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Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary (Austin Seminary) acknowledges it signed and returned to the U.S. Department of Education the Certification and Agreement on March 11, 2021, and gives the assurance that Austin Seminary has used more than 50% of funds received under section 18004(a)(1) of the American Rescure Plan to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students.
1. The total amount of funds Austin Seminary received from the U.S. Department of Education for distribution to students is $$93,524.
2. The total amount of Emergency Financial Aid Grants distributed to students under section 18004(a)(1) of the ARP Act as of July 7, 2021 is $25,794.
3. The estimated total number of students at Austin Seminary eligible to participate in programs under section 484 in Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 and thus eligible to receive Emergency Financial Aid Grants under section 18004(a)(1) of the Cares Act is 120 
4. The total number of students who received an Emergency Financial Aid Grant under section 18004(a)(1) of the ARP Act is 27. 
5. The seminary put together a COVID-19 task force (CTF) to develop methods to determine which and how much students receive Emergency Financial Aid Grants. The task force created an online application in which each student indicated:
· The type of financial need (groceries, housing, course materials, technology, health/child care)
· The amount of funds requested 
· Briefly explain why you are requesting the funds
The CTF evaluated the applications based on the information provided, and they awarded funds based on the availability of funding. The average emergency grant is $955.33. 
6. Guidance and instruction provided:
·  Community announcement on May 22, 2020. 
· Information regarding the CARES Act and the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF) is displayed on the student portal.

