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Over the past month, Austin Seminary was pleased to welcome
to campus two prominent American pastors, the Rev. Joseph

L. Roberts Jr., and the Rev. Michael F. Thurman.  Joe Roberts elec-
trified the Seminary as this year’s preacher for the MidWinter
Lectures, and Michael Thurman, this year’s guest for the Martin
Luther King Jr. service, preached and taught the community a great
deal about Dr. King’s early years of ministry. Though from differ-
ent generations, Joe Roberts and Michael Thurman are both succes-
sors of King’s. Michael Thurman serves the Dexter Avenue King
Memorial Baptist Church in downtown Montgomery, Alabama,
where “Mike” King served as a young pastor; and Joe Roberts serves
the Ebenezer Baptist Church in downtown Atlanta, where King
subsequently served as co-pastor with his illustrious father, Martin
Luther King Sr. What follows in these pages are their reflections on
the contributions of Dr. King and the unfinished business of the
Civil Rights movement. Needless to say, we were honored by both
pastors and by the unique contributions each made to our thinking
and our dreaming.

If there is a danger in our culture’s stewardship of the memory
of Dr. King and his contributions to American life, it is that of so
polishing off his prophetic edges that we make of him an icon—an
empty vessel into which we can pour ideas and agendas that he
would never have uttered or endorsed. So it is that it is possible in
these days to hear politicians, for example, calling for the rollback
of affirmative action programs and using King’s words to justify a
system in which people are judged “not by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character.” Such positions represent the
absolute opposite of values that King championed, but this is the
danger when a historic figure’s legacy begins to take a back-seat to
contemporary expediencies.

It struck me, therefore, that this year was a particularly impor-
tant time for us to welcome two people especially equipped to
remind us of King’s essence. As much as it pains me to acknowledge
this, our student body is a collection of people who in great meas-
ure entered life after Martin Luther King’s death (I myself was a lit-
tle boy when I went with my family to hear King preach one sum-
mer night in the Montreat auditorium). So many of our students
were grateful, therefore, for the history lesson that Michael
Thurman offered as he rehearsed King’s reluctant but inspired lead-
ership in the aftermath of Rosa Park’s refusal to relinquish her seat
on a Montgomery bus. Others of us were equally grateful for Joe
Roberts’ embodiment of inspiring truth-telling that lies at the core
of prophetic preaching. Through the witness of both of these
remarkable men, not only did the King legacy ricochet around our
campus for a while.  More importantly, the prophetic dimension of
pastoral ministry offered itself not so much as a style we might
choose or not (kind of like wallpaper); but as an imperative that is
likely to be laid upon us all from time to time by the providential
demands of history.

Read on, and be inspired!
Theodore J. Wardlaw
President

LOOKING OUTWARD

President’s Preaching and
Speaking Calendar
February 24, Speaker, Ambassadors dinner,
First PC, Oklahoma City

March 6-7, Lecturer & Preacher, Centennial
Enrichment Lecture Series, First PC, Kerrville,
Texas

March 13, Preacher, Brick PC, New York
City

April 3, Preacher 30th Anniversary
Celebration, West Plano PC, Plano, Texas

April 8-10, Retreat Speaker, First PC,
Houston, (Issues Class)

April 24, Preacher & Lecturer, Lakeview PC,
New Orleans

April 26, Speaker, Ambassadors dinner,
Second PC, Little Rock

May 1, Preacher, First PC, San Angelo, Texas

June 1, Speaker, United Methodist
Conference, Corpus Christi, Texas

July 16-22, Preacher & Teacher, Presbyterian
Association of Musicians Conference,
Albuquerque, New Mexico

August 12-13, Preacher & Teacher,
Presbytery of Shepards and Lapsley



2-14 “ The most segregated hour”?
2 Taking up the mantle

Two pastors who lead the churches Martin Luther
King Jr. served speak of his legacy and their calling
AN INTERVIEW

5 “Remaining awake through 
a great revolution”
King’s last sermon is prophetic still 
BY MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

11 One in the Spirit
Presbyterians have a dream 
for a multicultural church
BY SHANNON NEUFELD

14 Community news

17 Faculty news

18 Development news

19 Alumni/ae news

Back cover Photos from the 2004 Polity Bowl

CONTENTS

Theological Education Fund
(1% Plan)

The theological schools of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
no longer receive funding from
the basic mission budget of the
General Assembly. Churches
are asked to contribute 1% of
their operating budgets to the
fund, which is then distributed
to the seminaries.

Publisher & Mailing Statement

Windows is published three times each year
by Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary.
ISSN 2056-0556

Non-profit bulk mail permit no. 2473

Austin Seminary Windows
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
100 E. 27th St.
Austin, TX 78705-5797

phone: 512-472-6736 
e-mail: windows@austinseminary.edu
fax: 512-479-0738
www.austinseminary.edu

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Elizabeth C. Williams, Chair

Michael D. Allen
Carolyn W. Beaird
Dianne E. Brown
James W. Bruce Jr. 
Diane E. Buchanan
Cassandra Carr
George S. Cladis
Peggy L. Clark
Frank Diaz
Elizabeth Blanton Flowers
Donald R. Frampton
Judye G. Hartman 
Bruce G. Herlin
Robert T. Herres
James R. Hunt
J Carter King III
Catherine O. Lowry
John M. McCoy Jr.
Blair R. Monie
Virginia L. Olszewski
William C. Powers Jr.
Cheryl Covey Ramsey
Sydney F. Reding
Max R. Sherman
Jerry Jay Smith
Rex C. Vermillion
Hugh H. Williamson III

Trustees Emeriti
Clarence N. Frierson
Stephen A. Matthews
Edward D. Vickery

WINDOWS
Spring 2005

Volume 120 Number 1

EDITOR
Randal Whittington

CONTRIBUTORS
Hannah Beck

Shannon Neufeld
Jeremy Pippin
Georgia Smith

Prescott Williams
Cover photograph © Corduroy Pictures



2

What is it like to step into the pulpit formerly occu-
pied by Martin Luther King Jr. and to assume leader-
ship of a symbol of the civil rights movement?

Michael Thurman: I think the thing that impressed
upon me the weight of responsibility was when the direc-
tor of the Gandhi museum in India came to the church
to visit. He went up to the pulpit and he touched the
chair and then he touched his heart in a very solemn and
worshipful moment and I thought, Oh my, I sit on that
chair every Sunday! It began to impress upon me that
Dexter is an international shrine, and the burden now
becomes, How do I unleash the transforming energy in
this historical place so it can continue to be intentional
about its educational role to the world? That’s one chal-
lenge. And two, How do I make sure that it does not
become a museum but a living memorial that continues
to reach out, continues to transform society in the local
community, continues to impact worshipers on any given
Sunday morning?

Joseph Roberts: Dr. King was first and foremost a
Christian minister responding to the mandates of the
Gospel. Therefore anyone who was trying to be authen-
tic to the call would not find it strange or alien to be in
that particular place. One of the things America is quick
to do is to make an idolatry or an icon of somebody, and
even though we have the greatest respect for him, he
would be very reluctant to be positioned in the place
where he has been placed, and he would say that he was
just a servant of Jesus Christ trying to fulfill his mission. 

Thurman: Martin simply wanted to pastor in a local
church and teach in a local university. It just so happened
that these other things were thrust upon him; this was the
cross he was assigned to bear.

Michael F. Thurman
2005 Martin Luther King Jr.
Commemorative Preacher
Michael Thurman is pastor of Dexter Avenue King
Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. It
was the first church Martin Luther King Jr. served and
where he organized the 1955 Montgomery Bus Boycott
which led to the Supreme Court ban on segregation of
public transportation. A graduate of Morehouse College
and New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary,
Thurman has led churches in Alabama, Louisiana,
and Iowa, and was an associate director of the African
American Church Extension prior to his call to Dexter.

Taking up  
This spring, Austin Seminary was gratified

to welcome two visiting pastors to campus. 

Joseph L. Roberts and Michael F. Thurman

currently lead the two congregations that

were served by the Reverend Dr. Martin

Luther King Jr.
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Do you think Martin King would have been as effec-
tive a leader had he not also been a pastor?

Roberts: The black community has been drawn togeth-
er comprehensively around the black church. We did not
have the golf courses. We did not have the garden clubs.
We did not have the Rotary or the Kiwanis Clubs until
very recently when they decided to let us in. So the
church was the center for theological and political discus-
sion. And if anybody was to know what ought be done,
that was the place where it was to be found.

Thurman: Martin realized that the church had the
potential for initiating the movement for justice and
righteousness primarily because the teaching of Jesus was
a radical teaching which went against the grain of cultur-
al norms. Being a product of the African American
church—its whole emphasis had been on social justice
for a large part—he felt that was a natural platform to
deal with the issues of social justice. 

King was interested in the “three great evils” of pover-
ty, racism, and war. Are these issues still relevant today?

Thurman: Though there were some monumental
accomplishments, in the desegregation of public trans-
portation and in the voting rights act, toward the end of
his short life Martin realized that there was still an impa-
tience in young African Americans who felt that progress
was much too slow. Martin made a statement that the
African American—he used the term Negro—is still in
the basement of this great society. And as you look at
society today, in just about every socio-economic indica-
tor of wealth in America, there is still great disparity. So
income, health care, those are still some major areas in
which there is work to do.

Joseph L. Roberts Jr.
2005 MidWinter Lectures Preacher
Joseph L. Roberts Jr. has been pastor of Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia, for more than
twenty-nine years. He earned an MDiv from Union
Seminary in New York, a ThM from Princeton
Theological Seminary, and five honorary doctorates.
He served Presbyterian churches and the denomina-
tion prior to his call to Ebenezer. Sometimes called
“the Cathedral for civil rights,” Ebenezer was the last
church pastored by Martin Luther King Jr. In 1999,
Roberts oversaw construction of the $8 million,
2000-seat Horizon Sanctuary for parishioners and
visitors to the church and the nearby King Center.

the mantle
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What do you see as the current role of the church
regarding social justice and human rights? 

Thurman: I think the church has a formidable role to
play in becoming the moral consciousness to call for jus-
tice in this global economy. What drives the global econ-
omy is to find as cheap a source of labor as possible. From
a business perspective, the numbers are right, but with
that comes exploitation. 

