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If you read your mail promptly, then this particular issue of
Windows you’re holding in your hands has come to you quite

soon after our Fall Board of Trustees meeting, November 14 to 16.
At this remarkable meeting, the board voted unanimously to adopt
a “Ten-Year Vision for Development,” which will usher in a long-
range plan to grow the student body, grow the faculty, and add
enough student housing units on campus to move us from our
present ability to house 53% of master’s-level students to the abil-
ity to house 80% of them. This ambitious plan will accomplish
many things, for sure, but the most dramatic evidence of this plan’s
success will be the transformation of our campus housing from the
112 housing units we presently have to a completely new genera-
tion of housing that will come close to doubling that number, thus
providing the infrastructure on our snug twelve acres for a signifi-
cantly larger student body. 

At the root of this plan is a long-valued preference for a resi-
dential community that affirms that much of the educational
process here occurs outside of the classroom setting. In other
words, as over against various forms of “distance learning” in
which you can sit at your computer in your pajamas and “go to
seminary,” we are reaffirming that theological education is a mat-
ter of formation and not just information. We are reaffirming that,
many current trends to the contrary, a theological education
requires not just knowledge but also ethos—and you can’t get
ethos on-line, any more than you can break bread or pass the peace
on-line.

This issue of Windows explores various aspects of the joy, mys-
tery, and serendipity that accompany the residential theological
education one experiences at Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary. Just one example of all of this, by the way, is that once
in a while, by the grace of God, the president gets to read a story
to the children of the Seminary community (you can’t do that on-
line either).

Enjoy reading on, and give thanks for all the ways in which
this community is forming—right now!—the next generation of
pastors.

Theodore J. Wardlaw
President

LOOKING OUTWARD

The President’s Preaching and
Speaking Engagements

November 7 & 14, Stewardship Leader &
Preacher, University PC, Austin, Texas

November 13, Speaker, New Covenant
Presbytery, Houston, Texas

December 12, Preacher, Ordination Service,
Shelton Chapel, Austin Seminary

January 21-23, Keynote Speaker, Presbyterian
Association of Musicians, Louisville, Kentucky

January 25, Preacher, Sprunt Lectures, Union
Seminary / PSCE, Richmond, Virginia

February 6, Preacher, First PC, Ft. Worth, Texas

February 13, Sunday School Teacher, Tarrytown
United Methodist Church, Austin, Texas

February 18, Keynote Speaker, Association of
Theological Schools DIAP Conference, Ft. Worth

March 3, Lecture & Preacher, Centennial
Enrichment Lecture Series, First PC, Kerrville,
Texas

April 3, Preacher 30th Anniversary Celebration,
West Plano PC, Plano, Texas

April 10, Retreat Leader, Issues Class, FPC,
Houston, Texas

Halloween brings out Ted Wardlaw’s inner child during
storytime at the Seminary’s child care center.



2-10 Being There
Of what value is a residential community 
in the formation of pastors?
BY PAUL STEWART

Letters home

Insert The Honor Roll of Donors: 2003-2004 

11 Development news

12 Community news

15 Faculty news

16 Alumni/ae news

Back cover Christian leadership education schedule

CONTENTS

Publisher & Mailing Statement

Windows is published three times each year
by Austin Presbyterian Theological
Seminary.
ISSN 2056-0556
Postmaster: Address service requested

Austin Seminary Windows
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
100 E. 27th St.
Austin, TX 78705-5797

Non-profit bulk mail permit no. 2473

phone: 512-472-6736 
e-mail: windows@austinseminary.edu
fax: 512-479-0738
www.austinseminary.edu

Theological Education Fund
(1% Plan)

The theological schools of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
no longer receive funding
from the basic mission budget
of the General Assembly.
Churches are asked to
contribute 1% of their
operating budgets to the
fund, which is then
distributed to the seminaries.

WINDOWS
Winter 2004

Volume 119 Number 3

EDITOR
Randal Whittington

CONTRIBUTORS
Hannah Beck

Jacqueline Hefley
Timothy Kubatzky
Shannon LaDuke

Amy Meyer
Georgia Smith

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Elizabeth C. Williams, Chair

Michael D. Allen
Carolyn W. Beaird
Dianne E. Brown
James W. Bruce Jr. 
Diane E. Buchanan
Cassandra Carr
George S. Cladis
Peggy L. Clark
La Unah S. Cuffy
Frank Diaz
Elizabeth Blanton Flowers
Donald R. Frampton
Judye G. Hartman 
Bruce G. Herlin
Robert T. Herres
James R. Hunt
J Carter King III
Catherine O. Lowry
John M. McCoy Jr.
Blair R. Monie
Virginia L. Olszewski
William C. Powers Jr.
Cheryl Covey Ramsey
Sydney F. Reding
Max R. Sherman
Jerry Jay Smith
Rex C. Vermillion
Hugh H. Williamson III

Trustees Emeriti
Clarence N. Frierson
Stephen A. Matthews
Weldon H. Smith
Edward D. Vickery



y preconception

was that I was

going to get an

education so that I

could be a pastor,” recalls the Reverend Rob

Leischner, a 2001 graduate of Austin

Presbyterian Theological Seminary. “I talked

to pastors before I came, and they all said

seminary was about community. The truth of

this only came to me after I’d left.” 
2

Paul Stewart (MDiv’04), one of
Austin Seminary’s newest graduates,
writes from his experience over the
past three years. He hopes to soon
apply to a congregational setting
what he assimilated here about
living and working, learning and
praying together in Christian
community.

BY PAUL STEWART



Today Rob is back living in student housing, sup-
porting his wife, Brenda, who enrolled this fall in the
Master of Divinity program. His first time around,
Rob was part of a group of friends that gathered in
the evenings by one of the stone retaining walls on
the southern edge of campus housing. There are sev-
eral of these walls in the area known as the “fertile
crescent,” so named for the occasional outbreaks of
little Christians that seem to arrive in clusters. The
older children climbed the rough-cut limestone walls
as they played pirates, the Alamo, or Lord of the
Rings games of derring-do. But for Rob, the play at
the wall had biblical overtones: “On Friday nights we
would gather and talk about our struggles or theolo-
gy. There were some preconceptions—about what it
means to be a pastor, a Christian, a person—that
were destroyed at that wall. It was our Jericho.”

The physical topography of the Austin Seminary
campus in many ways mirrors the spiritual pilgrim-
age of its residents. Each morning, most students
journey down from their homes, cross the waters of
Waller Creek, and then climb up to the Chapel, class-
rooms, library, or community center. The campus is

sacred space shared with the larger community: sem-
inary students walk in the company of other pil-
grims, university students winding their way through
the paths and bridges from Hyde Park to the
University of Texas campus.

Any student of Liturgics Professor Stan Hall will
immediately see the significance of this act. It mirrors
the sacramental journey of the baptized: each day,
students leave behind the mundane, are washed in
the memory of their baptism, and emerge new,
cleansed of sin into a life of vocation. 

All well and good on a crisp Austin autumn
morning, but by the end of a day of rapid-fire Cindy
Rigby lectures, banging one’s head against the gram-
matical possibilities of ερχοµαι, or trying to remem-
ber if the Council of Ephesus is tied into the
Athanasian heresy (or not), home looks like very
sacred space and the classroom and library look about
as un-holy as anything you might imagine. So the
students go down by the water, maybe look for the
ancient snapping turtle or just listen to the water
flow for a moment, and head for the sanctity of
home.

