
Why choose the Doctor of Ministry program at Austin Seminary?
Austin Seminary’s Doctor of Ministry graduates repeatedly report that the program is appropriately 

rigorous to meet their spiritual, intellectual, and pastoral needs and that the faculty and staff are 

warm, personal, and engaging. David Jones, director of the program, received the 2010 Distinguished 

Leadership in Doctor of Ministry Education Award from the Association for Doctor of Ministry 

Education (ADME), acknowledging the excellence of the program.

At Austin Seminary, our resident faculty comprises 

outstanding professors of national acclaim, deeply 

committed to the church and to the Doctor of Ministry 

program. They enjoy the experience and insights pastors 

bring to the classroom.

Students develop enduring collegial relationships with 

pastors of diverse backgrounds from around the country.

Home to one of the world’s largest universities as well 

as the seat of state government, the city of Austin is a 

wonderful place to visit, offering a wide variety of music, 

cultural, culinary, and recreational opportunities. 

The Doctor of Ministry program at Austin Seminary is designed to facilitate students’ spiritual and 

professional growth. Our program helps students to develop new skills, to acquire new ministerial 

resources, and to cultivate theological reflection and a high level of competence in pastoral practice.

Doctor of Ministry courses are held on campus in January and June; each course runs for two weeks. 

Students may only enroll in one course each term. After completing elective courses, students return 

to their ministry settings prepared to engage in an in-ministry or academic research project related to 

the course which has just been completed.

Each project is evaluated by the faculty supervisor prior to the next residency. Students are granted 

up to two years to craft a proposal and complete the Doctoral Project, the program’s final phase. 

This rhythm of study and reflection through courses taken in residence at Austin Seminary, combined 

with projects carried out in the student’s ministry setting, provides a community of peers as well as a 

balance of theory and practice that deepens skills and knowledge for ministry.
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The Doctor of Ministry program comprises three phases, which 
together are designed to fulfill the goals of the program. 

Phase I: Foundational Courses
The required course, “Ministry and Context,” introduces students to research methods, congregational 
studies, and various cultural theories and engages them in substantive research into their particular 
ministry contexts. The Doctoral Seminar introduces them to theological and biblical reflection, further 
research methods, and collaborative processes for identifying a research topic or issue.

Phase II: Elective Courses in One’s Area of Concentration
Each student selects an area of concentration in which to develop particular ministry competency. 
Four elective courses are required in this phase, one of which may be taken outside the area of 
concentration. 

The Bible and the Practice of Ministry emphasizes the theological, literary, social, and historical 
world of biblical origins. It seeks to develop a critical understanding of the various ways in which the 
biblical text is and has been interpreted in a range of ministry contexts. 

The Church’s Life and the Practice of Ministry focuses on the church’s shared life, including 
the various ways the Christian community is called to embody its faith in practice. Students reflect 
on the church’s normative practices of education and formation, care and counseling, mission and 
evangelism.

Theology and the Practice of Ministry allows students to focus on theological or ethical 
questions that arise in communities of faith and human society, examine the interplay between 
contemporary questions and classical doctrines, explore challenges and opportunities in Christian 
ministry in a religiously plural context, and probe the history of Christian traditions with an eye to the 
church’s future.

Proclamation and Worship allows students to study the history, theology, and ritual actions 
of worship. Students also examine a wide range of aspects of proclamation and will reflect on the 
interdisciplinary nature of proclamation by engaging current practices and trends.

Phase III: The Doctoral Project
Each candidate will select an aspect of ministry and develop a plan to implement and evaluate its 
effectiveness. Specifically, candidates envision a project and craft a proposal that integrates selected 
themes from their contextual analysis and theological and methodological reflection. Faculty supervise 
the development and implementation of the project and take part in the review. In this final phase 
candidates create a theological reflection on the topic under consideration and the directions for 
future research and ministry. After review by faculty readers, candidates must sustain an oral review 
of the project. Projects are understood to be opportunities to make substantial contributions to the 
understanding of a particular area of ministry. The work is considered a gift to the church, thus they are 
bound and placed in the Stitt Library on the Austin Seminary campus. 

To discuss the program or curriculum, contact the 

Reverend David Lee Jones, ThD, director of the Doctor of 

Ministry program. An interview with the director of the 

Doctor of Ministry program is required prior to admission. 

Scan this with a barcode scanner on your smart phone for more information.


