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As I write these words, I am hours away from leaving for
Washington state where, after a few days on our own, Kay and

I and our daughters will go to Holden Village Retreat Center for a
week of work on an interesting project. Dr. Dorothy Bass, a histori-
an of American religion and director of the Valparaiso Project on the
Education and Formation of People in Faith (and a MidWinter
Lecturer here in 2001) has teamed up with Dr. Don Richter of the
Lilly Endowment, Inc. to direct a conference centering on the prac-
tice of the faith among teenagers. Dr. Bass is well known for her
book Practicing the Faith, in which she and other contributors
explored twelve central Christian practices—keeping Sabbath, prac-
ticing hospitality, honoring the body, giving testimony, and forgiv-
ing among others—by placing each practice in its historical and bib-
lical context and by exploring its relevance for our times. In the wake
of this book’s enthusiastic reception, plans began for a sequel that
would explore Christian practices for teenagers. This book, co-
authored by Drs. Bass and Richter, is Way to Live, and will be the
centerpiece of our work together in Washington. A number of par-
ent-child duos from around the country, including me and our four-
teen-year-old daughter Shelby, have been invited, along with educa-
tors, theologians and pastors, to work study and critique this new
book. The hope is that our work together will help illuminate the
gifts of this book for a wider audience of teens and adults. I am
thrilled that Shelby and I will be part of this project, along with my

wife, Kay Bryant, who will serve as a facilitator for this conference.
I mention all of this because I believe that, across the American church,

fruitful conversations are taking place in this area of Christian formation—for
all age groups, but maybe especially for children and youth. From my vantage
point, I see theologians and Christian educators from around the country
exploring with new zeal this challenge of equipping our young people with the
language of faith. At the recent summer meeting of Mission Presbytery, for
example, I had the privilege of addressing some fifty or sixty youth (when was
the last time you saw fifty or sixty young people at a presbytery meeting?!) on
the topic of “Call and Vocation.” They gave me an attentive and generous
reception, and I was pleased to note how these senior highs warmed up to the
notion that vocation, as Frederick Buechner said, is “where your deep gladness
and the world’s deep hunger meet.” Whenever I am preaching or teaching in
church settings and have the opportunity, I enjoy meeting with young people
who are seriously considering vocational issues in general and full-time serv-
ice to the church in particular. They are often held up with great care and rev-
erence by their pastors and church educators and numerous lay leaders. And,
speaking of these lay leaders, many of them are dreaming up or taking part in
a variety of grass-roots efforts in their communities to identify, recruit, and
financially support young persons they know who are eager to prepare for the
ministry or some other form of church service. May their tribe increase.

Austin Seminary desires to be a part of this broad conversation, and will
be. Will you be thinking of how you, too, can be helpful in the task of form-
ing and informing our next generation of leaders for the church?

Theodore J. Wardlaw
President
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here was lots of conspiratorial whispering in the corners
of the biblical academy twenty years ago. When I left the
University of Chicago, endowed with the powers and
credentials of historical criticism, some voices were qui-
etly predicting and even announcing the demise of his-
torical criticism. This demise, it was said, would be a
good thing.

Historical critics had long argued that the primary meaning of text lay
with the intentions of the original author. Historical criticism, with its com-
mitment to historical objectivity, emerged as a complex attempt to discover
the original meaning that was embedded in the past. The announced problem
with historical criticism was not the impossibility of historical objectivity, an
impossibility known best of all by the historical critics; the announced prob-
lem was that objectivity itself is actually not a good thing for a reader. While
historical critics lamented their inevitable failure to manage objectivity, these
rebellious voices celebrated it. Readers should not be objective, for a good
reader always reads on behalf of values and communities. We do not and
should not surrender our loyalties when we come to the text. When I read, I
should protect my loved ones. When
you read, you should protect yours.

These voices have, by nearly all
accounts, transformed our understand-
ing of the place from which we read.
Historical critics wanted and still want
to read from a non-place. The geogra-
phy of the room in which we sit as we
read should not, they say, direct our
reading. We should read as though we
were sitting nowhere, as though we had
no primal loyalties, no values that we
cannot surrender. We should simply
disappear in the text, into its syntax,
into the worlds behind, before, and in
the text. You and I should be able, sit-
ting in different rooms, to manage
identical readings, or nearly so. 

Instead, these new voices revered
the places from which we read. The particularity of a reading and even the bias
of the reader, they said, are good things. Not only is there no such place as a
non-place from which to read, a good reading must be imbedded in the bias-
es of its place. Whether you are a young woman reading on behalf of mar-
ginalized Christian women in Indonesia or a old man reading on behalf of less
marginalized evangelical men in California, you should admit and admire

BY LEWIS R. DONELSON

Lewis Donelson is professor of New Testament at Austin Seminary. A member of
the faculty since 1983, he has been on sabbatical since January.

T

A place
f r o m  w h i c h

to read
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your biases. It is those biases that give a text its meaning.
Only if you read aggressively from your particular place
does a text have a world to which to speak. Your place,
whatever it is, gives the text its audience. Only here in a
real place with real people in all their wonders and biases
can the text connect to real life. 

