) 

form, or root of a given word 

occurs. 

 

You can also search for phrases 

 

 בְּיוֹ֖ם חֲר֥וֹן אַפּֽוֹ
 

Highlight the phrase, Right 

Click, and choose Search For – 

Lexeme. 

 

Finding other verses in which a 

phrase occurs can shed light on 

the use of the phrase in your 

passage through comparison 

and/or contrast. 

 

Note that you can use the 

commands under the Search 

menu to create more complex 

searches. 

 



For example, you can use the 

<AND> command to create 

searches for multiple words.  

 

 

  

You can use the View Analytics 

function to represent the results in 

varoius ways, including visually. 

 

 
 

<AND> 1=אֵשׁ־ 1=עֶצֶם־   

 



You can also add grammatical tags (joined to the word by @) 

to words to form more precise searches:  

 

 
  

 

 
The INFER command can help you discover related passages by finding other occurrences of phrases 

found in your passage. There are four steps to using this command: 

 

(1) Open a text in the language you 

want to search and use the 

search text box to navigate to 

your passage (e.g., Lam 1.12-

22). 

 

(2) Open a second “copy” of the 

text, or another text in the same 

language (e.g., NA28 and 

LXX).  

You can combine search 

commands  to from 

complex queries 



You may to set the Range of the search 

to limit your results to a specific book 

or group of books (e.g., the Torah); 

click the plus sign next to the search 

box and select a book or range of books 

from the drop-down menu.  
 

(3) From the Search menu select 

Enter Command – INFER. 

 

Note – you can leave most of the 

settings in the dialog box the pops up as 

they are, though you will want to be 

sure to select the tab that has the text 

you wish to search (if you have more 

than one tab open, they will display 

here). 

 

If your initial search does not retrieve 

any results, you can adjust the settings, 

for example, by lowering the number of 

words in the phrase or checking the 

“Ignore word order” box. 

 

Using the INFER search can help you 

discern connections between your 

passage and other passages that may 

suggest avenues for further research. 

For example, you may want to see if 

there are any other connections 

between the blessings and curses 

outlines in Deuteronomy and the 

conditions portrayed in Lamentations.  

 



(4) To verify your results, highlight 

a word or phrase indicated in 

red in your results list, right 

click on the highlighted word or 

phrase, and select Search Back 

Linked Text from the menu; 

this will show you where this 

phrase occurs in your passage. 

 

 

(2) Literary/grammatical – how words function in sentences, paragraphs, works, collections 

a. How does this word function in this sentence (or other syntactical unit)? 

b. What is its, and/or its grammatical unit’s, role in the wider literary context? 

c. Is this a common construction or an idiom, or is unusual? 

 

One of the best ways to discern the structure of a sentence, and thus see how a given word or phrase 

functions in its literary context, is sentence diagraming. Accordance has a built-in diagramming 

function: 

 

Drag and drop lines to represent 

grammatical relationships 

(subject, object, modifier, etc.) 

and then drag words from the 

text that fill these roles. 



To use the diagram function, select a portion of 

text you would like to diagram, and choose 

Diagram from the menu under the Language 

(ink pot) menu. 

 

 

A lexicon often provides useful grammatical information about how a given word or phrase is used in a 

passage. For example, while looking at the Instant Details for the word  ל ַ֖  in Lam 1:12 provides some עוֹל 

useful information, it does not fully elucidate how the word is being used in this verse: 

 

ל ַ֖ )עלל(   עוֹל    Verb poal perf 3 masc sing  to act severely, glean  1עלל־ 

 
[NRSVS] H5953  brought   

 

Looking up עלל in HALOT may help clarify how the phrase י ִ֑ ל ל  ַ֖ ר עוֹל   is being used in this verse אֲשֶֶׁ֥

(perhaps something like, “that was inflicted on me”). 
 

  poal: pf. ַעוֹלל: to be inflicted on someone (grief, pain) Lam 112. † 
 

Sometimes, in addition to looking words up in a dictionary, it can be helpful to consult a grammar. For 

example, looking up the word ָ֣ה  :in Lam 1:12 in HALOT offers the following information הוֹג 