Roberts: I’m bothered with the way we’ve set our priori-
ties. In the last election, more than 20 percent of voters
cited “moral values” as their top priority, but they’ve cen-
tered on three issues: same-sex marriage, stem cell
research, and abortion. The commandment “Thou shalt
not kill” applies to adult victims as well as children. Many
voters failed to consider the immorality of a preemptive
military action that has resulted in the deaths of thou-
sands of Iraqi citizens. It’s wrong to label people in the
United States unpatriotic or lacking in traditional values
because they are saddened by foreign deaths as well as
those of our own citizens. We should never take the
deaths of our soldiers casually, but those people we are
killing in other countries are also dying tragic deaths. I
think if the church is going to talk about morality, it must
be rooted in Jesus Christ, who said that he or she who
lives by the sword will ultimately die by the sword.

What are the most effective tools for a pastor to bring
about social change?

Roberts: One of the great tenets of Presbyterianism and
of the Reformation—that of the priesthood of all believ-
ers—is one of the greatest tools. One of the things that I
try to do is encourage our people to meet the problems
with their power. If I want to raise social consciousness,
I’ve been able to engage them in certain ministries where
it smacks them right in the face. For example, I’ve got
some people who are now engaged in a ministry called
My House, where babies who have been abused and left
at our public hospital are taken to live in complete
anonymity. And I’ve got six or seven women in the
church who have never been mothers who find their
maternal instincts fulfilled at My House. They go there
once every two weeks, spend two to three hours with the
babies, and they love it. Some of them are big executives
in corporations but they have an open sympathy. I find
that if you involve people directly in the issues, incarna-
tional prophecy gets carried out by people, enabling para-
bles of hope.

King said that 11:00 on Sunday morning was “the
most segregated hour” in America. Today the
Presbyterian Church (and others) see growth opportu-
nities in multicultural churches. What is your view?

Roberts: We are still a divided nation. We are divided
culturally, we are divided racially. It is unfortunate, but it
is sometimes unwise to bring cultures together before
they’ve worked out their differences.

Thurman: Churches are a very conservative element of
our society. Congregations arise out of a culture. The
gospel is filtered through a cultural vernacular and
churches are an expression of that culture. To break the
mold—to enter into the world of multiculturalism—
must take an intentional act in which we consciously
engage in this endeavor.

Roberts: We might [instead] find the finest analysis in
pluralism. Take trees, for instance. An oak will never be a
pine. God said, It was good; he doesn’t like to be bored!

So, what, specifically, are the challenges facing multi-
cultural churches?

Thurman: Oftentimes we think multicultural churches
are easier to start than to transform an existing church,
because we all have baggage, a history. Even when we
intentionally start one, initially there is this honeymoon
phase where everybody feels good, but there are issues
that have to be worked through, compromises that have
to be made. 

Roberts: When we talk about diversity and multicultur-
alism, we need to get to the common core that holds us
all together. We rejoice with those who rejoice, but we
also weep with those who weep.

Thurman: Dr. King said it well, “Unless we learn to live
together like brothers, we will all perish like fools.” We’ve
literally got to learn how to get along in this world.
September 11 taught us that we can never be safe in the
world, and the military cannot provide that kind of pro-
tection and security all over the world. There are some
fundamental issues we must address and those issues have
to do with wealth and the widening gap between the
haves and the have nots. I think those are some of the
hurdles that multiculturalism has to deal with. The real
issue is, How do you create an environment in which peo-
ple can live together in peace and harmony and fulfill
their calling and purpose and destiny in life, irrespective
of race or class or gender? And I don’t think we have to
pray together to effect that. That is a beginning point, but
it transcends that. ▲
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“Remaining Awake 
Through a Great Revolution”

The text for the morning is found
in the book of Revelation. There
are two passages there that I

would like to quote, in the [twenty-first]
chapter of that book: “Behold I make all
things new; former things are passed
away.” 

I am sure that most of you have read
that arresting little story from the pen of
Washington Irving entitled, “Rip Van
Winkle.” The one thing that we usually
remember about the story is that Rip
Van Winkle slept twenty years. But
there is another point in that little story
that is almost completely overlooked. It
was the sign in the end, from which Rip
went up in the mountain for his long
sleep. 

When Rip Van Winkle went up
into the mountain, the sign had a pic-
ture of King George the Third of
England. When he came down twenty
years later the sign had a picture of
George Washington, the first president of the United
States. When Rip Van Winkle looked up at the picture of
George Washington—and looking at the picture he was
amazed—he was completely lost. He knew not who he
was. 

And this reveals to us that the most striking thing
about the story of Rip Van Winkle is not merely that Rip
slept twenty years, but that he slept through a revolution.
While he was peacefully snoring up in the mountain a rev-
olution was taking place that at points would change the
course of history—and Rip knew nothing about it. He
was asleep. Yes, he slept through a revolution. And one of
the great liabilities of life is that all too many people find
themselves living amid a great period of social change, and
yet they fail to develop the new attitudes, the new mental

responses, that the new situation
demands. They end up sleeping through
a revolution. 

There can be no gainsaying of the
fact that a great revolution is taking
place in the world today. In a sense it is
a triple revolution: that is, a technologi-
cal revolution, with the impact of
automation and cybernation; then there
is a revolution in weaponry, with the
emergence of atomic and nuclear
weapons of warfare; then there is a
human rights revolution, with the free-
dom explosion that is taking place all
over the world. Yes, we do live in a peri-
od where changes are taking place. And
there is still the voice crying through the
vista of time saying, “Behold, I make all
things new; former things are passed
away.” 

Now, whenever anything new
comes into history it brings with it new
challenges and new opportunities. And I

would like to deal with the challenges that we face today
as a result of this triple revolution that is taking place in
the world today. 

First, we are challenged to develop a world perspec-
tive. No individual can live alone, no nation can live alone,
and anyone who feels that he can live alone is sleeping
through a revolution. The world in which we live is geo-
graphically one. The challenge that we face today is to
make it one in terms of brotherhood. 

Now it is true that the geographical oneness of this age
has come into being to a large extent through modern
man’s scientific ingenuity. Modern man through his scien-
tific genius has been able to dwarf distance and place time
in chains. And our jet planes have compressed into min-
utes distances that once took weeks and even months. All

This was the last Sunday sermon that King preached, to the congregation of the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C., on
March 31, 1968. King was assassinated four days later on April 4. Reprinted by permission of the Heirs of the Estate of 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and Writers House, LLC of New York City; authorized by The King Center, Atlanta, Georgia.
For more information about building Dr. King’s Beloved Community, visit www.thekingcenter.org

BY MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

WE MUST FACE THE SAD FACT

THAT AT ELEVEN O’CLOCK ON

SUNDAY MORNING WHEN WE

STAND TO SING “IN CHRIST

THERE IS NO EAST OR WEST,”
WE STAND IN THE MOST SEGRE-

GATED HOUR OF AMERICA. 



6

of this tells us that our world is a neighborhood. 
Through our scientific and technological genius, we

have made of this world a neighborhood and yet we have
not had the ethical commitment to make of it a brother-
hood. But somehow, and in some way, we have got to do
this. We must all learn to live together as brothers or we
will all perish together as fools. We are tied together in the
single garment of destiny, caught in an inescapable net-
work of mutuality. And whatever affects one directly
affects all indirectly. For some strange reason I can never
be what I ought to be until you are what you ought to be.
And you can never be what you ought
to be until I am what I ought to be.
This is the way God’s universe is
made; this is the way it is structured. 

John Donne caught it years ago
and placed it in graphic terms: “No
man is an island entire of itself. Every
man is a piece of the continent, a part
of the main.” And he goes on toward
the end to say, “Any man’s death
diminishes me because I am involved
in mankind; therefore never send to
know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls
for thee.” We must see this, believe
this, and live by it if we are to remain
awake through a great revolution. 

Secondly, we are challenged to
eradicate the last vestiges of racial injus-
tice from our nation. I must say this
morning that racial injustice is still the
black man’s burden and the white man’s
shame. 

It is an unhappy truth that racism is
a way of life for the vast majority of
white Americans, spoken and unspoken,
acknowledged and denied, subtle and
sometimes not so subtle—the disease of racism permeates
and poisons a whole body politic. And I can see nothing
more urgent than for America to work passionately and
unrelentingly—to get rid of the disease of racism. 

Something positive must be done. Everyone must
share in the guilt as individuals and as institutions. The
government must certainly share the guilt; individuals
must share the guilt; even the church must share the guilt. 

We must face the sad fact that at eleven o’clock on
Sunday morning when we stand to sing “In Christ there is
no East or West,” we stand in the most segregated hour of
America. 

The hour has come for everybody, for all institutions
of the public sector and the private sector to work to get

rid of racism. And now if we are to do it we must honest-
ly admit certain things and get rid of certain myths that
have constantly been disseminated all over our nation. 

One is the myth of time. It is the notion that only
time can solve the problem of racial injustice. And there
are those who often sincerely say to the Negro and his
allies in the white community, “Why don’t you slow up?
Stop pushing things so fast. Only time can solve the prob-
lem. And if you will just be nice and patient and continue
to pray, in a hundred or two hundred years the problem
will work itself out.” 

There is an answer to that myth. It is
that time is neutral. It can be used either
constructively or destructively. And I am
sorry to say this morning that I am
absolutely convinced that the forces of
ill will in our nation, the extreme right-
ists of our nation—the people on the
wrong side—have used time much more
effectively than the forces of goodwill.
And it may well be that we will have to
repent in this generation. Not merely
for the vitriolic words and the violent
actions of the bad people, but for the
appalling silence and indifference of the
good people who sit around and say,
“Wait on time.” 

Somewhere we must come to see
that human progress never rolls in on
the wheels of inevitability. It comes
through the tireless efforts and the per-
sistent work of dedicated individuals
who are willing to be co-workers with
God. And without this hard work, time
itself becomes an ally of the primitive
forces of social stagnation. So we must
help time and realize that the time is

always ripe to do right. 
Now there is another myth that still gets around: it is

a kind of over- reliance on the bootstrap philosophy. There
are those who still feel that if the Negro is to rise out of
poverty, if the Negro is to rise out of the slum conditions,
if he is to rise out of discrimination and segregation, he
must do it all by himself. And so they say the Negro must
lift himself by his own bootstraps. 

They never stop to realize that no other ethnic group
has been a slave on American soil. The people who say this
never stop to realize that the nation made the black man’s
color a stigma. But beyond this they never stop to realize
the debt that they owe a people who were kept in slavery
two hundred and forty-four years. 