The new ideal was not objectivity, but connection. A
good reader lets the text connect to her place. She lets its
words echo in her room. Her life and the lives of her
loved ones provide a rich context in which the text can
wander. And when the text speaks it will not simply echo
in the empty halls of the academy or even in heavenly
vaults of truth, it will transform real lives. 

All of this was seen as a tremendous boon for the
church. Contrary to what some historical critics might
have implied, it now could be argued that the church
may be a better reader of texts than is the academy. Her
biases, her theological commitments, her politics, her
refusal to surrender her pecu-
liar confessions, are not signs
of a bad reader but of a good
one. Only a fully obligated
reader can really read. Thus,
when church members com-
plain about the outrageous
claims of the Jesus Seminar, it
is because they are reading the
text better than is the Seminar.
They are taking the claims of
the text personally and emo-
tionally, not desiring historical
objectivity but theological
orthodoxy. This is what good readers do. The coolness of
academic readings proves their poverty. The anger and
deafness of the church to those academic readings proves
her righteousness. 

So, twenty years later, what has happened in the halls
of the biblical academy? The faces look different. Women
from Indonesia are at the biblical table with evangelicals
from California. The range of readings and diversity of
voices is truly breathtaking. It may be awkward that no
one knows how to moderate this chaotic diversity of
voices, but the chaos brings with it a richness and depth
never dreamed of. Perhaps it is indeed a good thing that
historical criticism no longer pretends to be master of all.

And the historical critics, what happened to them?
Did they fold up and go away, muttering apologies as
they went? Well, not quite. They are, in fact, still busy at
work, very busy. Many, probably most, of them found
themselves pleased with all of this. They felt less embar-
rassed by their own theological and personal obligations.

And they found the increased richness of the discussion
to be a blessing. But they also issued a warning, a plea
perhaps. When you read, before you let the text run
freely into your own world, finding connections where it
may, take a breath. Wait a moment. Or maybe two. 

The text also belongs (maybe first of all belongs) to
its own world, its own time. To read well, you need to
connect the text not just to your world but to its own. In
the halls of the academy, the historical critics are still at
work doing this. That is understating the case. The
sophistication and energy of modern biblical historical
scholarship is astonishing. The capacity of the discipline
to find tracks into the ancient world is almost beyond
limit. The discipline knows so much. It provides a near-
ly endless line of powerful, intriguing contexts in which
to read a text. Excuse the plea of special knowledge, but
it is hard for someone not in the discipline to compre-
hend how rich and complex the world of historical criti-

cism has become. 
“But I say to you, Love

your enemies . . .” (Matt.
5:44). The journey on which
historical criticism can take the
reader of such a text is both
brilliant and exhausting. Using
the famous Jewish image, this
text, any text, in the hands of
historical critics, becomes the
navel of the universe. The
reader can hear this text speak-
ing in the halls of the Roman
emperor, in the subtleties and

graces of rabbinic thought, in the challenges of ancient
Stoic calls to virtue, and in the vengeful syntax of the
Book of Revelation. The text, in the world of historical
criticism, becomes a wonderful place to spend your time.
To live constantly with these texts and to journey with
them into the ancient world makes for a fascinating
career. This, I admit, is a personal confession. Historical
critics are not going to disappear. Their world is too rich
and inviting. They will always raise new children. 

Of course, texts have a peculiar way of bypassing all
our strategies. One day, for instance, you shall be walking
along and suddenly before you is your enemy. And there
you are, with all your hatred, your fear, hardly able to
think. And Jesus will say to you, “Love your enemies.”
No one can save you from these words, not the man from
California, not the woman from Indonesia, not even the
historical critic. All you will have are your out-of-control
passions, your benumbed self, and Jesus’ words.

What will you do? ▲

4

A GOOD READER’S LIFE AND THE LIVES OF

HER LOVED ONES PROVIDE A RICH CONTEXT

IN WHICH THE TEXT CAN WANDER. AND

WHEN THE TEXT SPEAKS IT WILL NOT

SIMPLY ECHO IN THE EMPTY HALLS OF THE

ACADEMY OR EVEN IN HEAVENLY VAULTS OF

TRUTH, IT WILL TRANSFORM REAL LIVES.
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In the 
footsteps 
of Karl
Barth

BY CYNTHIA L. RIGBY

Cynthia Rigby is W. C. Brown Associate Professor of Theology at Austin Seminary.
On her sabbatical during the ’01-02 academic year, she traveled, lectured, edited
the book, Blessed One: Protestant Perspectives on Mary, and worked on a book
about sin and salvation.

y Dad used to sing a song called “I Walked Today Where Jesus
Walked.” I have no idea who the composer was, but it was a song
about what it was like to visit the Holy Land. He told me that,
when he was on this trip, the Gospel stories he had known since

childhood began to take on whole new meaning. While I have not yet had the
privilege of journeying to the Holy Land, my office is full of gifts that friends
have brought back for me: a picture of a sunrise in Jerusalem; a small bottle
filled with water from the Dead Sea; a stone taken from one of the excava-

M
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tions. There is something about the experience that
makes people want to bring it home with them, some-
thing about it that helps them feel closer to the One
whom we worship and serve.

