
Copyright and Fair Use for 
Faculty
Fair Use



Fair Use

• What is Fair Use?
– A legal term, codified in Section 107 of 

U.S. Copyright Law
– Allows free use of copyrighted material, 

without permission, in cases of criticism, 
comment, parody, news reporting, 
teaching, scholarship, and research

– Often a murky question of risk 
management



Fair Use

• Four-factor Test:
• Purpose of the Use 

– Commercial or non-profit? 
Educational?

• Nature of the Copyrighted 
Material
– Factual or creative?

• Amount Copied
• Effect on the Market for the 

Original



Fair Use

• Copies made under the protection of 
Fair Use should:

– Be made available for the minimum 
amount of time they are needed for the 
class. 

– Be posted on the password-protected 
Student/Faculty Portal. 

– Be made available free of charge.
– Include proper attribution and a notice 

of copyright.



Fair Use

• Notice of copyright:



Fair Use

• Not covered by Fair Use:
– Putting multiple chapters from a book or 

journal issue on your classroom portal or on 
reserve in the library.

– Putting a single chapter from a book or a single 
article from a journal issue that the library does 
not own on reserve at the library or on the 
Student/Faculty portal for multiple semesters.



The Rules

• One essay per book
• One article per journal
• One semester only
• On reserve in the library or on portal, 

not on the open web
• Always include copyright notice and 

full citation



Case Studies

• Can I copy two essays from a book 
that the library owns and put them on 
reserve in the library for one 
semester?

One essay per book only 
under fair use



Case Studies

• Can I scan an article from a journal 
that the library doesn’t own and put it 
on my portal for one semester?

Yes, for one semester



Case Studies

• Can I scan five poems from a book 
and email them to my class?

Problematic – creative work skews away 
from fair use, multiple poems skews 
away from fair use (especially if they 
are by the same author). Limit to one 
poem OR put the book of poetry on 

reserve in the library. If possible, link 
to the poems.



Questions?

Contact Kristy Sorensen, Associate 
Library Director and Head of Archives 

and Records Management

ksorensen@austinseminary.edu
512-404-4875