WINDOWS / Summer 2004
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Women and men come to seminary to become pastors.
However, and much to their surprise, they find that pas-
toral formation seems to take place in and around the
campus, in short, everywhere relationships are formed.
The institution provides the ways and means for the
education required to become a pastor, but outside of
academics, “the seminary” is home, work, church, econ-
omy, ecology, family, friend, teacher, student, parent,
and child. Somewhere along the way—in a classroom,
at table fellowship, or walking between one place and
another—it all becomes integrated into the heart and
mind of a pastor. “My greatest effort in becoming part
of this school is that I seek relationship more than any-
thing else,” says junior (first-year) student Whitney
Turk.

Shelton Chapel, perched on the highest point of the
campus—our Zion, as it were—serves as the formal
location for this process of formation and transforma-
tion. Chapel worship defines the structure of the day

and the week. It is the quiet place of refuge for the
weary and the world-sick, for both the Seminary and
the larger community. (It is not unusual to find a U.T.
student at prayer in the pews at some point during the
week. Indeed, the Chapel was constructed to face the
University with an opening door of welcome.) The
Chapel is where we are moved to tears by sermons, by
prayers, and by hymns and spiritual songs. It is where
we hear the small still voice of God.

Care of the Chapel is shared between the mainte-
nance staff and a student beadle. Dana Boes, the current
beadle, was drawn to the job in large part by her emo-
tional ties to the place. “If I had to pick one place on
campus that is my spiritual center point, it would be the
Chapel. This is what everything else is about. The
Chapel balances out the academic rigors. It’s the spiri-

I will not soon forget that day in the Chapel. I was new:
new to seminary, new to the idea of being a pastor and, as
a kid who grew up in the Midwest, I was certainly new to
Texas. Yet there I sat in Austin’s small stone chapel sur-
rounded by twenty or so people gathered for daily wor-
ship. A few chords rang out from the organ and we stood
to sing “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” As we sang
the first verse a voice sounded behind me. It was Andy, a
fellow new student, and he was belting out, “Sayng mee
sum may-lodious saw-net!” He sang with abandon and joy
and such a thick Texas accent that I stopped mid-verse
just to listen. This was a hymn I had known
before I could read, but that day, I heard it
in a new way. The familiar hymn had never
sounded quite so human before, with its
strange language of ebenezers and mounts
and fetters finally brought down to earth in
that off-key Texas twang. At the same time
though, as Andy gave passionate voice to
those ancient words, the hymn had never
sounded quite so holy.

I had come to campus a life-long Christian, a child of
the Presbyterian Church. I had known pastors forever but
the actual vocation of the pastor was still a foreign con-
cept. I had brought with me outdated stereotypes and
unreachable images of what a pastor was to be. I imagined
the pastor was holier than holy, a person who never
strayed or even swore. But that single moment in the
Chapel opened my mind and heart. It showed me that God
calls real people, ordinary people of flesh and blood, who
may bring nothing more than a desire to learn the melodi-
ous sonnet and who are willing to live their lives by its
cadence. Overhearing my friend’s singing made the pas-
toral life real to me. It made it, to use a word I was soon to
learn, incarnate.

A great many more incarnational moments were to
follow, moments when the pastoral life was both brought
down to earth and revealed as holy. Whether it was learn-
ing to love one another’s foibles over shared daily meals in
McCord or passionately discussing the mystery of God
around a bowl of queso at Trudy’s, I was being mentored in
how to be a pastor. Over time that moment in the Chapel
has come to represent the gift that seminary gave me; the
gift of a pastoral identity that recognizes the holy in the
ordinary. Living in an intentional seminary community
was a key component for my development of this identity.
During those years together we sang, many times off key,
but we sang, asking God to tune our hearts and teach us
sonnets. Above all, we sang trusting that our imperfect
voices were joined by the song of flaming tongues above.

—Tasha Blackburn ’01, Interim Associate Pastor,
First Presbyterian Church, Springfield, Illinois

being there
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tual or heart side of the learning equation.” Middler
Hannah Hooks agrees, recalling her experience of
Chapel worship:

One of the first sermons I heard as a junior,
[President] Ted Wardlaw was preaching. There
was a portion of the sermon concerning Dr.
King’s “Letter from a Birmingham Jail.” I
looked around the Chapel and realized how
blessed I was, a black female, to be in this place.
I reflected upon the graciousness and mercy of
God to me, a third-generation slavery child,
blessed to be in this place. I realized that when
this Chapel was built it wasn’t a possibility [for
someone of my race and gender to be here as a
student], but the possibility of a Christian
community that included me had come to this
place at this time. It holds the witness of many
who have gone before, they of the spirit of
God, people who had a hope, a faith, a belief.
When I signed my name at convocation, I
became part of that great cloud of witnesses.

Professor Ellen Babinsky shares this view of the
spiritual nature of the Chapel. In part, her decision to

accept Jack Stotts’s invitation to interview for
the church history position in
1987 was based on opening
Tom Currie’s Austin
Presbyterian Theological
Seminary: A Seventy-fifth
Anniversary History to find a
black and white frontispiece
depicting “the pelican in her
piety.” Seeing that symbol
prominently carved into the
reredos of the Chapel seemed to
be a sign. And although the
image is no less moving to her

Daily chapel was led by a rotation of professors, and the
models for pulpit ministry were learned right there under
the example and tutelage of Stitt, Nelson, McCord,
McLaurin, Gribble, Street, Joekel, Millard, and Citron. They
led the brief service with dignity and seriousness, and
with a demonstrated respect for the Word as the occasion
for every gathering for worship.

The other major function of the Chapel was middler
and senior preaching, and here the imperatives of the
task of ministry were brought home, sometimes painfully.
A cadre of three professors would proceed to publicly dis-
sect and examine every part of the sermon and service,
and sometimes, it seemed, to do the same to the student
himself. Still, it was in that context that we learned much
if not most of what we needed to know to
“be” preachers. Over and over we heard:
• Select a text and stay with it. Use your

library resources to develop and expand
but do not drift from the text. And
remember: the text is addressed to you
as well as your hearers.

• Avoid reading from a manuscript.
• Respect your hearers. Some are more familiar

with scripture than you are. Do not underestimate your
people’s capacity for thinking deeply with you.

• Sit in a pew on a weekday. Imagine a half dozen individ-
uals and their current situation, and how your antici-
pated sermon might touch them—or miss them.

• Be restrained and circumspect in the use of illustra-
tions, especially personal ones. Show them Christ’s
wounds, not yours.

• Leave your Bible open as you preach. It is your source,
actually and symbolically.

• Prepare your pastoral prayer thoughtfully. To some it
will mean more than your sermon.

• In the pulpit, honor the Gospel by your dress as well as
by your decorum: white shirt (top button discreetly
undone to better “open” your throat) and dark suit
unless you wear a Geneva robe.

• Outline by Tuesday, draft by Thursday, final pulpit notes
by Friday.

Such authoritative guidance meant that few of us
would ever feel we were “good” preachers, but we had
been given clear standards.