IT’S ALL RIGHT TO TELL A MAN

TO LIFT HIMSELF BY HIS OWN

BOOTSTRAPS, BUT IT IS A CRUEL

JEST TO SAY TO A BOOTLESS

MAN THAT HE OUGHT TO LIFT

HIMSELF BY HIS OWN

BOOTSTRAPS.
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In 1863 the Negro was told that he was free as a result
of the Emancipation Proclamation being signed by
Abraham Lincoln. But he was not given any land to make
that freedom meaningful. It was something like keeping a
person in prison for a number of years and suddenly dis-
covering that that person is not guilty of the crime for
which he was convicted. And you just go up to him and
say, “Now you are free,” but you don’t give him any bus
fare to get to town. You don’t give him any money to get
some clothes to put on his back or to get on his feet again
in life. 

Every court of jurisprudence would rise up against
this, and yet this is the very thing that our nation did to
the black man. It simply said, “You’re free,” and it left him
there penniless, illiterate, not knowing what to do. And
the irony of it all is that at the same time the nation failed
to do anything for the black man, though, an act of
Congress was giving away millions of acres of land in the
West and the Midwest. Which meant that it was willing to
undergird its white peasants from Europe with an eco-
nomic floor. 

But not only did it give the land, it built land-grant
colleges to teach them how to farm. Not only that, it pro-
vided county agents to further their expertise in farming;
not only that, as the years unfolded it provided low inter-
est rates so that they could mechanize their farms. And to
this day thousands of these very persons are receiving mil-
lions of dollars in federal subsidies every year not to farm.
And these are so often the very people who tell Negroes
that they must lift themselves by their own bootstraps. It’s
all right to tell a man to lift himself by his own bootstraps,
but it is a cruel jest to say to a bootless man that he ought
to lift himself by his own bootstraps. 

We must come to see that the roots of racism are very
deep in our country, and there must be something positive
and massive in order to get rid of all the effects of racism
and the tragedies of racial injustice. 

There is another thing closely related to racism that I
would like to mention as another challenge. We are chal-
lenged to rid our nation and the world of poverty. Like a
monstrous octopus, poverty spreads its nagging, prehensile
tentacles into hamlets and villages all over our world. Two-
thirds of the people of the world [will] go to bed hungry
tonight. They are ill-housed; they are ill-nourished; they
are shabbily clad. I’ve seen it in Latin America; I’ve seen it
in Africa; I’ve seen this poverty in Asia. 

I remember some years ago Mrs. King and I journeyed
to that great country known as India. And I never will for-
get the experience. It was a marvelous experience to meet
and talk with the great leaders of India, to meet and talk
with and to speak to thousands and thousands of people all

over that vast country. These experiences will remain dear
to me as long as the cords of memory shall lengthen. 

But I say to you this morning, my friends, there were
those depressing moments. How can one avoid being
depressed when he sees with his own eyes evidences of mil-
lions of people going to bed hungry at night? How can one
avoid being depressed when he sees with his own eyes
God’s children sleeping on the sidewalks at night? In
Bombay more than a million people sleep on the sidewalks
every night. In Calcutta more than six hundred thousand
sleep on the sidewalks every night. They have no beds to
sleep in; they have no houses to go in. How can one avoid
being depressed when he discovers that out of India’s pop-
ulation of more than five hundred million people, some
four hundred and eighty million make an annual income
of less than ninety dollars a year? And most of them have
never seen a doctor or a dentist. 

As I noticed these things, something within me cried
out, “Can we in America stand idly by and not be con-
cerned?” And an answer came: “Oh no!” Because the des-
tiny of the United States is tied up with the destiny of
India and every other nation. And I started thinking of the
fact that we spend in America millions of dollars a day to
store surplus food, and I said to myself, “I know where we
can store that food free of charge—in the wrinkled stom-
achs of millions of God’s children all over the world who
go to bed hungry at night.” And maybe we spend far too
much of our national budget establishing military bases
around the world rather than bases of genuine concern
and understanding. 

Not only do we see poverty abroad, I would remind
you that in our own nation there are about forty million
people who are poverty-stricken. I have seen them here
and there. I have seen them in the ghettos of the North; I
have seen them in the rural areas of the South; I have seen
them in Appalachia. I have just been in the process of
touring many areas of our country and I must confess that
in some situations I have literally found myself crying. 

I was in Marks, Mississippi, the other day, which is in
Whitman County, the poorest county in the United
States. I tell you, I saw hundreds of little black boys and
black girls walking the streets with no shoes to wear. I saw
their mothers and fathers trying to carry on a little Head
Start program, but they had no money. The federal gov-
ernment hadn’t funded them, but they were trying to carry
on. They raised a little money here and there; trying to get
a little food to feed the children; trying to teach them a lit-
tle something. 

And I saw mothers and fathers who said to me not
only were they unemployed, they didn’t get any kind of
income—no old-age pension, no welfare check, no any-
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thing. I said, “How do you live?” And they say, “Well, we
go around to the neighbors and ask them for a little some-
thing. When the berry season comes, we pick berries.
When the rabbit season comes, we hunt and catch a few
rabbits. And that’s about it.” 

And I was in Newark and Harlem just this week. And
I walked into the homes of welfare mothers. I saw them in
conditions—no, not with wall-to-wall carpet, but wall-to-
wall rats and roaches. I stood in an apartment and this
welfare mother said to me, “The landlord will not repair
this place. I’ve been here two years and he hasn’t made a
single repair.” She pointed out the walls with all the ceil-
ing falling through. She showed me the holes where the
rats came in. She said night after night we have to stay
awake to keep the rats and roaches from getting to the
children. I said, “How much do you pay for this apart-
ment?” She said, “a hundred and twenty-five dollars.” I
looked, and I thought, and said to myself, “It isn’t worth
sixty dollars.” Poor people are forced to pay more for less.
Living in conditions day in and day out where the whole
area is constantly drained without being replenished. It
becomes a kind of domestic colony. And the tragedy is, so
often these forty million people are invisible because
America is so affluent, so rich. Because our expressways
carry us from the ghetto, we don’t see the poor. 

Jesus told a parable one day, and he reminded us that
a man went to hell because he didn’t see the poor. His
name was Dives. He was a rich man. And there was a man
by the name of Lazarus who was a poor man, but not only
was he poor, he was sick. Sores were all over his body, and
he was so weak that he could hardly move. But he man-
aged to get to the gate of Dives every day, wanting just to
have the crumbs that would fall from his table. And Dives
did nothing about it. And the parable ends saying, “Dives
went to hell, and there were a fixed gulf now between
Lazarus and Dives.” 

There is nothing in that parable that said Dives went
to hell because he was rich. Jesus never made a universal
indictment against all wealth. It is true that one day a rich
young ruler came to him, and he advised him to sell all,
but in that instance Jesus was prescribing individual sur-
gery and not setting forth a universal diagnosis. And if you
will look at that parable with all of its symbolism, you will
remember that a conversation took place between heaven
and hell, and on the other end of that long-distance call
between heaven and hell was Abraham in heaven talking
to Dives in hell. 

Now Abraham was a very rich man. If you go back to
the Old Testament, you see that he was the richest man of
his day, so it was not a rich man in hell talking with a poor
man in heaven; it was a little millionaire in hell talking

with a multimillionaire in heaven. Dives didn’t go to hell
because he was rich; Dives didn’t realize that his wealth
was his opportunity. It was his opportunity to bridge the
gulf that separated him from his brother Lazarus. Dives
went to hell because he was passed by Lazarus every day
and he never really saw him. He went to hell because he
allowed his brother to become invisible. Dives went to hell
because he maximized the minimum and minimized the
maximum. Indeed, Dives went to hell because he sought
to be a conscientious objector in the war against poverty. 

And this can happen to America, the richest nation in
the world—and nothing’s wrong with that—this is
America’s opportunity to help bridge the gulf between the
haves and the have-nots. The question is whether America
will do it. There is nothing new about poverty. What is
new is that we now have the techniques and the resources
to get rid of poverty. The real question is whether we have
the will. 

In a few weeks some of us are coming to Washington
to see if the will is still alive or if it is alive in this nation.
We are coming to Washington in a Poor People’s
Campaign. Yes, we are going to bring the tired, the poor,
the huddled masses. We are going to bring those who have
known long years of hurt and neglect. We are going to
bring those who have come to feel that life is a long and
desolate corridor with no exit signs. We are going to bring
children and adults and old people, people who have never
seen a doctor or a dentist in their lives. 

We are not coming to engage in any histrionic gesture.
We are not coming to tear up Washington. We are coming
to demand that the government address itself to the prob-
lem of poverty. We read one day, “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable Rights,
that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness.” But if a man doesn’t have a job or an income,
he has neither life nor liberty nor the possibility for the
pursuit of happiness. He merely exists. 

We are coming to ask America to be true to the huge
promissory note that it signed years ago. And we are com-
ing to engage in dramatic nonviolent action, to call atten-
tion to the gulf between promise and fulfillment; to make
the invisible visible. 

Why do we do it this way? We do it this way because
it is our experience that the nation doesn’t move around
questions of genuine equality for the poor and for black
people until it is confronted massively, dramatically in
terms of direct action. 

Great documents are here to tell us something should
be done. We met here some years ago in the White House
conference on civil rights. And we came out with the same
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recommendations that we will be demanding in our cam-
paign here, but nothing has been done. The President’s
commission on technology, automation, and economic
progress recommended these things some time ago.
Nothing has been done. Even the urban coalition of may-
ors of most of the cities of our country and the leading
businessmen have said these things should be done.
Nothing has been done. The Kerner Commission came
out with its report just a few days ago and then made spe-
cific recommendations. Nothing has been done. 

And I submit that nothing will be done until people
of goodwill put their bodies and their souls in motion.
And it will be the kind of soul force brought into being as
a result of this confrontation that I believe will make the
difference. 

Yes, it will be a Poor People’s
Campaign. This is the question facing
America. Ultimately a great nation is a
compassionate nation. America has
not met its obligations and its respon-
sibilities to the poor. 

One day we will have to stand
before the God of history and we will
talk in terms of things we’ve done. Yes,
we will be able to say we built gargan-
tuan bridges to span the seas, we built
gigantic buildings to kiss the skies. Yes,
we made our submarines to penetrate
oceanic depths. We brought into being
many other things with our scientific
and technological power. 