Last year, I had the opportunity to “walk where Karl
Barth walked.” While Barth was not Jesus (contrary to
what some Reformed theologians like myself seem to
think), it was nonetheless thrilling to be in the places
where he lived, taught, studied, and wrote. It was
thrilling because Barth is foremost among those theolo-
gians who taught me the reality of God’s grace. About fif-
teen years ago, Barth helped me realize that the humani-
ty of God, known to us in
Jesus Christ, is not something
temporary. The incarnation
was not a divine science
experiment in which God
came down here for thirty-
three years and then
whooshed back up to heaven,
where God really belongs.
Rather, Jesus Christ’s human-
ity reveals that God is “with
us and for us,” in our human
condition, right now.

There was the Grünewald
painting, hanging over the desk
of Barth’s study in Basel. I had
heard about it and seen photos
of it, dozens of times, in the course of my M.Div. and Ph.D.
studies at Princeton. And now, here it was. Hanging two feet
in front of Barth, with no computer monitor to block his
line of vision, this painting of the crucifixion. John the
Baptist is in the foreground, pointing to the suffering Jesus.
“He must increase, but I must decrease,” he is saying (John
3:30). Barth kept this painting over his desk to remind him-
self that he did his work not to draw attention to himself,
but to direct others to an encounter with the Savior.

Next to Calvin, Barth is the most influential
Reformed theologian who ever lived. Born in Basel in
1886, Barth spent his lifetime studying and teaching the-
ology, serving as a pastor, challenging the German
Church’s support of Hitler, and writing prolifically.
Someone has estimated that Barth wrote an average of
eight pages a day in the course of his career. He guarded
his writing time because he believed it was his vocation to
write for the church. His magnum opus, which he never
completed, is the twelve-volume Church Dogmatics.

Barth was awakened every morning by the music of
Mozart. He would enter his study and sit down to do the
day’s work. Before him was his manuscript-in-progress, with

three stacks of papers surrounding: notes on the history of
doctrine undergirding Barth’s theme, notes on the biblical
exegesis supporting Barth’s argument, notes made on con-
temporary theologians’ views on the subject at hand. This
research was done by Charlotte von Kirschbaum, Barth’s
assistant and colleague. Each day, Barth would work on his
manuscript until von Kirschbaum told him it was time to
lecture. Barth would then carry his manuscript to class,
reading it to his students and making corrections to his
manuscript as he lectured.

During my seven-week stay in Europe, I was not
located in Basel, but in Göttingen, Germany. Barth was

Professor of Reformed
Theology at Göttingen from
1921-1930. While I was
there, I had the privilege of
getting to know Professor
Eberhard Busch, who cur-
rently holds the same chair
and who worked with Barth
after von Kirschbaum was no
longer able. Professor Busch
told me many wonderful sto-
ries of his time with Barth. I
had not realized the extent of
the discrimination Barth
experienced as a teacher of
Reformed theology. Because
the Lutheran scholars in

Göttingen believed that systematic theology was, by def-
inition, Lutheran theology, Barth was unable to teach in
the systematic theology department or to teach any
courses with “systematic theology” in the title. He was (as
Busch later was) the sole member of his own department:
the Department of Reformed Theology.

While I was in Göttingen, I sat in on Professor
Busch’s seminar on the Heidelberg Catechism. While I
don’t speak German, Busch and many of the students fre-
quently paused to explain to me where the discussion was
moving, as well as to get my input. One day, Busch invit-
ed me to do a lecture for the class titled, “The Influence
of the Heidelberg Catechism in American Culture.” I was
able to give the lecture in English, with all students
understanding well enough that a translator wasn’t need-
ed. Periodically, Busch would get excited about a point I
was making and break into the lecture in rapid German,
making connections that I unfortunately could not fol-
low. If my German were only half as good as the English
of those students! 

Back in Basel, Barth archivist Hans-Anton Drewes
gave me a grand tour of Barth’s former home. Drewes