It is said that a good teacher is with you forever, and
I have discovered that you do not escape them in retire-
ment. Even now upon entering the Chapel, I hear their
familiar, syncopated voices—“That sermon needs more
work, hard work…”

—Jerry R. Tompkins ’55 (retired)



now, her time here has offered
many chances to view and review her own pastoral for-
mation. She says, “Something wonderful happens in
every class, like the day the Mysticism class said they
didn’t want to divide up the readings just because they
were long—they wanted to take on the whole reading.
A few years back, one of my students said it for me, ‘You
know, Ellen, the podium is your pulpit. Everyday we
hear the good news.’”

Ellen and her students understand the connections,
bonds, and affection that are formed in the shared activ-
ity of learning together. Senior student Sabelyn
Pussman remembers her first year, sharing the experi-
ence with others who were also beginning their journey.
The entire class spent “a full year in Room 211 of

McMillan, bonding as juniors. We laughed together.
We cried together. We pulled our hair out together.”
Sabelyn’s fond remembrance is like a diamond—
what was created in that year cannot be broken, and
yet it changes every time we look back at it.
“Students have given up a lot to get here,” says
David Johnson, director of the Seminary’s
Certificate in Spiritual Formation program. He
notes, “What they learn here is a kind of humility.

They really learn—it’s okay to share their hurts, ask
each other to pray for them from time to time, and ask
for forgiveness.” This humility helps to shape a pastoral
heart.

Shelton Chapel and the classrooms are dedicated
spaces for the Word of God to be proclaimed, celebrat-
ed, interpreted, argued, revealed, and recovered. These
spaces are crucibles in which students are heated to
melting point and then poured into the mold God has
ordained and that the Seminary endeavors to prepare.
The other physical structure strongly tied to the Word
is Stitt Library. Middler Chris Johnson says, “I remem-
ber reading Calvin in the stacks and being incredibly
moved. I mean, I was sitting there reading from our tra-
dition about those who had gone before us, and I was
surrounded by all these wonderful old books filled with

This story begins on a couch. The couch (as best I
remember), was in one of the upstairs apartments
across Waller Creek—what we used to call the “old-
news.” Patricia McClurg, Patricia Gladney Holland,
Charie Bowman Reid, and I began Austin Seminary in
September 1965. We were single women students. We
lived in the two upstairs apartments in the building
nearest the creek, apartments that up to this time
had been occupied by married students. But in the fall
of 1965 things had begun to change. Women were at
Austin Seminary preparing for ministry—ordained
ministry—as Ministers of Word and Sacrament.

About two years after our arrival at Austin
Seminary, we began one evening to remember, to
recall, to line out in a chronological way some of the
things that had happened to us. The details are not so
important as is the memory of that time of sharing,
the sharing that took place as we sat on and around
that couch.

The four of us plus Judy Record Fletcher, who
began seminary in 1966, have had two recent
reunions. Each of us is ordained and has served the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) in a variety of ways.
When we have been together in recent years, we have
continued to recall and to remember—and sometimes
we have actually sat on a couch.

In the spring of 2004, I left a ministry
of sixteen years with a particular congrega-
tion. In many of my “last visits,” memories
were shared and events declared as impor-
tant. I was reminded of that time on the
couch that has now become a kind of model
for me of the importance of keeping our
common stories alive.

There are many biblical models for remembering,
so we stand in a long line with our faith ancestors,
marveling at the ways in which God guides and moves
us along (Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Joshua 4:6b-7 are only
two examples).

It is certainly possible that I would have learned
the importance of remembering a common story with-
out the storytelling that took place on a couch in an
apartment at Austin Seminary. But when I remember
the couch, I know I am remembering something impor-
tant.

—Elizabeth Johnson Pense ’69
Interim Pastor of the Ridglea Presbyterian Church,
Fort Worth,Texas, and Stated Clerk, Synod of the Sun

being there
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A vivid memory I carry is the contrast between the
large, overstuffed leather chairs in the reading room
of the library and the iron frame chairs in the living
room of our seminary apartment.

Sitting in the former while attempting to read
Volume III of Barth's Dogmatics would provide only
about ten minutes of reading time and then a twenty-
minute nap. The latter chair, with its sharp-edged
metal arm rests, guaranteed a bit more reading time
thanks to the pain induced in my elbows and fore-
arms.

I am quite sure that John Smiley, the seminary
business manager, bought those chairs for their inde-
structible qualities. But they contributed, however
slightly, to my ability to absorb a bit more of Barth
(not to mention Brunner) than did those soft, wel-
coming (enveloping!) leather wombs
in the library reading room.

—Mike Murray ’61 (retired)

their memories.” Chris feels strongly called to
youth ministry. Part of his formation at Austin
Seminary involves locating the motivations and
practices of the evangelistic enterprise. In that vein,
he notes, “There’s this Presbyterian journal from
the 1800s we have in the library—I think the old-
est was, like, 1814—and I discovered that in every
issue they published the number of souls that
accepted Christ around the country in Presbyterian
revivals. It was so completely related to what we are
training to do here.”

What we are doing here at Austin Seminary is at
least two-fold. Part of the mission of Austin Presbyter-
ian Theological Seminary is to prepare pastoral theolo-
gians for their role as proclaimers and teachers of the
gospel—a rigorous forming of the theological mind. It
is also the mission of the Seminary to provide an envi-
ronment in which the pastoral heart may be nurtured.
This is why all plans for the future include significantly
more student housing on campus. It would in many
ways be easier to envision a commuter campus that
served a thousand students rather than a residential
campus always at odds with its physical limitations.
Senior Andrew Parnell’s words illustrate the virtue of the
Seminary’s commitment to a residential campus.
Andrew is in his fourth year in the dorm after serving a
year-long internship at Austin’s University Presbyterian
Church. Referring to dorm life, he says:

It’s life in a bottle at its best and at its worst. It
gives us an opportunity to practice real, per-
sonal ministry daily, because we have to share
the same space. It’s good experience in practical
ministry outside the classroom. We’re living
with people who have lost family and friends,
people who are starting relationships, who are
in the middle of relationships, who are at the
end of relationships. Anything that happens to
anybody in the dorm happens to someone else
because we really are living in community. And
that’s both good and bad. I would argue that
Currie Hall is sacred space just for the oppor-
tunity that we have to practice Acts 2:42 [‘They
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and
the prayers’]. We’ve cooked for each other in
the kitchen when Stotts Hall was closed; in the
lounge we’ve had prayer gatherings as well as
Red River Shootout watching parties; we’ve
had Christmas sing-a-longs in Hungarian [with
one of the ecumenical students].

A loner. I’d been mostly a loner. But I
arrived at Austin Seminary at night in
the driving rain of Hurricane Carla

(1961), and all that began to change. My assigned
roommate in the “Single Men’s Dorm” was Charlie
Hendricks. I did not actually see Charlie until the
next morning due to the storm-caused blackout.
Nevertheless, he welcomed me with laughter about
what a way we picked to begin our seminary careers.
In the next days, Charlie and several of his friends
simply decided that I belonged with them. So I did. I
belonged, and that was something that had not hap-
pened to me since I left home for college. That belong-
ing served as background and cushion for all the
learnings in the curriculum and it served as experi-
ential learning about the nature of the church.