It seems that I can hear the God of
history saying, “That was not enough!
But I was hungry, and ye fed me not. I
was naked, and ye clothed me not. I was
devoid of a decent sanitary house to live
in, and ye provided no shelter for me.
And consequently, you cannot enter the
kingdom of greatness. If ye do it unto the least of these,
my brethren, ye do it unto me.” That’s the question facing
America today. 

I want to say one other challenge that we face is sim-
ply that we must find an alternative to war and bloodshed.
Anyone who feels, and there are still a lot of people who
feel that way, that war can solve the social problems facing
mankind is sleeping through a great revolution. President
Kennedy said on one occasion, “Mankind must put an
end to war or war will put an end to mankind.” The world
must hear this. I pray God that America will hear this
before it is too late, because today we’re fighting a war. 

I am convinced that it is one of the most unjust wars

that has ever been fought in the history of the world. Our
involvement in the war in Vietnam has torn up the
Geneva Accord. It has strengthened the military-industri-
al complex; it has strengthened the forces of reaction in
our nation. It has put us against the self-determination of
a vast majority of the Vietnamese people, and put us in the
position of protecting a corrupt regime that is stacked
against the poor. 

It has played havoc with our domestic destinies. This
day we are spending five hundred thousand dollars to kill
every Vietcong soldier. Every time we kill one we spend
about five hundred thousand dollars while we spend only
fifty-three dollars a year for every person characterized as
poverty-stricken in the so-called poverty program, which

is not even a good skirmish against
poverty. 

Not only that, it has put us in a
position of appearing to the world as an
arrogant nation. And here we are ten
thousand miles away from home fight-
ing for the so-called freedom of the
Vietnamese people when we have not
even put our own house in order. And
we force young black men and young
white men to fight and kill in brutal sol-
idarity. Yet when they come back home
they can’t hardly live on the same block
together. 

The judgment of God is upon us
today. And we could go right down the
line and see that something must be
done—and something must be done
quickly. We have alienated ourselves
from other nations so we end up moral-
ly and politically isolated in the world.
There is not a single major ally of the
United States of America that would
dare send a troop to Vietnam, and so

the only friends that we have now are a few client-nations
like Taiwan, Thailand, South Korea, and a few others. 

This is where we are. “Mankind must put an end to
war or war will put an end to mankind,” and the best way
to start is to put an end to war in Vietnam, because if it
continues, we will inevitably come to the point of con-
fronting China which could lead the whole world to
nuclear annihilation. 

It is no longer a choice, my friends, between violence
and nonviolence. It is either nonviolence or nonexistence.
And the alternative to disarmament, the alternative to a
greater suspension of nuclear tests, the alternative to
strengthening the United Nations and thereby disarming

ULTIMATELY A GENUINE LEADER

IS NOT A SEARCHER FOR

CONSENSUS, BUT A MOLDER OF
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scorned though we may be as a people, our destiny is tied
up in the destiny of America. 

Before the Pilgrim fathers landed at Plymouth, we
were here. Before Jefferson etched across the pages of his-
tory the majestic words of the Declaration of
Independence, we were here. Before the beautiful words of
the “Star Spangled Banner” were written, we were here. 

For more than two centuries our forebears labored
here without wages. They made cotton king, and they
built the homes of their masters in the midst of the most
humiliating and oppressive conditions. And yet out of a
bottomless vitality they continued to grow and develop. If
the inexpressible cruelties of slavery couldn’t stop us, the
opposition that we now face will surely fail. 

We’re going to win our freedom because both the
sacred heritage of our nation and the eternal will of the
almighty God are embodied in our echoing demands.

And so, however dark it is, however
deep the angry feelings are, and howev-
er violent explosions are, I can still sing
“We Shall Overcome.” 

We shall overcome because the arc
of the moral universe is long, but it
bends toward justice. 

We shall overcome because
Carlyle is right—“No lie can live forev-
er.” 

We shall overcome because
William Cullen Bryant is right—

“Truth, crushed to earth, will rise again.” 
We shall overcome because James Russell Lowell is

right—as we were singing earlier today, 
Truth forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne. 
Yet that scaffold sways the future. 
And behind the dim unknown stands God, 
Within the shadow keeping watch above his own. 
With this faith we will be able to hew out of the

mountain of despair the stone of hope. With this faith we
will be able to transform the jangling discords of our
nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. 

Thank God for John, who centuries ago out on a
lonely, obscure island called Patmos caught a vision of a
new Jerusalem descending out of heaven from God, who
heard a voice saying, “Behold, I make all things new; for-
mer things are passed away.”

God grant that we will be participants in this newness
and this magnificent development. If we will but do it, we
will bring about a new day of justice and brotherhood and
peace. And that day the morning stars will sing together
and the sons of God will shout for joy. God bless you. ▲

the whole world, may well be a civilization plunged into
the abyss of annihilation, and our earthly habitat would be
transformed into an inferno that even the mind of Dante
could not imagine. 

This is why I felt the need of raising my voice against
that war and working wherever I can to arouse the con-
science of our nation on it. I remember so well when I first
took a stand against the war in Vietnam. The critics took
me on and they had their say in the most negative and
sometimes most vicious way. 

One day a newsman came to me and said, “Dr. King,
don’t you think you’re going to have to stop, now, oppos-
ing the war and move more in line with the administra-
tion’s policy? As I understand it, it has hurt the budget of
your organization, and people who once respected you
have lost respect for you. Don’t you feel that you’ve really
got to change your position?” I looked at him and I had to
say, “Sir, I’m sorry you don’t know me.
I’m not a consensus leader. I do not
determine what is right and wrong by
looking at the budget of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference. I’ve
not taken a sort of Gallup Poll of the
majority opinion.” Ultimately a genuine
leader is not a searcher for consensus,
but a molder of consensus. 

On some positions, cowardice asks
the question, is it expedient? And then
expedience comes along and asks the
question, is it politic? Vanity asks the question, is it popu-
lar? Conscience asks the question, is it right? 

There comes a time when one must take the position
that is neither safe nor politic nor popular, but he must do
it because conscience tells him it is right. I believe today
that there is a need for all people of goodwill to come with
a massive act of conscience and say in the words of the old
Negro spiritual, “We ain’t gonna study war no more.” This
is the challenge facing modern man. 

Let me close by saying that we have difficult days
ahead in the struggle for justice and peace, but I will not
yield to a politic of despair. I’m going to maintain hope as
we come to Washington in this campaign. The cards are
stacked against us. This time we will really confront a
Goliath. God grant that we will be that David of truth set
out against the Goliath of injustice, the Goliath of neglect,
the Goliath of refusing to deal with the problems, and go
on with the determination to make America the truly great
America that it is called to be. 

I say to you that our goal is freedom, and I believe we
are going to get there because however much she strays
away from it, the goal of America is freedom. Abused and

I BELIEVE TODAY THAT THERE

IS A NEED FOR ALL PEOPLE OF

GOODWILL TO COME WITH A

MASSIVE ACT OF CONSCIENCE

AND SAY IN THE WORDS OF

THE OLD NEGRO SPIRITUAL,
“WE AIN’T GONNA STUDY

WAR NO MORE.”
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These words from Acts con-
firm for many that people of
all races and cultures can and

should worship together. Whether it
is new immigrants or people who
have made their homes in this coun-
try for generations, local residents
and Austin Seminary alumni/ae are
bringing people of different cultures
together to worship the God of us all.

The Reverend James Lee
(MDiv’00) is doing just that with
New Covenant Fellowship in north
Austin. Formed in 2003, the new
church development was first
intended to be an African American
church, an offspring of Covenant
Presbyterian Church, Austin.

“The call was to start an African
American Presbyterian church, and
in the process, we realized that it
would be more prudent for us—as
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
was really moving towards multicul-
tural churches—to think about a
multicultural church here in Austin,
Texas,” explained Lee. “So we began
to change our focus.”

Lee worked as associate pastor in
the sponsoring congregation for
almost a year. The new church fel-
lowship began worshiping in
October 2004, and on January 16,

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native lan-
guage?’ —Acts 2:5-7

BY SHANNON NEUFELD

Shannon Neufeld is associate for public relations at Austin Seminary. The photographs in this article were taken during a
worship service at New Covenant Fellowship, James Lee, pastor. 

One in the spirit
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2005, they were commissioned by Mission Presbytery.
James Singleton, pastor of Covenant Presbyterian

Church, had been inspired by his relationship with the
Reverend Dr. C. W. Andrews, pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church in Spokane, Washington, and assistant chaplain
at Whitworth College. While Singleton was pastor of
Whitworth Presbyterian Church in Spokane, he and
Andrews were called to perform a funeral together.

“Out of that tragedy we decided to get our congrega-
tions together,” said Singleton. The congregations wor-
shiped together four times a year on Sunday evenings.
“Those Sunday evenings planted in my mind the desire
for an integrated congregation … So that was in my mind
when I came to Austin.”

“Several years ago, Covenant really felt that part of
our future is going to be to start new churches out of our
existing congregation,” said Singleton. He said they felt
that the first one should be the “hard one,” meaning an
interracial church. “We felt like Austin was divided by 
I-35 to some degree and wanted to heal that.” Since the
development was intended to be an African American
church, Singleton felt that it was imperative to have an
African American pastor to lead it. Covenant’s search
committee looked far and wide before calling Lee as asso-
ciate pastor for the new fellowship.

Lee had been an associate minister, taught Sunday
school, worked with substance abuse ministry and adult
education, and preached at Nineteenth Street Missionary
Baptist Church in Austin for ten years before attending
Austin Seminary. He says that his passion for working in
the community stems from his ministry at Nineteenth
Street.

Lee said New Covenant Fellowship has helped forge
a relationship between Covenant Presbyterian Church
and Nineteenth Street Missionary Baptist Church that
might not have happened otherwise, and Singleton now

feels that a relationship similar to the one the two
Spokane churches shared has begun to form in Austin.
The Reverend M. C. Walker, pastor of Nineteenth Street
Missionary Baptist Church, preached at Lee’s installation
at Covenant. Later, he invited Singleton to preach at
Nineteenth Street’s seventy-seventh church anniversary.
“It was the first time a predominantly Euro-American
Presbyterian church had ever been a part of that church,
and it was huge,” said Lee. He explained that typically
only Baptist churches would have participated in the
anniversary service.