THE WALLS OF BARTH’S STUDY ARE LINED

WITH BOOKS. OVER ONE BOOKSHELF IS A

BEAUTIFUL PIECE OF CLOTH THAT BLOCKS

THE VIEW OF SEVERAL SHELVES OF BOOKS—
ALL OF THEM BY LUTHER OR LUTHERAN

THEOLOGIANS. BARTH HUNG THE CLOTH IN

ORDER TO CREATE A BARRIER, TO REMIND

HIMSELF THAT THERE WERE CERTAIN

ASPECTS OF LUTHER’S THEOLOGY WITH

WHICH HE, AS A REFORMED

THEOLOGIAN, DISAGREED.
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himself lives in the top story of the modest, three-story
house. The middle floor has two small bedrooms, a two-
room study, and a bath. Barth’s bedroom is directly across
from his study; I calculated that his bed is only six or
eight steps from his desk. His study opens to the inner
study that was used by von Kirschbaum. The walls of
both studies are lined with books. Over one bookshelf in
Barth’s study, there is a beautiful piece of cloth that was a
gift brought back from his son’s trip to Indonesia. The
cloth blocks the view of several shelves of books—all of
them by Luther or Lutheran theologians. Barth hung the
cloth in order to create a barrier, to remind himself that
there were certain aspects of
Luther’s theology with which
he disagreed, as a Reformed
theologian. Drewes told me
that, when Lutheran col-
leagues visited, Barth would
give them a different explana-
tion for the cloth: that it was
the curtain that separated the
“holy of holies” from the rest
of the “sanctuary”!

Barth’s study, and home, is
full of paintings. Hung at exact-
ly the same level are portraits of
Calvin and Mozart, two great
thinkers who profoundly influ-
enced his work. In the stairway
connecting the first and second floors of the house, there is a
picture at each step. On the bottom-most step is a picture of
Immanuel Kant, whom Barth believed had to be dealt with
from the outset, if one was to be a postmodern theologian. At
the landing is a picture of Schleiermacher, whom Barth
believed could not be escaped, whether you are “coming” or
“going.” (Barth argued with Schleiermacher, in his writings,
throughout his career. Nonetheless, he recognized that he was
also building on Schleiermacher’s legacy as a modern theolo-
gian who made room for reasonable people to discuss experi-
ences of the divine). Also included in the array of stairway
pictures is John Wesley, the great 19th-century theologian
who is the pioneer of Methodism.

Dr. Drewes was extremely generous, letting me see
anything in the archives I wanted to see. Down in the
basement I perused the meticulously organized files of
letters Barth and von Kirschbaum had written to pastors
and scholars all over the world. I saw the diaries (appoint-
ment books) of Fritz Barth (Barth’s father), Barth, and
von Kirschbaum, all so fastidiously kept and ordered that
it seemed as though Barth knew he would one day be
famous. And I saw the old drafts of the Church

Dogmatics, torn in half by von Kirschbaum to be used for
scratch paper. (The archivists were doing what they could
to splice them back together!)

There are two items in the archives that virtually
startled me. The first was one of Barth’s hundreds of
notebooks, neatly lettered (as they all were) with a quar-
ter of the page creased in order to create a margin for fur-
ther notes and corrections. Holding a cup of coffee in
one hand, I looked at the page to which Drewes had
opened the notebook and realized it was Barth’s last note-
book—I was looking at the page Barth was writing at the
point of his death. I immediately set down my coffee and

pulled my chair away from
the table, wary of spills or
crumbs. I saw the break in
mid-sentence, when Barth
had received a phone call and
put down his pen. He died in
his sleep before he could fin-
ish. 

The second surprise
came when Drewes handed
me Barth’s very first note-
book. On the cover it said (in
German): “The Complete
Works of Karl Barth.” Barth
had dedicated the book to his
grandmother when he was
only ten years old. The note-

book was filled, in the hand of a child who had received
an ‘A’ in penmanship, with plays that Barth had written
and performed with his friends. On the last page of the
book was a picture of a balding man with a beard and a
pot belly, a set of hands coming over the edge of the page
to place an ivy-woven crown on his head. “The Poet
Laureate,” Drewes whispered, reverently, by way of expla-
nation. And underneath the picture was the caption: “A
Self Portrait of Me, in Thirty Years.”

Clearly, Barth did not have a small ego. But he was
also far from lacking in the disciplines of hard work and
theological rigor. Most importantly, he knew what his
God-given vocation was, and he embraced it wholeheart-
edly, every day in that study, with all that he was. This is
what I brought back with me: a renewed sense that we are
all called to pursue our vocations with the fervor of our
brother in Christ, Karl Barth. We need to be a lot less
timid about who we are. There’s important work to be
done. ▲
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Back to the books
How did you come to be the academic dean at Austin Seminary?

When Bob Shelton was appointed president in 1997 that opened up the
dean’s position. So I told Bob that I would be delighted to try it, but I wasn’t
sure I wanted to make it a career change. You may recall that Bob was in the
office for thirteen years, and that, essentially, is a career change. As it has
turned out, I will have served this five-year term, plus one year as interim, and
I won’t be seeking renewal. I feel good about that. I think the average tenure
of a dean in an Association of Theological School institution is thirty-eight
months—about three years. It’s a pretty high-stress job, quite frankly. 

What are the stresses?

Working with colleagues on the level of academic dean is different from being
a faculty colleague. One of the rules that I developed early on was that you
want to try to be an equal opportunity offender—not that you want to offend
anybody, but that you want to try to spread the disagreeable elements around,
if you can. One of the reasons for the turnover in the dean’s office is that it’s

Austin Seminary Professor of
Old Testament J. Andrew
Dearman has seen a lot
during his six years as
academic dean: additions to
(and departures from) the
faculty, 376 graduates ...
and, not to mention the
small matters of a
Centennial Celebration and
presidential transition. As
Andy’s last day in the dean’s
office approaches, he reflects
on his service to the
Seminary, his hopes for its
future, and his own plans as
he returns to full-time
teaching at Austin Seminary.