—Bill Hedrick ’65 (retired)

WINDOWS / Winter 2004
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being there

I was home in Houston on leave from the service, and
Beth and I decided, on the spur of the moment, that it
would be a good time to visit Austin Seminary. We drove
up one morning, walked into the Trull Building, and
were greeted by a secretary, Ida Forbes. I explained that
I was considering coming to seminary after I left active
duty. It hadn’t occurred to either Beth or me that we
should call ahead and make an appointment to talk
about what would be involved in applying to the
seminary. Ida introduced us to a man named Prescott
Williams who seemed to have all the time in the world
and said he would be happy to take us on a tour of the
campus. He inquired in the business office to get a key
to Dr. E. T. Thompson’s apartment in the New News—
Dr. Thompson was gone for the summer—so that he
could show us something like where we would live when
we came to Austin.

We toured the campus: the Chapel, the library, the
McMillan building, Lubbock Hall, the men’s dorm, and
the married student housing. Behind the men’s dorm,
Dr. Williams (who turned out to be the Dean of the
Faculty) pointed out a yard containing stacks of brick.
“Our business manager, John Smiley, is known as the
man who buys brick, and this is where he keeps it.” He
told us that the brick used in the buildings on the hill,
at least in the Chapel and the library, was no longer
made. Whenever Mr. Smiley would be driving around the
older parts of Austin and would notice a building
containing the same kind of brick being torn down, he
would buy the brick for whatever future needs Austin
Seminary would have. It would be important to plan
ahead so that future buildings could match what was
already there.

Sometime in the mid-seventies, several years after
Mr. Smiley’s retirement, the library was doubled in size.
When that happened, all of the brick matched perfectly.
Through the seventies and eighties a lot of building was
done, and I would guess that there is no longer a brick
yard behind what is now called Currie Hall.

What I learned about life in the Austin Seminary
community was that there was always somebody ready
to talk about living out a call to ministry, that even the
Dean was not too busy to take a prospective student
and his wife on a tour of the campus, and that there
was somebody in the organization who was planning
for the future. And I learned all that on the
first visit, before I even enrolled.

—Thomas H. Schmid ’71, Pastor,
The Falls Church Presbyterian Church,
Falls Church, Virginia 

The closeness of the dorm is in
large part due to the close quarters of its residents;
bonds are shaped by the spaces and the people who
inhabit them. Each junior class experiences much the
same as they pack into the largest classroom together
each day for a year. For Sabelyn Pussman, that closeness
was key in the decision to move into campus housing at
the beginning of her second year. “Once we moved on
campus the community aspect was really different. It
was so much closer. And the community dinners…
sometimes we just announce that we’re getting together
and everybody pitches in to make a potluck dinner out-
side in between the houses. That’s some of the best fel-
lowship we’ve had.” Her husband, David, himself an
MDiv student, agrees, “Yes, things were really different
when we moved on campus. Someone said to me, ‘Feel
free to discipline my child.’ When somebody tells you
that, you know you are home.” Kimberly Merrill, MDiv
senior and mother of five (four of whom she and her
husband, Paul, home school) says about living on cam-
pus: the best part is “sitting in our backyard and sitting
with others. People share their struggle, share the cheap
places to get a family meal!”

Brenda Leischner spent three years here as a semi-
nary spouse while her husband, Rob, took his degree.
Now the Leischners are back with their roles
reversed. Brenda was eager to return in part
because the community offers so much in the
way of shared journeys. “Right now I have an
idea of what I want to do, but I may take a
class and fall in love with something else.” Her
openness to the unexpected is encouraged by
the neighborhood feel of student housing. “I
can step out on my back porch and someone
will say, ‘Hey, what did you think of class
today?’”

“Hey, what did you think of class today?”
You can hear it on your back porch. You can hear
it on the sidewalks. You can hear it on the beau-
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From the home office in Bonham, Texas, here are the
Top Ten Things that I learned during seminary:

10. Just do it. Purple bicycles can be mounted on
shelves in the Library after they have been guarded in
an undisclosed location for a period of time. They can
also be commandeered by other seminarians in the
wink of an eye, so never turn your back! 

9. Keep in touch with the friends you make in
seminary. They are the only ones who will ever
understand what it was you went through—and
they’ll be your friends for life. Also, don’t make too
many enemies; they are guaranteed to wind up in your
presbytery! 

8. Faculty and staff will come to a cat’s birthday
party—if they get to play “Pin the Tail On Garfield.”

7. Listen well to everyone. What Ida Forbes
had to say was usually worth hearing. Same
goes for Willie and Lynette in the Refectory.

6. It’s about more than just scholarship. The
real reason Ellen Babinsky was called to
Austin Seminary is that she tells good jokes.
Just ask her! 

5. Ask forgiveness rather than permission. No
one told us we weren’t supposed to have a faculty
roast or a Senior Prom —so we did! 

4. Never, ever, leave your dorm room unlocked while
you’re away for the weekend. Especially if the person
next door does the same thing. Every item in the two
rooms can and will be switched out by your “friends!”

3. Hang together rather than hang separately. That
goes for everything from learning Hebrew and Greek
to moderating Session meetings.

2. A good laugh and a good adventure will sustain you
in those times when the going is a bit rougher. Indulge
in many of both.

1. Study hard, but not so hard that you miss out on
the asides in class. The things I learned from my
professors came more from the “marginalia” than
formal class lectures. Frequently I hear Andy Dearman
saying “That’ll preach,” Dr. Paul saying “There isn’t a
sin in the world that the church didn’t teach it,” and
Prescott Williams saying “My ways are not Yahweh’s.”
My congregations have heard these things too. The
faculty at APTS shaped and formed me in ways which
they may never know, and for their faith and tenacity
I will always be grateful.

—Sallie Sampsell Watson ’87, Pastor,
First Presbyterian Church, Bonham, Texas

tifully kept lawns. (As multi-decade Austin Seminary
Professor Prescott Williams says, “It’s not just a space
between buildings,” the sidewalks and lawns are both
transition and destination for the community.) You can
hear it in the halls of the dormitory. You can hear it in
the student lounge.

You can hear it in McCord Community Center,
itself a microcosm of the campus—with rooms for
study and worship, offices, housing, classrooms, and the
largest gathering space, Stotts Fellowship Hall, dedicat-
ed in living memory to President Emeritus Jack Stotts
and his wife, Virginia. “When I think about relation-
ships, I think about Stotts Hall,” says Whitney Turk.
“It’s there where we talk and share table fellowship. It’s
even prayerful whether we’re talking about theology or
baseball or whatever. It’s a time of unintentional per-
sonal development.” 

Middler Kevin Downer has also been surprised
by grace and fellowship expressed in the McCord
building. In the spring of 2004, two apparently
disparate student groups, “Acts 2:42” (there it is
again) and the newly formed “Corpus Christi,”
reached out to each other in the spirit of peace-
making and mutual curiosity to share a Bible
study in McCord Room 201. Acts 2:42 has had
several names over the years, but has continually drawn
students with an evangelical commitment to the
church; the new name reflected an attempt to be open
to a larger segment of the student body. Corpus Christi
was formed in the fall of 2003 with the expressed pur-
pose of promoting dialogue about issues which are divi-
sive in the church. Students drawn to this group are
committed to social justice causes. The curriculum for
the study, Hand-In-Hand Discovery Kit: Doing
Evangelism and Doing Justice, came from the



It’s Thursday. One of my days to come to the Seminary.
The trek from McCord Center to the Stitt Library has left

me winded. Right now I’m sitting on one of the two
curved cement benches by the front steps. When I first
came to Austin we had classes on the third floor and in
the basement. The library was smaller, we had fewer stu-
dents and fewer books. Bounding up and down the stairs
was no problem.