 

 ,Syr. af. ʾaugı̄ to push away Eth. wagʾa, Tigr. (Littmann-H. Wb. 448b) to take care of; Arb. wajiya to have sore feet (horse) יגה

OSArb. ʾgw to strive (ZAW 75:309). 
  nif: pt. נוּגוֹת (dissimilated < *no-, Bauer-L. Heb. 443k :: Bergsträsser 2:128g: textual error): worried Lam 14; 

—Zeph 318 rd. מוֹעֵד כְיוֹם  Sept. (:: Gerleman 63). 

  pi: impf. ֶּה ֶּה* > ? :ויַגַ  † .to grieve, torment Lam 333 → hif :(Bauer-L. Heb. 220n: Rudolph 232) ויַיְגַ

  hif: pf. ָהוֹגהָּ ,הוֹגה; impf. תּוֹגיְוּן (Bauer-L. Heb. 412a); pt. ְמוֹגיִַך: to torment, grieve (THAT 1:840) Is 5123 

(Jenni 85) Job 192 Lam 15.12 (prp. ִהוֹגנַי Sept. Pesh., → pi. Rudolph 207) 332; —Is 5913 ֹהגֹו rd. ֹהָגו (I הגה). 

 Der. תּוּגהָ ,יגָוֹן. 

 
Note that the definitions for the Piel 

stem and the Hiphil stem are 

virtually identical.  

 



Consulting Walke and O’Connor’s Biblical Hebrew Syntax can help you find useful syntactical 

information (i.e., information about how words and phrases are combined to convey meaning) that can 

help you draw out the possible significance of the fact that the Hiphil stem of ָ֣ה  is used in in Lam הוֹג 

1:12. 

 

You can find Walke and 

O’Connor’s Biblical Hebrew 

Syntax by opening the 

Accordance Library: 

 

 
 

You can find relevant information by opening the Table of 

Contents: 

 

 

 

You can also find information pertaining to your passage by using the Amplify function.  

 

The Amplify function allows you to look up information in another source (text or tool). For 

example, click on Lam 1:18, open the Amplify menu, and choose Grammars – Waltke & O’Connor 

Hebrew Syntax to see if this verse is referenced in that grammar 

 

 
34 The predicate is so positioned as to yield the initial ṣ required for the acrostic. 



Accordance will even give you the proper citation (for this and any other tool, such as HALOT); Right 

Click in the source you are using and select Copy As – Bibliography:  

 

Waltke, Bruce K. and Michael P. O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Accordance 

electronic ed. Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

 

 

(3) Historical/cultural contextual – this has three perspectives, or axes of investigation: 

  

a. Context of the story/implied narrative (of a letter or poem) 

 

Use the Amplify 

function to look up 

information in 

another source (text 

or tool); for 

example, click on 

the word “net” and 

then select the 

Eerdmans’ 

Dictionary under 

Dictionaries to see 

an entry on ancient 

nets. 

 

 

b. Context of the author (if different) 

 

The best way to find information on a 

given book of the Bible, including 

authorship, when it was written, overview 

of the contents, etc. is looking up the book 

in a Bible dictionary, such as Eerdman’s 

Dictionary of the Bible.  

 

Open the Accordance Library, and find 

dictionaries listed under Tools. 

 
 

c. Context/Development/Reception of the text 

 

One important aspect of exegesis that Accordance makes infinitely easier is textual criticism; not only 

can you have multiple versions, such as the MT and LXX open in parallel,  



 
You can also open the critical apparatuses as parallel texts, which makes useful information about 

various manuscripts and sigla available in the Instant Details pane (so you can quickly and easily see 

what the 𝔊 represents). 
 

 



You can also open a lexicon (so you can look up the variants noted in the critical apparatus) and the 

BHS Latin Key (to see what terms/abbreviations like “vel” mean). 

 

 

 

 