The Academic Dean’s last official acts
included (above, left) attending the last
faculty meeting of the year and, (above)
“hooding” graduates, like Lameck
Banda.
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often filled by somebody who didn’t train to be an
administrator, but who takes it on for whatever reason—
encouragement of colleagues, their own sense of develop-
ing call, or their love of the institution. In my sense it was
primarily that last element.

What did you learn in your time as dean?

I think I learned a lot more about how the institution
operates. The fact that I had been on the faculty for fif-
teen years before going into the dean’s office might make
you think I would know a great deal about how things
work around here, but it really was going into the dean’s
office that gave me new angles of vision on how things
operate. That’s been a joy and I hope it will make me a
better faculty member when I return to full-time class-
room teaching and research.

What, in your opinion, is in store for Austin Seminary
in the next few years?

If I had to say what I think are the three most important
new possibilities for the Seminary, I would say one of
them would be the expansion of the Houston Extension
program into something which possibly could be a self-
standing campus. Houston is the most underserved large
urban area in our country for accredited Protestant theo-
logical education and I think we’ve got a great opportu-
nity there. One of the great trends now in theological
education is regional specialties. A number of schools—
especially non-denominational, evangelical, and
Pentecostal—are developing new extension programs
and new campuses. There are several every year—it’s
almost at warp speed, it’s developing so fast. There have
been two or three new seminary programs developed just
in the last two or three years in Houston. 

The second one, I think, is to continue to have good
informal working relations with the emerging program in
religious studies at the University of Texas. As they begin
to develop graduate programs in selected areas, it would
be my hope that we can relate to them in a kind of lim-
ited cross-registration relationship at the graduate level. It
will not work at the undergraduate level, and it’s difficult
enough with a private institution like ours and a public
institution, like the University. With a limited cross-reg-
istration program, there would be certain students who
would want to come here for their M.A.T.S. and M.Div.
work and there would be certain people who would want
to do graduate work at the University of Texas. So I think
that holds great promise for us. The University of Texas
is an extraordinary institution with—in a number of
fields—almost unparalleled resources anywhere else in

our country. That would be a great plus for us. 
The third one would be the Center for

Proclamation and Worship. There are over a hundred
people in the music department at the University of
Texas. To develop some cooperation with them, and to
develop our own expertise in preaching and worship and
related matters, and to have a center where people might
come to add some additional resources to it—our facul-
ty is already strong in this area—I think would be a great
niche for us. And I think there will be a lot of support
out among our constituents for it, too.

For me, those three things are what will help us rise
to the next level of excellence. 

Any personal reflections on your time with the
Austin Seminary faculty?

You probably know that Steve Reid and I have been fast,
fast friends for a long time, and apart from my spouse,
Kathy, I can’t think of a closer person to me anywhere in
the world than Steve. The fact that he’s leaving our fac-
ulty is personally a really sad thing for me. I’ve known
Steve since 1977 when we were graduate students
together. It’s a funny thing—I’ve spent more time in
hotel rooms or dorm rooms with Steve, and I’ve had
more meals with him than anybody else on God’s good
earth, except for my family. So to see him leave is a
tough one for me.

What advice do you have for Steve, as he becomes
dean at his alma mater, Bethany Theological
Seminary?

Well he asked me about some advice, and I told him
don’t do anything that’s self-serving, try to be an equal
opportunity offender, and remember that you serve an
institution and just do the best you can. And you need
to pray every day.

What are you looking forward to in getting back to
the classroom full time?

One of the reasons to go into the dean’s office was that I
love the classroom and the teaching enterprise. On those
dark days when you’ve got folks lined up outside your
office, all of them wanting you to fix something or to
give you their litany of complaints, the only way to hold
on through a day like that is to remember that if you can
do something fair and serviceable through the dean’s
office, then the rest of the colleagues will have a better
time teaching. That’s what we’re about here. So I’m look-
ing forward to having a greater share of the teaching

WINDOWS / Summer 2003
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Ellen Babinsky,
Professor of Church History

What attracts you to your field of study? History
helps us know who we are and how God has been
and is at work among us. Without history we can-
not know the communion of saints.

What’s the measure of success in teaching semi-
narians? I am always honored when—on the day
students finish their final exams—many stop by to
thank me! Also, when students tell me they use the
lecture notes.

Favorite extracurricular activities: NCAA women’s
basketball—especially the UT women (next year a
national championship!), golf, grandchildren

Favorite quote (extracanonical): “For it is not
what we do that makes us holy, but we ought to
make holy what we do.”—Meister Eckhart, Counsel
Four

Secret (until now) aspiration: to play banjo in a
traditional jazz band

Something else you should know about me: I’m a
“P.K.” (preacher’s kid).

enterprise. Kathryn Roberts will be on sabbatical in the
fall, and so I’ll be teaching the introductory course,
which I used to teach on a regular basis. I like that and I
have a great deal of energy and enthusiasm going back to
it. So I feel a little bit like Pavlov’s dog. A new bone has
been waved in front of me and I’m salivating to get back
to doing it.