I’m catching my breath and the autumn sun has decided to
warm my back as I sit. It feels good. A gentle wind bends
the nearby bushes.

My friend and I have just lunched at McCord Center and
visited as we ate our homemade sandwiches. Today I
tried to tell my friend what he had missed by not watch-
ing the third and final presidential debate. He preferred
to remark on the contributions of the late Jacques
Derrida.

The Chapel, the green lawn that surrounds everything, the
black oaks, the proximate Currie and McCord buildings
greet my eyes. The lush grass used to surround Sampson
Hall and Lubbock Hall and touch upon old Whitis House.

Years past, when our student body struggled against the
tsunami of reading assignments, papers, tests, and proj-
ects, I wished I had the time to assimilate all I was tak-
ing in. I wanted freedom from pressure. I longed to
browse and muse and a chance to follow-up more selec-
tively on what attracted my interest.

This campus. Oh yes. This campus.
It has nothing to do with entertainment or marketing,

thank goodness.
It’s not the exercise place I go to three days a week.
It’s not a church with responsibilities.
It’s no longer a seminary directing me through courses.
Nowadays Seminary is like a special island.
Its resources invite me to indulge any interest at

a leisurely pace.
The long tables will accommodate all

opened books at one time.
To prepare for a Sunday school class

there’s a carrel.
To develop a lesson plan there’s the com-

puter room.
The Chapel stands by for special times of

prayer.
Austin Seminary feels strong and accepting, warm and

encouraging.
It still has room for me in these low intensity years.
I have over a half-century of catching up to do.
Catching up with myself and catching my breath.
I love it.

—Bill Van Auken ’55, ’72, ’83 (retired)
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being there

PC(USA). Kevin says, “I think that we all really grew in
what it means to be Christian in community, to have
dialogue about things where we really differ, and to find
those things that bind us together in Christian commu-
nity. It was a matter of ‘here, you might be interested in
this [studying justice and evangelism together],’ and it
turned out to be something else entirely. It was a huge
experience because it was about being present and being
who you are.”

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary is a place
to be present and to become present, to be who you are
and to be who you are becoming through moments of
unintentional personal development. The buildings and
the spaces in between are much more than bricks and
stones and grass and lovely live oaks, they are sacred
spaces dedicated to the formation and transformation of
servants, of pastors, of chaplains, of teachers, of leaders
in the church and in the community. What will it look
like to Whitney or Kevin or Andrew or Hannah in five
years or ten? Will it affect how each approaches min-
istry? The Seminary cannot teach that lesson or answer
that question, but its commitment to a residential cam-
pus continues to make such questions possible. ▲

Thanks to the Austin Seminary alumni/ae who wrote
about the people and places that influenced their prepara-
tion for ministry. If you have a story to tell, our web site
always has room for more:

http://www.austinseminary.edu/news/beingthere.htm



Ambassador Forum
on October 25
Former PC(USA) Moderator and
raconteur Marj Carpenter kept Austin
Seminary Ambassadors in stitches and
filled them with Presbyterian pride
over lunch in the McCord
Community Center. The luncheon was
part of a day-long schedule of events to
prepare these supporters for their new
roles as representatives of the Seminary.
Also on the agenda were an address by
the president and dean, lecture from
Professor Dave Jensen, a student panel,
and worship in Shelton Chapel.
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Plans for a new generation of stu-
dent housing at Austin

Seminary are in the works, coincid-
ing with a surge in applications and
the matriculation this year and last
year of two of the largest entering
classes in the
Seminary’s history.
This fall’s junior
class of seventy-
three master’s
degree seekers is the
largest among the
eleven Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)
seminaries except
for Princeton.

Austin
Seminary’s long-
range plan calls for
the Seminary to
grow—student
body, faculty, facili-
ties, and endow-
ments—by about one-third to bet-
ter serve the church and to function
more effectively. Along with the
plans to grow, Austin Seminary
remains committed to the kind of
residential community that empha-
sizes and enables not just the

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

imparting of information, but the
formation of pastors. That means
accommodating about fifty addi-
tional degree-seeking master’s-level
students, a majority of whom will
live on campus.

Austin Seminary’s land-locked
twelve-acre campus currently has
112 student housing units, includ-
ing twenty-nine dormitory-style
rooms in Currie Hall and thirty-
seven apartment units several
blocks from campus. A new twen-

ty-year projection by architects
from O’Connell Robertson shows
student housing consolidated on
the Seminary property just north of
Waller Creek, which runs through
the heart of campus. The plans call
for three- or four-story apartment-
style buildings with courtyards and
balconies. Creative use of space
increases density while pedestrian
walkways and convenient under-
ground and surface parking retain
the park-like feel of the campus.

The first phase of the revised
housing plan, estimated to cost
$8.4 million, will realize a net gain
of approximately twenty-three units
and is included among the remain-
ing unfunded priorities in the
Centennial Campaign, scheduled to
conclude on December 30, 2005.

A time of Thanksgiving
Thanks to the efforts of devoted
volunteers and the generosity of
alumni/ae, the 2004 Phonathon
exceeded last year’s pledges. With
commitments still rolling in, we
have received pledges totaling
$88,029, a 15% increase over last
year. We deeply appreciate all of
those who remember and support
our service to Christ’s church. 

Housing among final priorities
for Centennial Campaign

The architects’ rendering shows elements of Stitt Library, Shelton
Chapel, and the McCord Center in the new student housing.



Bacon and
Eggsegesis?
Britta Martin and Paul
Andresen share a moment
of levity before continuing
the Presbyterian
Ordination Exams.
President Wardlaw and
Vocation and Placement
Officer John Evans hosted
a breakfast for students
taking the Ords in
September.

Jeremy Pippin is the Seminary’s
new web editor, managing the
Seminary and College of Pastoral
Leaders web sites and the commu-
nity portal. New to Austin from
Hawaii, Jeremy provides free web
hosting and design services for
artistic and charitable organizations. 

�

Mona Eagle retired after twenty-
five years of service at the David
and Jane Stitt Library. She began as
the library secretary, and when she
retired in October, she was coordi-
nator of acquisitions. She and her
husband, Matthew Dane, are the
proud parents of a baby boy, James
Matthew Dane, born October 12.

�

Sara Files Currie died on October
23. Her husband, Stuart Currie
(MDiv’45), was a beloved professor
of New Testament languages and
exegesis at Austin Seminary from
1961-1975, and Sara was a great
friend of the institution. She is sur-
vived by four children, including
Helen Currie Foster, wife of Vice
President for Business Affairs Larry
Foster. Other members of the
Seminary community include Sara’s
neice, Elizabeth Currie Williams,
chair of the Board of Trustees, and
nephew James S. Currie
(MDiv’79, ThM’89), director of
the Seminary’s Houston Extension
Program. The memorial service was
held on October 29 at University
Presbyterian Church, Austin. The
family has requested that memorial
contributions be made to the Stuart
and Sara Currie General
Endowment at Austin Seminary.