When Roscoe Overton began considering a return to
his native Austin in 2000, he realized there were relative-
ly few African American Presbyterians here. A conversa-
tion with Ruben Armendariz (MDiv’61) from Mission
Presbytery convinced him that, “if I wanted [an African
American Presbyterian church], I’d have to start it!”

Once in Austin, Overton sought help in organizing a
church from Mission Presbytery. He began speaking with
Don Harnden, pastor of Leander Presbyterian Church and
then-associate executive for new church development at the
presbytery. Overton is now the lay leader of a group called
“African American Fellowship Group,” which was commis-
sioned by presbytery in March 2003. The group gathers on
the Austin Seminary campus and some attend University
Presbyterian Church, though none are members.

In the beginning stages, Overton also talked with
Covenant and Genesis Presbyterian Church. He decided
that rather than starting a new church it would be better
to persuade an existing church to “declare itself multicul-
tural.” He decided that University Presbyterian Church,
whose membership draws from neighborhoods all over
town, might be a good canvas for bringing new cultures
together.

“The world has been a better place since Dr. King
came along—not only for blacks but everybody else—so
that everybody can do everything together. In Austin, we
work together and play together. Come Sunday morning,
we shouldn’t give up on that mindset,” says Overton.
“Multicultural churches will be good for Austin.”

Harnden helped organize both Overton and Lee’s
groups. His role included setting up criteria for develop-
ing a new church and guiding the group through three
phases: the fellowship stage, the new church development
stage, and the chartered church stage (a full-fledged
church).

“My involvement generally is to work with churches
that want to sponsor [a fellowship group] or just working
with small groups on their own and helping them with
resourcing, applying for grants, and becoming an organi-
zation,” said Harnden.
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al congregations; and churches being redeveloped in
changing neighborhoods.

The initiative to increase the number of multicultur-
al churches began in 1998 as part of the Racial/Ethnic
and New Immigrant Evangelism Church Growth
Strategy. The PC(USA) document on racial/ethnic
church growth quotes the 1998 General Assembly min-
utes: “[T]he current reality that racial/ethnic member-
ship in this denomination is only 4.7% when racial/eth-
nics are more than 20% of the population of the United
States is a testimony of the lack of emphasis the denom-
ination has placed on racial/ethnic evangelism.”

The document also states, “The church of Jesus
Christ is built on the universal love of God and its power
to transform people of every race, culture, and class into
a community living together as the Household of God. If
the church honestly recognizes the gift of Christ as a
cherished possession and genuinely manifests that gift in
joyful celebration, then it will naturally be a gift to all
people. This is the essence of the message in both the
Great Commandment (Matt. 22:36-40) and the Great
Commission (Matt. 28:16-20, Mark 16:14-18).”

Ruben Armendariz (MDiv’61), who recently
replaced Harnden at Mission Presbytery, agrees that
more needs to be done to accomplish multicultural
churches. “In this presbytery, we do not have any real
experience with multicultural congregations,” he said.
Congregations comprised of separate ethnicities exist,
but not integrated cultures. In a multicultural congrega-
tion, he said, “there will be more than one language used,
and more than one style of music … we need to move
away from our ethnocentricity towards a wider under-
standing.”

People need to share and accept another cultural

Harnden helped the rapidly growing New Covenant
Fellowship earn a five-year grant. It includes $65,000
from Mission Presbytery, $25,000 from the Synod of the
Sun, and a match of $90,000 from the General
Assembly. In addition to the grant money, the members
of the new church development and the sponsoring
church, Covenant, are expected to contribute. 

To become a chartered church, New Covenant
Fellowship should first reach 150 members. Seventy-five
of those members should be from Covenant and seventy-
five of them should be “unchurched” individuals from
the community, said Harnden. 

“This is one of many ways that the presbytery does
evangelism,” said Harnden. “The reason why [New
Covenant Fellowship] works is that its focus is on an area
of rapid growth. When a multicultural church is formed,
it needs to be in an area that would be experiencing mul-
ticultural growth.” New Covenant Fellowship worships
in the high school cafeteria in a suburb north of Austin.
People of all ethnicities and cultures make up the nearby
neighborhoods, according to Lee and Harnden.

The Reverend Raafat Shehata Girgis, associate for
evangelism and racial and cultural diversity for the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), explained some of the rea-
sons for the focus on multicultural churches.
“Demographic and population shifts have resulted from a
wave of new immigrants—who are by nature multicultur-
al— and because of the increasing diversity in this coun-
try.”

He said, according to the 2000 U.S. census, people
of color are now more than 31% of the population, and
by the year 2060, that will rise to 50%. “Also, the
PC(USA) wanted to increase the membership of its
racial/ethnic people to 20% by the year 2010,” said
Girgis. “The PC(USA) has been always
predominantly white or Euro-American
with only 3-4% people of color. Today,
and as a result of the Racial/Ethnic and
New Immigrant Evangelism Church
Growth Strategy, this number is dou-
bled; at least 8% of the PC(USA) mem-
bers are racial/ethnic or multicultural.”

According to Girgis, models of
multicultural churches include: bi-cul-
tural congregations; congregations with
one cultural majority and significant
influence from other cultures; congre-
gations with no one cultural majority;
nesting churches that provide homes
for congregations of different cultures;
new churches beginning as multicultur-
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expression in their life, he said. “It is
my hope that we will want to move
towards being bilingual and multicul-
tural,” Armendariz said, reiterating
Moderator Rick Ufford-Chase’s call at
the Austin Seminary Association Ban-
quet for seminary students to learn
more than one language (other than
Hebrew or Greek). “I think there’s a
great need for specific training for
multicultural ministers.”

Lee, who was director of
racial/ethnic ministries at Austin
Seminary between 2000 and 2003,
said New Covenant Fellowship has
begun to see visiting Austin
Seminary students. “I’m getting
excited about that because it was my
concern that without a multicultural
presence, our students weren’t expos-
ing themselves to that part of the
church,” Lee said. “Therefore, we
were basically producing pastors who
were producing ministries after their
own kind, so, the advantage of hav-
ing a diverse class didn’t carry over
into the ministry. It’s my hope that as
more multicultural churches are
established, we will start seeing pre-
dominantly Euro-American church-
es calling multicultural students or
racial/ethnic students as interns, and
that we will have more multicultural
churches calling Euro-American stu-
dents as interns. At Covenant, since
I have been there, we have had four
students who are from different eth-
nic backgrounds.”

The PC(USA) document on
racial/ethnic church growth also
states, “The racial/ethnic presence
that the Presbyterian Church cur-
rently enjoys is a direct legacy of the
vigorous mission activity it initiated
years ago, and the key to this impor-
tant effort is found in the fact that
the whole church was involved.”

“The churches must not only
recognize, but also celebrate, a
diverse membership,” said Girgis.
“We will get there.” ▲

BOARD ACTIONS

In their Winter 2005 meeting, February 10-11, the Austin Seminary Board of
Trustees took the following action:

• Carol A. Miles, assistant professor of homiletics, was reappointed for a third
three-year term, effective July 1, 2005.

• David W. Johnson, director of the Supervised Practice of Ministry and
Certificate in Spiritual Formation programs, was reappointed for a five-year
term, effective October 1, 2005.

• Whitney S. Bodman, assistant professor of world religion, has a title change
to assistant professor of comparative religion.

• A sabbatical leave for Stanley R. Hall, associate professor of liturgics, was
approved, August 1, 2005 - June 30, 2006.

• A sabbatical leave for David H. Jensen, associate professor of constructive
theology, was approved, July 1, 2005 - June 30, 2006.

Professor Allan Cole visits with Trustee Hugh Williamson during the winter
meeting of the Board.

TRANSITIONS
Former trustee and Austin Seminary graduate Walter Crofton (MDiv’62)
died on Christmas Eve. He served on the Seminary’s Board of Trustees from
1972-73 and received the Austin Seminary Association Award for Service in
1998.

Yale University Divinity School Professor Wesley D. Avram, who had accept-
ed the call to become associate professor of homiletics at Austin Seminary
beginning with the Fall 2005 term, has asked to be relieved of his contract, cit-
ing medical reasons. A new faculty search has been initiated.
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Exceptional students honored
at ASA Banquet

Each year Austin Seminary
bestows its highest honors on

four graduating students at the
Austin Seminary Association (ASA)
Annual Meeting and Banquet. In
2005, four women were so honored.

The Alumni/ae Association of
Austin Seminary established the
David L. Stitt Fellowship for con-
tinued study in 1971. The award is
granted by the ASA Board to one
member of the senior class upon the
recommendation of the faculty and
carries an award of $10,000. The
David Stitt award for 2005 goes to
Katherine B. “Katie” Cummings.
Katie is a member of Lewinsville
Presbyterian Church in McLean,
Virginia. She received a BA, with
honors, in Plan II at the University
of Texas. Before entering seminary
she served as a legislative representa-
tive for a Washington D.C. law
firm. Katie is a Jean Brown Scholar
and serves on the student senate at
Austin Seminary. While in seminary
Katie completed a one-year teaching
church internship at Shepherd of
the Hills Presbyterian Church in

Austin and one unit of Clinical
Pastoral Education at Children’s
Hospital of Austin. She is particu-
larly interested in pastoral care, wor-
ship and preaching, education, and
discipleship. Katie is married to Phil
and has a young daughter, Leigh.

In 1984, an endowment was
established in honor of Leo V. Pile
and Helen Porter Pile and Edmond
Holland Morgan and Estella Martin
Morgan of Harlingen, Texas. The
fellowship, with a grant of $8,000,
was given to Sara E. Singleton.
Sara is a member of Covenant Pres-
byterian Church in Austin, where
her husband, Jim, is pastor/head of
staff. She has a BA from Whitworth
College in Spokane, Washington,
and an RN from Methodist Hospi-
tal School of Nursing in Memphis,
Tennessee. In addition to her nurs-
ing career, she has also taught Eng-
lish as a Second Language and has
led many educational events, from
Sunday school to HIV/AIDS educa-
tion courses. While an Austin Semi-
nary student, she created the audio
devotional series, “Hearts on Pil-

Fellowship winners Sara Singleton, Sabelyn Pussman, Britta Martin, and Katie
Cummings.

grimage” (heartsonpilgrimage.com).
Sara and Jim are parents to a young
adult daughter, Rachel.