Any special writing or research projects in the works?

I will start on a sabbatical in February of ’04. I’ve been
working on a brief introduction to the Old Testament. It
was a project that was proposed to me by Ben Johnson,
a recently retired professor from Columbia Seminary
who’s the founder of the Christian spiritual formation
program that we share with Columbia and Pittsburgh
seminaries, and I’ve written fifty pages out of approxi-
mately 300 that I want to do. His request was that I do
an introduction at the level of the educated lay person.
So I’m trying that one out and I hope to have that fin-
ished by the time my sabbatical ends in August. And I’m
already tardy on a contract with Eerdmans Publisher to
do a commentary on the Book of Hosea. That’ll proba-
bly be a 450 page manuscript and I’ve got probably sixty
pages right now, so that’s going to occupy me in the next
two or three years.

And now you’re headed to Africa.

Yes, Austin Seminary has a cooperative program with
Justo Mwale Theological College in Lusaka, Zambia.
We’ve had their students and faculty here, and they were
kind enough to ask if I could come and teach what they
call a block course. So I will give twenty-six or twenty-
seven fifty-minute lectures in a space of two weeks. Then
I will get a chance to visit Lameck Banda, one of our
newest graduates, at a regional gathering of churches in
the eastern province—Lameck’s congregation is one of
those. It will be an incredible experience. Lameck told
me that there’d be thirty choirs there, each will sing an
anthem. He said one sermon and thirty anthems and the
worship service takes about half a day, so he told me to
make sure I wore a hat to cover my bald head and to just
relax and enjoy it. I’m thrilled to think about being
there.

One of the tasks I’ll have over there is to plan the
January ’04 travel seminar when Professors Bill
Greenway and Louis Zbinden will be taking students
there to study the mission of the church in that context. 

Any final comments?

God bless Austin Seminary. ▲

faculty notes
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Arun W. Jones, Assistant Professor of Mission and Evangelism

What do you like most about Austin Seminary? Austin is a great city in which to live and work, and the Seminary
community, which is warm, friendly, and welcoming. The fact that this is a Presbyterian seminary; as a United
Methodist, I thoroughly enjoy the ecumenical interchange and respect that I find here.

What attracts you to your field of study? Growing up as a
missionary kid, I have always been fascinated with interna-
tional, intercultural, interethnic, and interreligious exchanges
between human beings. Increasing globalization and the
increasing religious and ethnic pluralism in the U.S. means
that we in the church need to think more and more deeply
about how we are going to be self-consciously Christian.

Teaching and scholarly interests: I am convinced that the
church in North America desperately needs to know how it
has interacted with other religions and peoples in the past.
The isolation and insularity of much of North American
Christianity is greatly debilitating when it comes to under-
standing what it means to be a living member of one holy
catholic and apostolic church, as the Nicene Creed puts it.

Favorite extracurricular activities: Cooking (and eating!)
international cuisine; singing in choirs; listening to music,
especially western classical music; hiking and trekking; tak-
ing long walks and bike rides

Greatest adventure: Hiking in the Himalayas

Timothy A. Lincoln, 
Director of the David and Jane Stitt Library

What do you like most about Austin Seminary? I like it that we are
committed, creative, and collegial Christians who are doing things
that obviously matter to the churches and the world.

What’s the measure of success in teaching seminarians? The ulti-
mate measure is the post-seminary ministry of our graduates: are they
faithful, compassionate, articulate Christian leaders?

Favorite artists, authors, musicians: Larry McMurtry, Sheryl Crow,
Mark Helprin, Vincent Van Gogh, Leonard Bernstein, John Fowles,
the Kronos Quartet, John Le Carre

Most intriguing Scripture verse: Acts 14:22b. “και οτι δια πολλ−
ων θλιϕεων δει ηµασ εισελθειν εισ την βασιλειαν του θεου.” 

(It loses something in translation.)

Favorite quote (extracanonical): (among many) “Education is not
the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire.”—William Butler Yeats

Greatest adventure: Marriage and parenthood, which in my case are
closely related. I am hoping to survive my daughter’s impending ado-
lescence and my son’s departure for college.

Something else you should know about me: I once told Gustavo
Gutiérrez that he had a telephone call.

Most intriguing Scripture verse: Acts 14:22b.

(It loses something in translation.)



President Theodore J. Wardlaw 
inaugurated in festive spring ceremony
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Aprocession of nearly one hundred church leaders
and educational delegates from around the nation—

decked in their academic and ecclesiastical finest—
joined more than four hundred worshipers on Friday,
March 28, 2003, for the inauguration of the Reverend
Theodore J. Wardlaw as Austin Seminary’s ninth presi-
dent. The event was a grand celebration of the
Seminary’s relationship to the larger church and this
president’s vision and promise for this century-old insti-
tution of faith and learning.