Ruth Marie Metcalfe, Austin
Seminary dietician from 1974-
1993, died on April 30, 2004. Her
husband, Kenneth, was in charge
of maintenance for married student
housing from 1974-1985.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Board adopts long-range
plan, promotes Rigby

At its fall meeting, the Austin
Seminary Board of Trustees

adopted the “Ten-Year Vision for
Development” of the long-range
Planning Committee which
addresses its commitment to stu-
dent learning and the quality of
academic preparation; growing the
faculty and the student body; and
increasing and enhancing student
housing and information technolo-
gy resources.

The board made the following
academic announcements: Cynthia
L. Rigby, W. C. Brown Associate
Professor of Theology, was promot-
ed to the rank of full professor,
effective July 1, 2005. Rigby joined
the faculty  in 1995 and was
named to the W. C. Brown Chair
in 2002. The editor of Insights, the
Faculty Journal of Austin Seminary,
Rigby is co-editor of Blessed One:
Protestant Perspectives on Mary
(Westminster John Knox Press,
2002). 

The board also approved study
leave for Timothy D. Lincoln,
director of seminary assessment
and library services, and approved
the creation of two part-time asso-
ciate dean positions in the Office
of the Academic Dean. 

TRANSITIONS

Regina Aiyar is the new library
clerk for the David and Jane Stitt
Library. Originally from Kansas,
Regina has a Master of Information
and Library Science degree from
Emporia State University. She and
her husband, Raj, have two sons.

Galynn Borges began in March as
the administrative assistant to the
Offices of the Doctor of Ministry
program and the College of
Pastoral Leaders. Prior to coming to
the Seminary, she worked at
Hospice Austin. Galynn and her
husband, Walt, have two daughters. 

Shannon LaDuke joined the
Office of Communications in
September as the associate for pub-
lic relations, coordinating Seminary
publicity and media relations. She
moved to Austin from Rhode
Island, and brings with her experi-
ence from the high-tech industry, a
political campaign, and as a news-
paper reporter.

Jackie Long joined us in October
as the new operations assistant at
the McCord Community Center
reception desk. Originally from
Michigan, Jackie has more than
twenty years of experience in
administration, and is the co-owner
of a photography business. 
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This fall brought one of the
largest classes ever to Austin

Seminary’s campus. Sixty-five new
students have enrolled in the
Master of Divinity program and
seven in the Master of Arts in
Theological Studies program. Also
taking classes in the fall semester
are twenty-five non-degree students
in Austin and twenty in the
Houston Extension program. One
African student, through an
exchange with Juste Mwale
Theological College in Lusaka,
Zambia, joins the incoming class as
an Ecumenical Student. 

For the third year in a row, the
entering master’s degree student
class is larger than the previous
year, with significant denomina-
tional and geographic diversity.
Fifty-one students, or 77% of the
new Master of Divinity students,
are members of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) from eleven syn-
ods and twenty-six presbyteries. Ten
other denominations, including
United Methodist, Baptist, Church
of God, Disciples of Christ,
Lutheran, and Pentecostal, are rep-
resented. The average age of stu-
dents in the incoming class is 38;
more than one-third are under the
age of 30.

With the course “Matthew
(Advanced Exegesis),” Monya
Stubbs began her teaching career at
Austin Seminary this fall. The
newest member of the Biblical
Department, Stubbs is a doctoral
candidate from Vanderbilt
University.

The fall semester began offi-
cially with an Opening
Convocation Service on Tuesday,
September 7. Associate Professor of
Old Testament Kathryn Roberts
delivered the Convocation Address,
“Shall We Gather at the River?
Worship as Narrative and Narrative
as Worship,” (text available at

http://www.austinseminary.edu/add
resses.html). That evening, incom-
ing students gathered with the rest
of the community for a Fall
Banquet followed by worship in
Shelton Chapel. The service of
worship included a sermon by
President Theodore J. Wardlaw,
celebration of the Lord’s Supper,
and the ritual Signing of the
Declaration of Intent, a tradition
dating back to Austin Seminary’s
earliest years in which students
pledge to be responsible members
of the Seminary community. A
commissioning of new faculty and
staff took place at the same service.

Trend toward larger class size continues in 2004

…and more on the way! Discovery Weekend, October 29-31,
brought more than thirty prospective students for a weekend of information,
conversation, and exploration of call. A Gospel brunch at the President’s
Manse started the day’s activities on Saturday.

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Latina theologian
delivers 2004 
Settles Lectures

Iwant to share with you a story—a
story about a mission’s border-

lands,” began Austin
Seminary’s 2004
Settles Lecturer,
Daisy Machado.
The story Machado
told was of the reli-
gious, geographic,
and cultural borders that existed in
Puerto Rico before and after El
Gran Avivamiento (The Great
Revival) del 1933 and of the trans-
formation of the spirituality and
culture of the Puerto Rican people
through the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) missions. The
two lectures took place on
September 30, 2004. 

The Seminary’s oldest endowed
lectures, the Settles Lectures in
Mission and Evangelism were estab-
lished in 1947 by Mrs. W. R. Settles
of Big Spring, Texas. Daisy
Machado is an associate professor of
church history and Latino church
studies at Brite Divinity School at
Texas Christian University. She was
the first Latina Protestant in the
United States to complete a doctor-
ate in any field in theology, and in
1981 became the first Latina in the
United States to be ordained as a
minister. 

In 1999, Machado received a
distinguished alumni award from
Brooklyn College; Hispanic Business
Magazine named her to the list of
the “100 Most Influential Hispanics
in the United States” in 2003. She
has written Borders and Margins:
Hispanic Disciples in the Southwest,
1888-1942 (Oxford University
Press, 2003) and A Reader in Latina
Feminist Theology: Religion and
Justice (UT Press, 2002).

COMMUNITY NEWS

CAMPUS NOTES

A President’s Colloquium on the topic, “The Politics of Prophecy: Can we
speak prophetically without being overly divisive?” was held on September 29,
featuring presentations by Professors Whit Bodman, assistant professor of
world religion, and Kathryn Roberts, associate professor of Old Testament.
The President’s Colloquia–with worship, presentations, discussion, and a
reception—are designed as an opportunity for the Seminary community to
engage in spirited, civil debate and theological reflection over an issue of
importance and controversy with a view toward modeling how such an issue
might be discussed in congregations.

Hazzan Neil Blumofe, cantor of Congregation Agudas Achim in Austin,
preached and led worship in Shelton Chapel on October 28, 2004.

Francisco Lozada Jr. presented the lecture, “Textures of Latino/a Biblical
Criticism: Its Current Status,” to the MATS Colloquium on November 8. He
is associate professor of religious studies, the Thomas A. French Chair in
Religious Studies, and the Chair of the Department of Religious Studies at the
University of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas. The former presi-
dent of the Academy of Catholic Theologians of the United States, he is cur-
rently co-chair of the Johannine Literature Section and a member of the
Program Committee of the Society of Biblical Literature (SBL). 

The Reverend Thomas L. Are Jr. preached in Shelton Chapel
on November 11. Are is senior pastor at Village Presbyterian
Church, Prairie Village, Kansas, one of the largest Presbyterian
churches in the country.

