
AUSTIN PRESBYTERIAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Courses Available to Special Students and Auditors, Fall 2017
Semester dates:  September 5 - December 15, 2017

FALL 2017: THE BIBLICAL DEPARTMENT

M REQUIRED COURSES (Refer to the Catalogue for particular degree requirements.)

Bi.102 Introduction to the Old Testament Credits: 6

Prof: Song-Mi Suzie Park     

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesday evenings; 6:00-9:00 p.m.

This course is a study of the Old Testament as shaped by the varied circumstances
in which the faith and life of the believing communities found expression. 

Prereq.: none

 

Bi.108 Elementary Biblical Hebrew Credits: 6

Prof: Neil Blumofe (adjunct faculty)

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays and Wednedays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course is designed to equip a student with basic reading skills in biblical Hebrew
making extensive use of selected readings from the Hebrew Bible.

Prereq.: none

M BIBLICAL STUDIES (English-Based)

Bi.233 The Family in the Old Testament Credits: 6

Prof: Song-Mi Suzie Park

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays, 1:00-2:20 p.m. and Wednesdays, 12:30-1:50 p.m.

Not only is the Old Testament filled with stories about families, but the Bible as a
whole can be viewed as a grand story about the family of God. This course looks at the
family in the Old Testament with a special focus on stories about intrafamilial
relationships. Students examine what defines family in the Bible, and why the biblical
writers so frequently characterized and emphasized the seemingly dysfunctional
aspects of the family in their stories. By examining these narratives, we explore how
biblical conceptions and narratives about familial relationships speak to and inform our
understanding of family and community in our own lives.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M BIBLICAL STUDIES (English-Based), continued

Bi.311 Womanist and Feminist Readings of the New Testament Credits: 6

Prof: Margaret Aymer

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays and Thursdays, 2:30-3:50 p.m.

This course explores the implications of feminist and womanist perspectives for the
reading and interpretation of the writings of the New Testament. Students explore how
the truism that women are people has undergirded feminist thought, arguing against
the marginalization of women, body, mind, and spirit. We further explore how
womanist thought has pushed further, calling for a consideration of the
intersectionality of race, class, and gender on women and their communities. How do
these interpretations change what and whom we notice? Of what value are these
questions for those preparing for ministry in the twenty-first century?

Prerequisite(s):
none

FALL 2017: THE DEPARTMENT OF THE CHURCH’S MINISTRY

M REQUIRED COURSES (Refer to the Catalogue for particular degree requirements.)

CM.244 Introduction to Pastoral Care and Counseling: Care for Stories, Systems, and
Self

Credits: 6

Prof:  Philip Browning Helsel

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Wednesdays, 8:00-10:50 a.m.

This course promotes a holistic vision of the person-in-context, indicating how to
develop relationships of trust across differences with special attention to rural contexts.
Students study the structural factors, including prejudice and poverty, that impact
families and kin networks within congregational systems. The course examines special
topics such as suicide, intimate partner violence, and addiction. Bringing practices of
care and counseling to the minister's self-care means prioritizing opportunities for
reflection and savoring life.

º Note: This is the one course that satisfies the pastoral care requirement in the
MDiv curriculum. 

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M ELECTIVE COURSES – Department of the Church’s Ministry
 

CM.187 Music and the Church (formerly titled The Church’s Song) Credits: 6

Prof: Eric Wall

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course looks at song as participatory theology, enabling the people's prayer  and
the church's witness. Topics include streams of song, resources for planning, faith
formation, style and language, aesthetics and context, and implications for ethics and
justice. Students read practitioners and scholars of music, study the relationship of
music to Scripture and liturgy, and explore the imaginative possibilities of music in the
church's life. Students plan and lead worship services in the semester chapel schedule. 

Prerequisite(s):
none

 

CM.255 Special Topics: Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany: Musical Seasons Credits: 3

Prof: Eric Wall

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. No permission required.

Meets: Tuesdays, 2:30-3:50 p.m.

This course focuses on musical practices during the seasons of Advent, Christmas, and
Epiphany. Students explore the repertories of congregational song for all three periods,
looking at the seasonal role and expectations of music in worship. Students complete
a final project of planning worship and music for a complete Advent-Christmas-
Epiphany cycle.

Prerequisite(s):
none

 

CM.287 Workshop in Liturgical Ministry: The Pastoral Celebrations Credits: 6

Prof: Blair Monie  bmonie@austinseminary.edu Limited

Note:  Open to Special Students, no permission required, and Auditors, with permission of professor.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8:00-9:20 a.m.

This course helps students develop and enhance their understandings and skills for
leading occasional and special services of worship, including the rites of marriage,
funerals, healing and ministry with the sick, ordination, and reaffirmation of baptism.
Students also reflect on the place of the sacraments in pastoral ministry and develop
pastoral skills for sacramental ministry with those who are unable to attend public
worship.

Prerequisite(s):
CM.122
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M ELECTIVE COURSES – Department of the Church’s Ministry, continued
 

CM.339A Workshop in Church Administration: Stewardship & Financial Leadership Credits: 6

Prof: Blair Monie bmonie@austinseminary.edu Limited

Note:  Open to Special Students, no permission required, and Auditors, with permission of professor.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30-3:50 p.m.

Students examine the practice of congregations with regard to all things financial,
including: the most popular “stewardship programs,” budgeting, financial manage-
ment, and capital fund raising. The class benefits from guest lecturers (pastors and lay
leaders) who will describe the practice of their congregations in all of these areas. The
workshop introduces students to the growing literature in this area, and to practical
administration and theological analysis of these programs.