Wardlaw’s inauguration ceremony at University
Presbyterian Church, Austin, was the crowning moment
of a day steeped in the worship of God and enriched by
the participation of the whole Austin Seminary commu-
nity. The day began at 10:00 a.m. with a Service of Word
and Sacrament, featuring renowned preacher Dr.
Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching at
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology.

Music was another important element of the day.
Guest organist J. Michael Morgan (of Central
Presbyterian Church and Columbia Theological
Seminary, both in Atlanta) led the assembly in a great
variety of sacred music. Austin Seminary Director of
Chapel Music Kevin D. McClure directed an ensemble

composed of current and former Austin Seminary stu-
dents, members of local congregations, singers from
Wardlaw’s former church in Atlanta, and guest instru-
mentalists.

Following a luncheon on the church courtyard, the
Service of Inauguration began at 1:00 p.m. and included
greetings from the Reverend Fahed Abu-Akel,
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), among
many other distinguished guests.

On Thursday evening, prior to the day’s events, the
Seminary community celebrated with the new president
over a barbecue dinner in the McCord Community
Center. Following dinner, J. Michael Morgan presented
an organ concert followed by a vespers worship service.
Both were held in Shelton Chapel on the Seminary 
campus.

The full text of President Wardlaw’s Inaugural Address as
well as the sermon, “A Dream Church,” by the Reverend
Thomas G. Long, the Charge to the President by Charles M.
Richards, and the Charge to the Community by President
Emeritus Jack Stotts may be found in the centerpiece of this
issue of Windows. 
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Visitors and participants in the Inauguration included (clockwise
from upper left): Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Moderator Fahed
Abu-Akel and Anthony Amos, elder, Central Presbyterian Church,
Atlanta; former Austin Seminary professor (now McCormick
Seminary President) Cynthia Campbell and President Emeritus Jack
Stotts; The Reverend Hubert Wardlaw, brother of the president; Dr.
Thomas G. Long, Bandy Professor of Preaching at Emory University;
and Charles Richards, Georgia’s senior assistant attorney general; San
Francisco Theological Seminary President Phil Butin and his wife,
Janet; J. Michael Morgan, organist at Central Presbyterian Church,
Atlanta; and President Wardlaw and his daughter Claire.
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MASTER

OF DIVINITY

Ann Wiggins of Hot Springs
Village, Arkansas; PC(USA);
director of Christian education,
First Presbyterian Church,
Knoxville, Tennessee.

Bonnie White Perry of Austin,
Texas; UMC; associate pastor,
Bastrop United Methodist Church,
Bastrop, Texas.

Grant L. Tupper of Otis, Kansas;
Mennonite Church; continuing lay
ministry.

Lameck Banda of Lusaka, Zambia;
Reformed Church in Zambia;
continuing ordained ministry in
Zambia.

Donna Curtis Bowling of Temple,
Texas; PC(USA); continuing lay
ministry.

Jeffery Matthew “Jeff” Brown of
Arlington, Texas; Baptist Church;
continuing lay ministry.

Eva das Dores Benedito Pedro
Gomes of Luanda, Angola;
Kimbanguist Church in Luanda,
Angola; continuing studies at
Candler School of Theology,
Atlanta, Georgia.

MASTER OF ARTS IN

THEOLOGICAL STUDIES

MASTER OF ARTS

John Charles Albright of West
Monroe, Louisiana; PC(USA);
pastor of five yoked Presbyterian
churches in Winnsboro, Rayville,
Mangham, Baskin, and Alto,
Louisiana.

Kennetha Jo Bigham-Tsai of San
Antonio, Texas; UMC; director of
the Grand Rapids District Peace
with Justice Community, a ministry
of the United Methodist Church.

Sharon Louise Bryant of Austin,
Texas; PC(USA); upon completing
a unit of C.P.E. at Seton Hospital,
Austin, seeking a call. 

Craig Clark of Austin, Texas;
PC(USA); stated supply,
Interdenominational English-
speaking church in a Taiwanese
Presbyterian Church, Kaohsiung,
Taiwan.

Shannon L. Crawford of Odessa,
Texas; PC(USA); upon completion
of ordination requirements, seeking
a call.

THE Class
OF 2003
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Lynda Kay Schorr Dinsdale of
Lincoln, Nebraska;
PC(USA); associate pastor, New
Braunfels Presbyterian Church,
New Braunfels, Texas.

Bettye Favors-Palmer of Houston,
Texas; PC(USA); working with the
Committee on Preparation for
Ministry of New Covenant to
discern a call.

Nora Bishop Fitch of Kingwood,
Texas; PC(USA); seeking a call.

Eneyas Freitas of Kissimmee,
Florida; PC(USA); associate pastor,
First Presbyterian Church,
Pearland, Texas. 

Kimberly A. Gaddy of Austin,
Texas; PC(USA); associate pastor,
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Taylor,
Texas.