David Fergusson, will speak in Chapel on November 18. He is professor and
head of the School of Divinity, New College, University of
Edinburgh, Scotland; previously, he held the Chair of
Systematic Theology at the University of Aberdeen. Some of
Fergusson’s publications include Bultmann (re-issued by
Continuum, 2000) and John Macmurray: Critical Perspectives,
co-edited with Nigel Dower, (Peter Lang, 2002).

Travel seminars to Turkey and India are scheduled for January 2005. Arun W.
Jones, assistant professor of mission and evangelism, and Whitney S.
Bodman will lead a nine-day trip to India. According to Jones, the group of
nineteen will visit “holy sites of the main religious traditions present in
India—Hinduism, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism, Jainism, and Christianity—
and study the Indian view of a secular state, the possibilities and limits of
political and religious pluralism, and the particular forms of Christianity in its
Indian context.” This is the first time the Seminary has sponsored a trip to
India. Lewis R. Donelson, the Ruth A. Campbell Professor of New
Testament Studies, will lead twenty-five students through Turkey studying
“The Pauline Mission.” Professors Ismael García and Monya Stubbs will
join students and other participants on the tours. Each master’s-level student
at Austin Seminary is entitled to take part in a cross-cultural experience, sub-
sidized through the Elma Gunther Scholarship for International Study.
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Allan Hugh Cole Jr., assistant pro-
fessor of pastoral care, participated
in the Association of Theological
Schools conference, “A Roundtable
Seminar for Newly Appointed
Faculty in Theological Education,”
in Pittsburgh; provided a pre-pub-
lication review of Faith, Medicine,
and Science: A Festschrift in Honor
of Dr. David B. Larson, (Haworth
Press, edited by Jeff Levin and
Harold G. Koenig); and reviewed
Healing Violent Men: A Model for
Christian Communities by David J.
Livingston for the journal
Interpretation.

Stanley Robertson Hall, associate
professor of liturgics, convened the
Sacraments Study Group of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) at
Austin Seminary in September. The
group will report to the General
Assembly in 2006 regarding
sacramental worship in
congregations. Hall continues to
work as a liturgical consultant for
churches renovating facilities or
building new space for worship,
most recently for San Gabriel
Presbyterian Church near
Georgetown, Texas. He has served
this year as an outside reader and
consultant for two Presbyterian
doctoral students in liturgics.

Michael Jinkins, academic dean
and professor of pastoral theology,
was a visiting lecturer in theology
at Regent College in Vancouver,

FACULTY NEWS
British Columbia; was the keynote
speaker at the Small Church Pastor
Conference at MoRanch; and led
workshops at the Western National
Presbyterian Leadership Training in
Jackson Hole, Wyoming, with
David Jensen, associate professor
of constructive theology.

Timothy Lincoln, director of sem-
inary assessment and library servic-
es, preached regularly at Peace
Lutheran Church during July and
August.

Cynthia L. Rigby, W. C. Brown
Associate Professor of Theology,
was the keynote speaker for the
“Transformation Conference,”
sponsored by the Synod of the
Lakes and Prairies in Minneapolis /
St. Paul and Giddings-Lovejoy
Presbytery. Rigby is the Continuing
Resource Theologian (Central
U.S.) for the Center of Theological
Inquiry in Princeton. As part of
this position, she will work
throughout the year with fifteen
pastors on the doctrine of
soteriology (salvation). 

This fall Louis Zbinden, the
Zbinden Professor of Pastoral
Ministry and Leadership, delivered
the “Governor for a Day”
invocation for Senator Jeff
Wentworth at the Texas Capitol.
He also led weekend events at Laity
Lodge for Trinity Baptist and New
Braunfels Presbyterian Churches;
preached at the Valero Texas Open
at La Cantera and at Covenant
Presbyterian Church, Austin; and
gave officer training and
stewardship sermons at South
Highland Presbyterian Church,
Birmingham, Alabama, and First
Presbyterian Church, Georgetown,
Texas.

Painting of Seminary’s
first librarian unveiled

Dr. Stewart W. Dyess presented a
portrait of his late wife, Dessie
Mae Votaw Dyess, to the Seminary
on October 20. Votaw was the
Seminary’s first professional librari-
an, serving from 1945 to 1954. On
hand to make the gift were her son
and daughter-in-law, George and
Susan Dyess, and family friend Dr.
Mary McBride. 

The library space in which
Votaw first labored was housed in
the basement of the administration
building. “It was cramped, small,
hard to keep clean, and hot,”
explained Dyess. “There were
about 19,000 volumes there, facing
deterioration because of those con-
ditions.” Votaw was indefatigable
in her efforts toward construction
of a new library building with a
temperature control system;
indeed, the new library, built in
1950, was one of the first buildings
at the Seminary to have air condi-
tioning. 

President Wardlaw expressed
his appreciation to the Dyess fami-
ly, honoring Votaw’s contribution
to the growth and development of
Austin Seminary.

Stewart Dyess presents Tim Lincoln with
a portrait of his late wife, Dessie Mae.

The Dean’s Bookshelf will return in the next issue of Windows.



16

MidWinter Lectures, featuring
Joseph L. Roberts, E. Eliza-

beth Johnson, Jane Shaw, and Gor-
don Mikoski, will be held at Austin
Presbyterian Theological Seminary
from January 31 to February 2,
2005. The lectures began fifty-six
years ago and have served as an
opportunity for educational and
spiritual sustenance ever since. 

The MidWinter Lectures
Preacher is the Reverend Dr.
Joseph L. Roberts,
for twenty-nine
years the pastor of
historic Ebenezer
Baptist Church in
Atlanta, Georgia. He
will lead worship on
Monday and Tuesday evenings.
Roberts received an MDiv from
Union Theological Seminary and a
ThM from Princeton Theological
Seminary. He served as pastor of
Weequahic Presbyterian Church
and Elmwood United Presbyterian
Church, both in New Jersey.
Among the many honors Roberts
has received, he was named an out-
standing clergy person by Ebony
Magazine. 

The 2005 Thomas White Cur-
rie Lectures will be delivered by the

Reverend Dr. E.
Elizabeth Johnson,
the J. Davidson
Philips Professor of
New Testament at
Columbia Theologi-
cal Seminary in

Decatur, Georgia. The lectures,
“Life Together in the Household of
God,” will explore early Christiani-
ty with respect to the prevailing
culture as well as themes of diversi-
ty in scripture. Johnson received a
BGS from Ohio University, and an
MDiv and PhD from Princeton

Theological Seminary. Some of her
recent publications include 1 and 2
Thessalonians, (forthcoming from
Westminster John Knox), “Who Is
My Mother? Family Values in the
Gospel of Mark” in Blessed One:
Protestant Perspectives on Mary,
(Westminster John Knox, 2002),
“Apocalyptic Family Values” in
Interpretation, (2002), and “Colos-
sians” in Harper’s Bible
Commentary, (Harper & Row,
2000). 