In 1946 an endowment was
established by Mrs. W. P. Newell of
Albany, Texas, as a memorial to her
late husband, W. P. “Dick” Newell;
The fellowship provides a grant this
year of $3,000, and the winner for
2005 is Sabelyn A. Pussman.
Sabelyn is a member of Covenant
Presbyterian Church in Austin. She
earned a BA in biology from the
University of Texas. Sabelyn worked
for the State of Texas in environ-
mental protection and as a science
textbook editor before entering sem-
inary. While in seminary, she com-
pleted a year-long teaching church
internship at Covenant Presbyterian
Church in Austin. She is particular-
ly interested in preaching, Christian
education, and teaching, mission,
and evangelism. Sabelyn is married
to David Pussman, a fellow senior
student.

The Janie Maxwell Morris
Fellowship, established in 1953 by a
bequest from Mrs. Milton Morris of
Austin, Texas, carries a grant of
$2,000. The winner of the 2005
award is Britta M. Martin. She is a
member of First Presbyterian
Church in Ironton, Missouri. She
earned her BS in human environ-
mental sciences and journalism at
the University Of Missouri-
Columbia. After graduation, Britta
worked in advertising and in mis-
sion service ministries. In seminary,
she completed a nine-month teach-
ing church internship at Westlake
Hills Presbyterian Church in
Austin, one unit of Clinical Pastoral
Education at Children’s Medical
Center in Dallas, and a course in
Pastoral Care in a Hospital Setting
at South Austin Hospital. Britta is
especially interested in worship,
mission, pastoral care, and teaching.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Alice B. Underwood (MDiv’94),
wife of Professor Emeritus of
Pastoral Care Ralph Underwood,
died on December 9, 2004. A
memorial service was held January
29 at St. John’s United Methodist
Church, Austin, where Alice had
served as associate pastor. Since her
graduation from Austin Seminary,
Alice was pastor to Utopia United
Methodist Church in Utopia, Texas,
where she was responsible for
Methodist Hospital of San Antonio
establishing a medical clinic, and
Hyde Park United Methodist
Church in Austin. In addition to
Ralph, she is survived by their
daughters, Tammy Bartholomae
and Terry Wilder, and their fami-
lies. Memorials may be made to St.
John’s United Methodist Church or
Austin Seminary. 

Peggy Lord Cockrum,
retired coordinator of
public relations at
Austin Seminary
(1975-1994), died
January 27, 2005.
Services were held
February 5 at Genesis Presbyterian
Church, Austin. Before joining the
Seminary staff, Peggy edited the
Synod of Texas newspaper. She
served as president of Austin
Church Women United, the Austin
Shakespeare Club, and treasurer of
the United Campus Ministry of
Texas. She is survived by her hus-
band, Jim, and two sons and their
families. Jim and Peggy’s son, James
Bryant Cockrum, died in December.

CAMPUS NOTES
Rick Ufford-Chase, moderator of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), was a pre-
senter at the fourth annual Presbyterian College Presidents, Chaplains, and
Church Relations Conference, February 6-7, at Austin Seminary. Sponsored
by the Seminary’s Center for the Church and Higher Education, the Synod of
the Sun, and the Moderator, the conference, “Undergraduates and the Call to
Ministry,” focused on how Presbyterian-related colleges can identify and
encourage candidates for ministry. Other presenters included President Ted
Wardlaw, John Evans (MDiv’69), vocation and placement officer for Austin
Seminary, Michael Miller (MDiv’70), research professor in the church and
higher education at Austin Seminary and director of the Center, and Judy
Fletcher (MDiv’68), executive of the Synod of the Sun.

The Interfaith Community for Palestinian Rights, Friends of the Sabeel-North
America, and Pax Christi USA held a conference, “American Churches and the
Palestinians,” on the Austin Seminary campus, February 11-12. The confer-
ence featured Naim Ateek, director of the Sabeel Ecumenical Liberation
Theology Center in Jerusalem, and Donald Wagner, director of the Center for
Middle East Studies at North Park University in Chicago, Illinois. Also pres-
ent were leaders of the Presbyterian, Episcopalian, Methodist, and Lutheran
churches, Pax Christi USA, Palestinian refugees, and an Israeli colonel. Whit
Bodman, assistant professor of comparative religion, moderated a panel with
representatives of mainline denominations. The conference, which attracted
more than 200 participants, focused on how churches at both the national and
the local levels support peace in Israel and Palestine and on tools to educate
the public about the struggle between Israelis and Palestinians.

Bishop Joel Martínez of the Southwest Texas and Rio Grande Conferences of
the United Methodist Church preached in Shelton Chapel on February 10.

Poet, theologian, and hymn writer Brian Wren, the John and Miriam Conant
Professor of Worship at Columbia Seminary, led two workshops on February
21: “Poems of Faith: The Words of Hymns as a Spiritual Resource,” and “God
Loves Ordinary Voices: A Practical Theology of Congregational Song.”

Two special art exhibits are on view this
spring. Works of photojournalist Alan
Pogue depicting the effects of war will be
on display in McMillan through the end of
March. Graphics by Sarah Traylor, spouse
of Chuck Traylor (MDiv’87), is on exhib-
it in downstairs in the McCord Center.
Both exhibits were coordinated by C. D.
Weaver, the Seminary’s artist-in-residence.

The University Senate of the United
Methodist Church recently renewed Austin
Seminary’s approval for the training of
United Methodist candidates for ordained
ministry. Approval for Presbyterian semi-

naries to prepare United Methodist students for ministry is re-evaluated every
four years. Nearly 20 percent of Austin Seminary’s students are members of the
United Methodist Church.
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with pen in hand…
David Hadley Jensen,
assistant professor of
constructive theology,
is a recipient of the
Louisville Institute’s
Christian Faith and
Life Grant for 2005.
He received a sabbatical grant of
$45,000 to support his research
toward a book regarding the theolo-
gy of work and vocation. The objec-
tive of the grant program is to iden-
tify pastors and academics already
working on these issues, encourage
others to develop research projects
that would advance the ideas of the
initiative, and generate a broader
conversation in the American aca-
demic and church communities
about the nature of and challenges
to Christian faith and life in the
contemporary world.

“Educating Sheila: Reformed Wor-
ship and the Contemporary Spiritu-
al Quest,” an article by David
Johnson, director of the Supervised
Practice of Ministry and Spiritual
Formation programs, appears in
Call to Worship, 38: 2 (2004), 3-9
(successor publication to Reformed
Liturgy and Worship).

Timothy Lincoln, director of semi-
nary assessment and library services,
wrote “What’s a Seminary Library
For?” for the latest issue of Theologi-
cal Education.

Theology professors Cynthia Rigby
and David Jensen contributed to a
chapter, “Jesus Christ,” in the recent-
ly published Constructive Theology: A
Contemporary Approach to Classical
Themes, edited by Serene Jones and
Paul Lakeland (Fortress Press, 2005).
The introductory textbook was co-
written by a group of forty Protes-
tant and Catholic theologians, and is
currently being read by students in
Jensen’s systematic theology course.

One of my professors in seminary defined poetry simply as “saying
something the best way.” Maybe he was right, if by “the best way” we

mean using the weft of words to express who we are and what we feel,
what we hope and dread, hate and love. 

Being a preacher I have always felt a strange kinship to the art and
craft of poetry. I have sensed the anxiety W. H. Auden described when he
said that after years of writing poetry he still hesitated to call himself a
poet. “In the eyes of others,” he writes, a person “is a poet if he has writ-
ten one good poem.” In his own eyes, however, “he is only a poet at the
moment when he is making his last revision to a new poem. The moment
before he was still only a potential poet; the moment after he is a man who
has ceased to write poetry, perhaps forever.” Anyone who has ever felt the
thrill of having preached a sermon that fired on all cylinders in the midst
of a congregation listening at full tilt knows that feeling, and so does any-
one who has ever sat before a text on Monday morning wondering if “it”
will ever happen again.

The pure wordiness of poetry bears also on preaching. St. Paul knew
preaching is folly. Really it is. The apostle is not overstating his case. And
one of the most foolish things about preaching pertains to its wordiness.
We believe that words convey meanings of things we have never seen (the
eternal) by being as true as possible to things we have seen (the world
around us). Words perform the role of priests, forming a verbal bridge
over which God steps into our lives by means of analogy. 

Thus the seventeenth-century poet and pastor George Herbert asks,
“Lord, how can man preach thy eternall word?” and answers his question
by describing the “brittle crazie glasse” (i.e., the colored stained glass win-
dows) of the church, observing that God’s life shines through the sermon
of the faithful preacher because God’s own story has been “annealed” in
the preacher’s. And Philip Larkin, a twentieth-century poet, though an
unbeliever, finds in the dusty emptiness of an English church a haunting
possibility that something real occurs in this “serious house on serious
earth… in whose blent air all our compulsions meet, are recognized, and
robed as destinies, and that much never can be obsolete, since someone
will forever be surprising a hunger in himself to be more serious.”

Some poets, like George Herbert, John Donne, William Cowper,
William Blake, W. H. Auden, T. S. Eliot, and R. S. Thomas, consciously
and explicitly explore the contours of faith’s topography. Others, and I am
thinking of Sylvia Plath, Carl Sandburg, Robert Frost, Seamus Heaney,
Philip Levine, and John Ciardi, for example, take a more oblique tack.
What is most definitely true of all good poets is this: they best demand
and deserve our best efforts. 

A good poem can never be fully understood the first time you read it,
and a great poem becomes a companion for life. In fact, I would go so far
as to say that a bad poem is by definition one that can be fully compre-
hended the first time you read it. An insight, which, incidentally, can be
extended to Christian hymns.

Great poetry stretches us. If we are lucky it stretches us, like a bor-
rowed sweater, far enough that our minds will never assume their old
shape again. —Michael Jinkins, academic dean

FACULTY NEWS

The Dean’s Bookshelf
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Nancy Taylor
Williamson honored
by faculty chair in
pastoral care

The Trustees of Austin Presbyterian
Theological Seminary are pleased to

announce the establishment of the Nancy
Taylor Williamson Chair in Pastoral Care.
The Chair is an endowed, tenure-track fac-
ulty position established in 2004 through a
pledge from an anonymous donor. The
endowment affirms Austin Seminary’s belief
that theologically sound and skillfully

administered pastoral care is a valuable characteristic of excellent pastors. The
Williamson Chair ensures that resources will be available at Austin Seminary
for a full-time faculty member devoted to the study and teaching of pastoral
care.