Prerequisite(s):
none

FALL 2017: THEOLOGICAL-HISTORICAL DEPARTMENT

M REQUIRED COURSES (Refer to the Catalogue for particular degree requirements.)

TH.100 Introduction to the History of Christianity:  Apostolic Era to 1650 Credits: 6

Prof: David Johnson

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Mondays, 1:00-2:20 p.m. and Wednesdays, 12:30-1:50 p.m.

This course surveys the development of Christianity from the earliest communities
established by the apostles through the Reformation era. Attention is given to the
critical turning points for Christianity in relation to the state, the practice of worship
and piety, and institutional development.

Prerequisite(s):
none

 

TH.104 Theology:  Doctrines and Themes Credits: 6

Prof: Cynthia Rigby crigby@austinseminary.edu Limit: 10 Spec.

Note:  Open to Special Students (limit 10), no permission required. Closed to Auditors.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

This course explores the basic doctrines and themes of Christian systematic theology,
including: revelation, Trinity, creation, humanity, sin, christology, atonement, Holy
Spirit, church, and eschatology. Students learn basic theological vocabulary and are
invited to explore some of the main questions people of faith have always raised about
the relevance of Christian doctrine to their actual lives. Students study the theology of
John Calvin and are also introduced to a broad range of thinkers and ideas that have
shaped theological discourse through the centuries and into today. 

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M REQUIRED COURSES:  Theological-Historical Department, continued
 

TH.200 Introduction to Christian Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Asante Todd atodd@austinseminary.edu Limited

Note:  Open to Special Students (3) and Auditors (3). Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Mondays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course serves as an introduction to basic themes, concepts, and methodologies
of Christian ethics, understood as Christian reflection on the sources, norms, practices,
and ends of human (moral) life. Among topics addressed are: natural law, virtue
theory, liberationist ethics, and Christian feminist ethics. Objectives of the course are
to gain a clear understanding of our moral commitments, to assist in developing a
basic vocabulary in moral theory and theology, and to introduce students to a number
of approaches to Christian moral discernment.  

Prerequisite(s):
none

 

TH.204 Introduction to World Religions Credits: 6

Prof: Whit Bodman wbodman@austinseminary.edu

Note:  Open to Special Students, with permission of professor. Closed to auditors.

Meets: Lecture: Tuesdays, 2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
Section (required): #1 Wednesdays, 1:00-1:50 p.m; OROROROR    #2 Thursdays, 1:00-1:50 p.m.; OOOOR R R R #3

Thursdays, 2:30-3:20 p.m.

In this course students study the origin, history, basic beliefs, practice, and internal
diversity of several of the major religious traditions of the world – Buddhism,
Hinduism, Judaism, Islam – as well as two indigenous traditions. Students engage
participants in each of these traditions and visit worship sites for several traditions.
This course focuses on the process, etiquette and challenges of studying and engaging
another religious community; and the particular theological issues that each of these
traditions raises for Christians. 

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104 or
TH.106

 

TH.208 Environmental Ethics Credits: 6

Prof: Bill Greenway wgreenway@austinseminary.edu

Note:  Open to Special Students and Auditors. Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30-10:50 a.m.

This course focuses on issues in environmental ethics from a Christian perspective.
Issues that may be considered include climate change, distribution and accessibility
of potable water, preservation of habitat, valuing and treatment of non-human animals,
endangered species, genetic engineering, environmental racism, population,
conservation, wilderness, as well as the use, preservation, and distribution of limited
resources. The courses attends both to major contemporary secular ethical and legal
approaches to issues and to major Christian ethical approaches.

Prerequisite(s):
none
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M ELECTIVE COURSES:  Theological-Historical Department

TH.241 Islam and Christian/Muslim Relations Credits: 6

Prof: Whit Bodman wbodman@austinseminary.edu

Note:  Open to Special Students, no permission required, and Auditors, with permission of professor.

Meets: Thursday evenings, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

This course explores the world of Islam, its history, diversity, and various encounters
with Christianity. The class focuses on the shape of Islamic theology and practice, with
attention to implications and challenges for Christian theology and practice. Finally, we
experiment with actual Christian-Muslim dialogue, as it might be organized in a church
community.

Prerequisite(s): 
none  

 

TH.279 Political Theology Credits: 6

Prof: Asante Todd atodd@austinseminary.edu Limited

Note:  Open to Special Students (2) and Auditors (3). Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Thursdays, 2:30-5:20 p.m.

This course explores how various theologians conceptualize political theology, the
relationship between religion and politics, and their implications for Christian theology.
Special attention is given to the historical and contemporary North Atlantic context.
Students are introduced to the work of Carl Schmitt, Hannah Arendt, Eric Voegelin,
Johann Baptist Metz, and Dorothee Sölle.

Prerequisite(s):
One required
ethics course.

 

TH.289 Eschatology and Christian Hope Credits: 6

Prof: Dave Jensen djensen@austinseminary.edu Limited

Note:  Open to Special Students (2) and Auditors (2). Permission of professor required for both.

Meets: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1:00-2:20 p.m.

In this course students explore multiple voices within the Christian tradition that speak
of the “last things,” eternal life, and the consummation of creation. This exploration
is not restricted to theological understandings of future events, but includes ways in
which differing articulations of hope and eschatology permeate all Christian
understanding. Beginning with patristic and medieval understandings of the doctrine,
the course also highlights more recent critiques of Christian eschatology and
reformulations of the doctrine in light of them. Readings include selections from
Irenaeus, Origen, Bonaventure, John Calvin, Rudolf Bultmann, Catherine Keller and
Gustavo Gutiérrez.

Prerequisite(s):
TH.104 or
TH.106
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