The Reverend Dr. Jane Shaw
will give the 2005 E. C. Westervelt
Lectures. She is fellow, dean of
divinity, and chaplain
at New College, Uni-
versity of Oxford.
Her lectures, “Reli-
gion Outside Reli-
gion: A Missiological
Challenge,” will briefly map out a
sociological analysis of “believing
without belonging” and then turn
to what Shaw calls “religion outside
religion,” tracing the historical
roots of this phenomenon. In her
second lecture, she will use these
sociological and historical analyses
to ask how this missiological chal-
lenge in the twenty-first century
can be met. An
Anglican priest and
historian, Shaw
received an MDiv
from Harvard Divin-
ity School and a
PhD in history from
the University of
California, Berkeley.
She has recently
completed Miracles
in Enlightenment
England, (forthcom-
ing from Yale Uni-
versity Press) and co-
edited The Call for

Women Bishops, (SPCK, 2004). She
is now writing the story of a twen-
tieth-century English millenarian
community and its founder.

The 2005 Robert F. Jones Lec-
turer in Christian Education is the

Reverend Gordon
Mikoski, an instruc-
tor in Christian edu-
cation at Princeton
Theological Semi-
nary. His lectures,
“The Teaching Min-

istry for Today’s Church: On the
Relationship of Baptism, Trinity,
and Pedagogy,” will examine Chris-
tian education for the contempo-
rary church and society in reference
to the doctrine of the Trinity.
Mikoski is an ordained minister in
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
He is completing his dissertation at
Emory University on the ways in
which Gregory of Nyssa and John
Calvin understood the relationship
of baptism, trinity, and ecclesial
pedagogy.

A popular addition to the 2004
MidWinter Lectures, the coffee
house returns on Tuesday evening
with Austin musical trio Texana
Dames. Reunion events will be
held throughout the week for

Austin Seminary alum-
ni/ae, classes of 1955,
1965, 1995, 2000,
and 2002. The Austin
Seminary Association
(ASA) Banquet and
Annual Meeting will
take place at the con-
clusion of lectures,
Wednesday, February
2. Reservations are
required; contact Geor-
gia Smith at 512-472-
6736; alum@austin-
seminary.edu.

2005 MidWinter Lectures January 31-February 2
ALUMNI/AE NEWS



CLASS NOTES

1950s
C. Keith Wright (MDiv’56) has
written a second book, The Hell
Jesus Never Intended, published this
fall by Northstone Publishers.

1960s
W. Eugene March (MDiv’60) was
named editorial consultant for
Geneva Press, an imprint of the
Presbyterian Publishing
Corporation.

Gordon Clanton (MDiv’67)
received the 2004 Outstanding
Faculty Award in the Department
of Sociology at San Diego State
University.

1980s
James Dunlap (MDiv’82) has been
appointed group coordinator of
Spiritual Services for three of the
nine hospitals of Resurrection
Healthcare, the largest Catholic
healthcare provider in Chicago.

ALUMNI/AE NEWS

you@who.com?
Please visit the alumni/ae
page of austinseminary.edu
to provide / update your
email address.

NECROLOGY
John C. “Jim”
Johnson (MDiv’33)
Georgetown, Texas,
June 23, 2004

John J. Marse
(MDiv’41) Austin, Texas, April
11, 2004

Harold G. Odum (MDiv’51)
Horseshoe Bay, Texas, August 26

Daniel J. Marek (MDiv’55)
Taylor, Texas, May 2004

Arthur E. Graf (ThM’58)
Lubbock, Texas, February 2004

H. Ronald Turnbow (MDiv’65)
Fort Myers, Florida, May 2004

Donald C. Cameron
(MDiv’77), Sioux City, Iowa,
March 9, 2004

Charles R. Fisher (MDiv’78)
Colorado City, Texas, May 10,
2004

Patricia K. Tull (MDiv’85) gave
the 2004 convocation address at
Louisville Seminary.

Alice Strickler, wife of George
Strickler (MDiv’86), died on
August 7, 2004.

Dawn Allen-Herron (MDiv’89)
ran for House District 1 in
Ketchikan, Alaska.

Robert W. Morrison (DMin’89)
and Cornerstone Presbyterian
Church, Jackson, New Jersey,
received a Helen Walton Award as
one of three outstanding new
church developments in America.

1990s
Charles L. “Chuck” Miller
(MDiv’91) is the moderator of
Mission Presbytery.

This summer David Gambrell
(MDiv’98) resigned from his posi-
tion as Austin Seminary’s creative
director and associate editor of
Windows to enroll in the doctoral

WELCOME…
To Laura Team Taylor, daughter of Lisa Team and Brian J. Taylor
(MDiv’88), born June 14, 2004.

To Hannah Blair Paine, daughter of Lesley B. (MDiv’97) and Tom Paine
(MDiv’98), born May 10, 2004.

To Miriam Elizabeth Gambrell, daughter of Sara and David Gambrell
(MDiv’98), born June 27, 2004.

To Jacob Matthew Nieman, son of Jennifer and Matthew R. Nieman
(MDiv’99), born July 6, 2004.

To Katie Elizabeth Grace Reed, daughter of Cathy L. (MDiv’99) and Ray
L. Reed (MDiv’99).

To Marguerite Grace Odom, daughter of Denise L. (MDiv ’99) and
Andrew S. Odom (MDiv ’01), born November 2, 2004

To Hannah Marie Puntigam, daughter of Christina P. (MDiv’02) and
Joel T. Puntigam (MDiv’02), born August 30, 2004.

To Claire Annabelle Teague, daughter of Jana and Jason Teague
(MDiv’02), born November 4, 2004

To Sydney Turpin Hunt, daughter of Glen and Dorothy T. “Dolly”
Hunt (MDiv’03), born October 15, 2004.

program in liturgics at Garrett-
Evangelical Theological Seminary.

2000s
Christine O’Reilly (DMin’03)
married Jesse Whitfield, September
25, 2004.

Christopher L. Campbell
(MDiv’04) married Brooke Bailey
October 16, 2004.

Editor’s note: In the Summer 2004
issue of Windows (p.15), Shelby
Dies’s church memberhip was listed
as UMC; in fact, it is PC(USA).
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January 3-7 Carol Miles
“Biblical Interpretation”

January 13 David Johnson
& David Jensen

“ Teaching and Preaching Lent”

February 14-15 Chuck Freeman
& Elizabeth Ruefli

“Grief Support for Churches”

February 22-24 Stephen Fleming
“Growing into Tomorrow…Today: 

A Pre-Retirement Seminar”

April 4-6 Janice Catron
“God’s Vision, Our Calling”

April 21-22 Kevin Armstrong
Nancy Armstrong

“Clergy Families:
Fishbowl or Fun House?”

New banners on campus

New banners adorn light posts throughout the Austin Seminary campus.
In bright “Easter egg” colors, above the Seminary logo, are the words: 

Heal Relate Inspire 
President Ted Wardlaw invoked these words—an idea introduced by
Trustee Michael Allen—during his Inaugural Address, “A Telling
Presence,” with regard to the Seminary’s mission toward the larger church.
While the Seminary’s primary task continues to be, as it always has been,
the education of men and women for the ordained Christian ministry and
other forms of Christian service and leadership, Wardlaw believes that the
Seminary’s job—as part of the ecosystem that includes judicatories and
denominational colleges and congregations and people struggling with a
call to serve—is to do what it can to heal, to relate to, and to inspire the
church from which it is derived and which it is privileged to serve.