Nancy Taylor Williamson of Denver, Colorado, is the wife of Hugh
Williamson, who has been a trustee of Austin Seminary since 1990. This
newly endowed faculty position reflects the lifelong commitment to caring for
others exemplified by its honoree. “Nan has nurtured and mentored many
people over the years,” the donor said in a letter to the Seminary, “and in the
process she has transformed lives and created hope-filled futures.” Since
redemptive work is at the core of pastoral care, the Williamson Chair promis-
es that Nan’s commitment to nurturing others will form and shape the lives
and pastoral identities of generations of Austin Seminary’s students as they
prepare for leadership roles in the church of Jesus Christ.

For more information about The Nancy Taylor Williamson Chair, please
contact Tim Kubatzky, vice president for institutional advancement, at 1-800-
777-6127; 100 East 27th St., Austin, TX 78705; advancement@austinsemi-
nary.edu.

Mabee Foundation
gives $2 million
challenge grant

Austin Seminary has received a
two million dollar challenge

grant from the J. E. and L. E. Mabee
Foundation of Tulsa, Oklahoma. It is
the largest grant ever made to Austin
Seminary, and the largest non-estate
gift Austin Seminary has ever
received.

The Mabee Foundation’s pledge
to Austin Seminary’s $25 million
Centennial Campaign will be used
to motivate donors to complete the
comprehensive campaign by
December 31, 2005. The most
urgent campaign priority is to con-
struct additional on-campus housing
for students, and the Mabee gift is
earmarked for that effort.

Since the gift is a challenge
grant, Austin Seminary will receive
delivery of the grant money only if
the $25 million campaign goal is ful-
filled. So far, the Seminary has raised
approximately $21 million in gifts
and pledges during the first four
years of the five-year effort, includ-
ing the grant from the Mabee
Foundation.

“Gifts like this help maintain
Austin Seminary’s unique environ-
ment while the student body grows,”
said President Ted Wardlaw. “On-
campus housing is vital to Austin
Seminary’s commitment to pastoral
formation in a supportive learning
community. Students who live and
learn in a close Christian communi-
ty are better prepared to lead
Christian communities.”

The Mabee Foundation’s mis-
sion includes aiding Christian reli-
gious organizations, institutions of
higher learning, and other charitable
organizations in Arkansas, Kansas,
Missouri, New Mexico, Oklahoma,
and Texas.

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Friends of Maxine
and Frank Walker
(MDiv’50) have
endowed a scholar-
ship in their honor.
The gift was
announced at the
ASA Annual
Meeting and
Banquet by Frank’s
pastor, Jim
Newman
(MDiv’93).



Afourteen-year veteran of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

staff, Helen Locklear (MDiv’89)
has been named deputy executive
director of the PC(USA) General
Assembly Council (GAC) for a two-
year term. Her appointment was
announced on January 7 by GAC
Executive Director John Detterick. 

“I am a few short weeks into
finding Helen just to be a delightful
person to work with and a very
quick learner,” said Detterick. “As
the first racial/ethnic person to hold
this office she’s also bringing a per-
spective that I find most helpful.”

As deputy executive director,
Locklear, who began her new posi-
tion on January 31, will support the
mission, goals, and priorities of the
General Assembly Council by over-
seeing areas of support and services. 

“This is a very exciting appoint-
ment and I feel honored to have
been considered for such a huge
responsibility,” said Locklear. “My
motivation comes from the ‘nudg-
ing of the Spirit’ depending highly
on prayer, contemplation, as well as
communication, both internal and
external, to guide me in the deci-
sion-making process.” 

Locklear is a Native American
member of the Lumbee/Tuscarora
tribe in North Carolina. She gradu-
ated with a BA in sociology from
Pembroke State University in North
Carolina in 1979. After receiving an
MDiv from Austin Seminary in
1989, she was ordained in March
1990. She served as executive direc-
tor for the Southeastern Family
Violence Center, Lumberton, North
Carolina, in the interim period. 

In 1990, she was called to be
director of the Pembroke Area Pres-

byterian Ministry and pastor of
New Hope Presbyterian Chapel. In
1991, she joined the staff of the
PC(USA) as associate for racial jus-
tice leadership and diversity training
until the position was eliminated
due to budget cuts in 1996. In
1994, she also earned an MA in
management and human resources
development from Webster Univer-
sity in St. Louis, Missouri. In 1997,
she became executive director of
Presbyterian Health, Education,
And Welfare Association and also
served as the associate for Social
Welfare Organizations in the
denominations’ Social Justice Min-
istries program area.

In 2000, Locklear served as
associate director for racial/ethnic
ministries in the National Ministries
Division (NMD). In 2004, NMD
was restructured to align with the
goals of the GAC, and the two min-
istry programs of social justice and
racial/ethnic ministries were com-

bined and renamed the Justice and
Compassion Goal Area. Locklear
continued serving as associate direc-
tor for this new ministry until her
appointment to the GAC.

“I see this position as an adven-
ture and challenge and will turn
these into opportunities to serve the
church at large,” said Locklear.
“Racial and social justice issues have
always been near and dear to my
heart, and I can envision the next
two years as an opportunity to bring
harmony to the church. I would
like to see more empowerment and
decision-making opportunities
brought to the often-unheard areas
of the church.”

“I have quickly discovered that
this is a very busy place, with an
enormous amount of time spent in
meetings, reviewing and approving
documents, coordinating the scores
of offices that I oversee, and provid-
ing support to the GAC, to name a
few,” she said.
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Austin Seminary alum Helen Locklear
appointed GAC deputy executive director

The Rev. Buddy Monahan of Albuquerque, New Mexico, left, presents a medal-
lion to Helen Locklear during her commissioning celebration as the new deputy
executive director of the General Assembly Council. 
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and writing. Over the years she
received a number of significant
awards, including a lifetime mem-
bership in the Arizona Public
Health Association. Now retired,
Genie continues her involvement in
numerous church-related, civic, and
political endeavors, including pover-
ty programs, border projects, and
programs for farm workers and
undocumented immigrants—not to
mention active leadership in the
Democratic Party.

In conveying the award,
William O. “Bill” Walker
(MDiv’57) said, “Genie has worked
tirelessly for peace and justice and
has been a strong advocate for the
poor and the dispossessed. What
better use could anyone make of a
seminary education, and how better
could any graduate bring honor to a
seminary?”

A graduate of Davidson College,
William Kimbro “Bill” Hedrick
(MDiv’65) graduated from Austin

Seminary in 1965, then he served a
church in Nachitoches, Louisiana,
studied on a Rotary Scholarship in
Berlin, and received the Doctor of
Theology from San Francisco
Theological Seminary through the
Graduate Theological Union in
1971. He then served St. Andrew
Presbyterian Church in Longview,
Texas, and Trinity Presbyterian
Church in Midland, Texas. For the
next twelve years he was vice presi-
dent for development at Austin
Seminary, where he also team-
taught New Testament and homilet-
ics courses. Sensing God’s call to
address issues of the inner city, Bill
returned to parish ministry as pas-
tor of Second Presbyterian Church
in St. Louis. There he encouraged
church members to assume respon-
sibilities in community and govern-
mental affairs, developed significant
relationships across racial lines, and
personally took active leadership in
numerous community development
organizations. He retired from the
ministry in 2004 and he and his
family now live in Albuquerque,
New Mexico, where his spouse,
Catherine Robinson (MDiv’86), is
pastor of Covenant Presbyterian
Church. 

“Fortified by a lifelong tena-
cious and adventurous spirit cou-
pled with a wonderfully gracious
and unpretentious manner of living
the Christian life,” said presenter
John R. Evans (MDiv’68), “there
stands out a faithful disciple of Jesus
Christ whose biblical insight, digni-
fied leadership style, pastoral heart,
and capable intellect have combined
to bring glory to God at every point
along the path of ministry.”

Having been called to preach and
ordained to ministry as a teenager,
Frank B. Walker (MDiv’50)
became convinced that God was
calling him to obtain a formal theo-

Three distinguished graduates
recognized for years of service

Distinguished Service Awardees: Genie Hopper Zaveleta, Frank Walker, and Bill
Hedrick.

The Austin Seminary Association
(ASA), at its Annual Meeting

and Banquet on Wednesday,
February 2, 2005, recognized three
people for their longstanding con-
tributions to the church and to
Austin Seminary. 

Arriving in Austin from Lubbock in
1955, Eugenia “Genie” Hopper
Zavaleta (MCE’57) was the first to
enroll in Austin Seminary’s new
School for Lay Workers in Christian
Education. After receiving her MCE
degree, she and her husband
engaged in migrant ministry for ten
years—following the crops, working
for health and sanitation, and pro-
viding programs of education and
emergency assistance. In 1968, they
settled in Arizona and Genie devot-
ed herself to a variety of activities,
including graduate study in coun-
seling and education; leadership
roles in family planning and health
education; teaching and counseling
in higher education; and consulting
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logical education. He thought that
without a college degree he would
not be able to attend seminary.
That was until Dr. George Gentry,
a fishing buddy and philosophy
professor at the University of Texas,
arranged an interview at Austin
Seminary. Before he drove up to
Austin, Frank prayed, “Lord, if you
want me to go here, please open the
door for me.” When he got out of
his car in front of Sampson Hall, he
saw an older man in bib overalls
tending the lawn. The man intro-
duced himself as [Old Testament
Professor] Dr. Gribble and opened
the front door for him. Frank
walked in and saw a young man
walking down the corridor toward
him. “You must be Frank Walker,”
said Dean James I. McCord
(MDiv’42), shaking Frank’s hand.
“Come on in.” Dean McCord
opened the door to his office and
ushered the prospective student in.
“Dean McCord,” said Frank, when
they had settled down in the office,
“do you all believe in prayer around
here?” Dean McCord responded,
“Why of course we do.” “Well, sir,”
said Frank, “I prayed for the Lord
to open the right doors for me if
He wanted me to come here, and I
want you to know that I haven’t
touched a door yet!”

Frank enrolled at Austin Semi-
nary and simultaneously obtained a
degree from the University of
Texas’s prestigious Plan II program,
graduating in 1949. He served First
Presbyterian Churches of Leon
Springs, Uvalde, Brownsville, First
Southern (now Austin Central), and
Taylor, Texas, where he is Pastor
Emeritus. Upon receiving the
award, Frank smiled and replied,
“You know if you live long enough,
something wonderful can happen.
And Lord knows it has!”

Looking for Austin Seminary missionaries

Did you spend all or part of your ministry in the international mis-
sion program of the Presbyterian Church or other denomination? 
Do you know those who attended Austin Seminary who have
served in mission programs?

As part of the Seminary archival program, we want to gather infor-
mation on the life and work of these persons. We invite you to
please let us know names and how to be in touch with you, them,
or members of their families.

Contact: Georgia Smith, coordinator of alumni/ae relations: 

100 E. 27th Street
Austin, TX 78705-5797

512-404-4801
gsmith@austinseminary.edu

Professor Emeritus Pete Hendrick is coordinating this undertaking
with Kris Toma, Seminary archivist.

2005 
George S. Heyer Jr. Lecture
April 20, 2005, 4:00 p.m.

Shelton Chapel

JODY CONRADT
Head Coach for women’s 

basketball at the 
University of Texas at Austin

Christian Leadership Education
April 4-6, 2005 JANICE CATRON
Using Biblical Archeology in
Christian Education

April 10-14, 2005
STEPHEN REID & KEVIN MCCLURE

The Psalter: Study, Spirit,
and Song (Certificate in Spiritual
Formation program)

April 21-22, 2005
KEVIN ARMSTRONG & NANCY ARMSTRONG

Clergy Families

May 10-14, 2005
ELIZABETH HARPER NEELD

Grief & Loss: Choices that
Help Us Find Daylight
(Certificate in Spiritual Formation
program)

www.austinseminary.edu
800-777-6127
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scenes from a lecture…

Jan. 31-Feb. 2, 2005
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Brice Rogers (MDiv’03), top
left, meets with a new church
development in Cairo, Egypt.
Members are from Egypt,
Sudan, Nigeria, Korea,
Germany, England, and the
U.S. Brice occasionally
preaches there and helps with
planning and implementing
conferences and activities.

’tis the season 
for miracles!

A member of Dan
Fultz’s (MDiv’91) con-

gregation, Grace
Presbyterian Church in

Victoria, took this photo
on Christmas Day—the
first white Christmas in
the South Texas town in

eighty-six years.

New ASA board 
members installed

MidWinter Lectures, January
31-February 2, 2005, provid-

ed a speical time for reunions for the
Classes of 1955, 1965, 1995, 2000,
and 2003. Stirring sermons by
Joseph L. Roberts and an organ
recital by Robert “Bob” Leslie
(MDiv’59) augmented the stimulat-
ing lectures by E. Elizabeth Johnson,
Gordon Mikoski, and Ted Wardlaw
(standing in for an ailing Jane Shaw).
The Austin Seminary Association
(ASA) Banquet and Annual Meet-
ing, held at the conclusion of lec-
tures, featured an address by Rick
Ufford-Chase, moderator of the
216th General Assembly of the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.).

During the short business meet-
ing prior to the program, a new slate
of officers was presented. By accla-
mation, members of the ASA elected
the following alumni/ae to serve in
2005: The new president is Dennis
Ritchie (MDiv’98), pastor of First
Presbyterian Church, Claremore,
Oklahoma. New representatives
include: Alan Ford (MDiv’78), pas-
tor of First Presbyterian Church,
Newport, Arkansas; Elizabeth S.
Lizarraga (MDiv’88), director, Pres-
byterian/Disciple University Center,
Fayetteville, Arkansas; Helen Lock-
lear (MDiv’89), GAC deputy execu-
tive director; and Frank E. Yates
(MDiv’75), pastor, St. Andrew Pres-
byterian Church, Albuquerque.

For additional photos from
MidWinter Lectures, or to complete
a survey about what you’d like to see
in future events, log on to
www.austinseminary.edu/news/lec-
tures.html.

ALUMNI/AE NEWS

Sri Lankan alumnus brings relief to tsunami victims
Paul Benjamin (MTh’77), an international student in 1976-77 from Sri
Lanka, now serves Emory United Methodist Church in Street, Maryland. In
the early hours of Dec. 26, he and his wife, Saroja, began to learn of the dev-
astation caused by the tsunami. They shared their concerns with the congre-
gation, and a plan to provide hope and support was born in the resolve of the
church.

The Benjamin’s daughter, Esther (who still remembers winning a live
Easter bunny at the Seminary Easter egg hunt!), now vice president for devel-
opment at the International Youth Foundation (IYF), and her sister, Ruth, an
architect in Philadelphia, shared the news with their colleagues and friends;
Saroja publicized it at work.

On January 2, 2005, the members of Emory Church donated about
$3,000. Paul, Saroja, and Esther traveled to Sri Lanka in January, visiting the
affected areas, meeting hundreds of people who had their own stories to
recount. They funded outreach work through six coordinators, all Methodist
pastors: a day care and nutritional center, a vocational training school, and
three homes for deaf children. 

“Amidst a sense of sadness and loss, we saw that people were looking
beyond the dark clouds to a time of gathering what is left and rebuilding,” says
Paul. “This was evident even in villages where the entire population lived in
tents. We saw a temporary chapel/community center in the middle of the
tents, which for them, and to us, stood as a symbol of hope that originates
from Christ.”

Emory Church will provide continued support in the months to come.
Esther, who returns Feb. 26 on behalf of IYF, will carry about $10,000 from
the Emory fund to aid reconstruction projects.
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Class of 1965: (from the top row, left to right)
John Ed Withers, Jean Withers, Jim Ainsworth,
John Purcell, John Williams, Linda Williams,
Shirl Butler, Charles Hendricks, Charles Freeland,
Catherine Robinson, Bill Hedrick, Peggy
Hendricks, Sandy Freeland, and George Hedrick

Classes of 2000 and 2002: Anni Judkins, Christina and Hannah
Puttingham, Joel Puttingham, Ernie Gardner, Sherri Stice, Scott
Cervas, Chris Bistline, and Patsy Chaney.

Class of 1995: Lemuel García Arroyo, Joan Gaines,
and Carl McCormick.

Class of 1955: (from the top row, left to right) Jerry Tompkins,
John Alexander, Jim Mosley, Marcia Tompkins, Joanne Mosley,
Eleanor Alexander, Jim Anderson, Carroll Anderson, Dick
Schmidt, Mary Schmidt, Bill Van Auken, and Larry Correu 

Mark your calendars…
2006 MidWinter Lectures

January 30-February 1
will feature Luke Timothy Johnson, R.
W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament
and Christian Origins, Candler School of
Theology at Emory University, and
William J. Carl III, pastor, First Presby-
terian Church, Dallas, Texas. Reunion
classes of 1956, 1966, 1996, 2001, and
2003 should plan now to gather with for-
mer classmates for a lively time of intellec-
tual stimulation and uplifting camaraderie.

Reunions
2005



WELCOME…
to Robert James Goodenberger Curtiss, son of Meg and John Curtiss
(MDiv’00), born October 21, 2004, Athens, Alabama. 

to Elizabeth Parmelee Acree, daughter of Steven and Jill Acree
(MDiv’01), adopted on August 26, 2003, Ada, Oklahoma. 

to Marguerite Grace Odom, daughter of Denise Lee Odom (MDiv’99)
and Andy Odom (MDiv’01), born November 2, 2004, Bartlesville,
Oklahoma.

CLASS NOTES
1980s

Clay “Matt” Samson (MDiv’87)
completed his doctorate in anthro-
pology at the University at Albany,
State University of New York, in
May 2004. His dissertation was
titled, “Re-enchanting the World:
Maya Identity and Protestantism in
the Western Highlands of
Guatemala.”

1990s

Ann D. Normand (MDiv’95,
DMin’01) and her church, Trinity
Episcopal Church in Marble Falls,
Texas, have received two grants to
fund her three-month sabbatical
leave in 2005. Funds from the Lilly
Endowment Inc.’s Clergy Renewal
Program and the Bishop Quin
Foundation Sabbatical Grant
Program will offer Normand the
opportunity for a period of inten-
tional reflection and renewal and
will cover expenses related to the
pastoral needs of the church in her
absence.

Christopher A. Volz (MDiv’95)
earned a DMin in biblical preach-
ing and church leadership from
Asbury Theological Seminary in
December. His dissertation project
was titled, “Preaching to Build and
Cultivate Apostolic Vision.” Volz is
an elder in the United Methodist
Church and serves as senior pastor
of First United Methodist Church
of Freeport and Oyster Creek
United Methodist Church. He lives
in Freeport, Texas. 

Yaqub Mohamed (MA’96) is serv-
ing as parish associate of Somserv, a
non-profit ministry to Somali
immigrants, as pastor to the United
Somali Fellowship, and is a member
of the Twin Cities Presbytery. He
received an MDiv from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 2002 and

NECROLOGY
Thomas H. Talbot (MDiv’36) Jasper, Texas, January 21, 2005. 

Erwin G. Culley (MDiv’42) Pasadena, California.

Daniel A. Baker (MDiv’46) Houston, Texas, November 17, 2004. 

Walter M. Crofton (MDiv’62) Houston, Texas, December 24, 2004. 

Alice B. Underwood (MDiv’94), Austin, Texas, December 9, 2004.

ALUMNI/AE NEWS

was ordained in June 2003 by
Central Florida Presbytery.

Cindy Kohlmann (MDiv’99), of
Carlilse, Ohio, ran a marathon
January 9, raising $4,100 for cancer
research for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society’s Team-in-
Training. She finished the marathon
in just over four hours and forty-
two minutes.

We want your news.
We’d love your email.

Please visit the alumni/ae page
of austinseminary.edu to 

provide / update your email
address, or write: 

alum@austinseminary.edu

ORDINATIONS
Sharon Louise Bryant (MDiv’03), December 12, 2004, as pastor of
First Presbyterian Church, Stephenville, Texas.

Jennifer J. Rogers (MDiv’04), January 2, 2005, as chaplain in the
United States Army.

David A. Slyter (MDiv’04) as associate pastor of Wimberley
Presbyterian Church, Wimberley, Texas.

Robert Paul Stewart (MDiv’04), February 19, 2005, as pastor of First
Presbyterian Church, Perry, Oklahoma.

Recent Graduate Seminar
May 5-7, 2005

for the classes of 2003 and 2004
For more infomation contact Georgia Smith: alum@austinseminary.edu
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