Walter Hoke of Austin, Texas;
UMC; pastor, Fentress United
Methodist Church, Fentress, Texas.

Tracey Elizabeth Huff of Seattle,
Washington; PC(USA); seeking a
call.

Dorothy Campbell “Dolly” Hunt
of Shreveport, Louisiana;
PC(USA); associate pastor, First
Presbyterian Church, Greensboro,
North Carolina.

Craig Steven King Sr. of Houston
Texas; Cumberland Presbyterian
Church; pastor, First Cumberland
Presbyterian Church, Springfield,
Missouri. 

Cynthia Grout “Cindy” Layton of
Austin, Texas; UMC; associate
pastor, Memorial United Methodist
Church, Austin, Texas.

Trey Heard Little of Houston,
Texas; PC(USA); pastor, Matthews
Memorial Presbyterian Church,
Albany, Texas. 

Melani Ann Longoni of Tucson,
Arizona; PC(USA); seeking a call. 

Adan A. Mairena of Albuquerque,
New Mexico; PC(USA); residency
at Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church,
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania. 

Dhawn B. Martin of San Antonio,
Texas; PC(USA); seeking a Ph.D.

Matthew Ernest Miller of Denver,
Colorado; PC(USA); head of staff,
First Presbyterian Church, Pulaski,
Tennessee. 

Melanie L. Miner of Toledo, Ohio;
UMC; pastor, Cedar Park United
Methodist Church, Cedar Park,
Texas.

THE CLASS OF 2003
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Michael William “Mike” Morris
of Austin, Texas; UMC; associate
pastor, First United Methodist
Church, Marble Falls, Texas.

Matthew Bennett Morse of
Austin, Texas; PC(USA); seeking a
call. 

Barbara B. Padgett of
Arkadelphia, Arkansas; PC(USA);
upon completion of ordination
requirements seeking a call. 

Carol M. Pifer of Corpus Christi,
Texas; UMC; pastor, First United
Methodist church, Odem, Texas.

Judith O’Sullivan Pistole of
Kingwood, Texas; PC(USA);
seeking a call. 

Roberta Lind “Robbie” Rhodes
of Austin, Texas; UMC; seeking a
Ph.D.

Joy M. Richards of Austin, Texas;
UMC; associate pastor, First United
Methodist Church, Lockhart,
Texas.

Brice Lyle Rogers of Jacksonville,
Florida; PC(USA); upon
completion of a unit of C.P.E.,
seeking a call.

Patricia Lawrence “Patty”
Schaller of Virginia, Illinois;
PC(USA); seeking a call.

Clinton A. Schofield of Temple,
Texas; PC(USA); upon completion
of a C.P.E. residency at Scott and
White Hospital, seeking a call. 

Jonathan William Sharpe of
Alexandria, Virginia; PC(USA);
pastor, First Presbyterian Church,
Levelland, Texas. 

Joan Hockaday Watson of Dallas,
Texas; PC(USA); associate pastor,
Covenant Presbyterian Church,
Charlotte, North Carolina.

William C. “Bill” Willis II of
Austin, Texas; PC(USA); pastoral
assistant, First Presbyterian Church,
Georgetown, Texas.

Cara Bussa Wood of Houston,
Texas; PC(USA).

Deborah Eileen Reynolds
Youngblood of Fredericksburg,
Texas; UMC; pastor, Utopia
United Methodist Church, Utopia,
Texas.

THE CLASS OF 2003
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Jeanette Sue Barnhart, pastor,
First United Methodist Church,
Elgin, Texas; “The Multi-Sensory
Sermon-Event.”

William Charles Hassel, pastor,
First English Lutheran Church,
Victoria, Texas; “Teach it Again:
Using Multiple Intelligences in
Adult Christian Education.”

Reed Edmond Jaboro, pastor,
Tigard Church of God, Sherwood,
Oregon; “Preaching for
Discipleship in Post Modernity:
The Problem of Authority.”

John Ranald Kerr, pastor, Milcreek
United Presbyterian Church of
Hookstown; “The Times They Are
A-Changin’: How Change is
Affecting Three Rural Churches in
Western Pennsylvania.”

Karion Ann Thompson Krieger,
senior chaplain, Morningside
Ministries, San Antonio, Texas;
“Transitions in Aging: Exploring
the Experience of the Old, Old.”

Renee L. Mackey, Pastor, Berwyn
Presbyterian Church, Berwyn
Heights, Maryland; “The Stranger
is One of Us: Hospitality in Multi-
Cultural Liturgy.”

Thomas George Nelson, pastor,
St. Andrews Presbyterian Church,
Beulah, Mississippi; “Recovering
the Catechumenate: Implications
for Presbyterians.”

THE CLASS OF 2003

Key to Masters degree entries: graduate’s name
and hometown; denomination; first call /
placement or future plans. Key to Doctoral
degree entries: graduate’s name, current position;
title of doctoral project.

DOCTOR OF MINISTRY

Helen Christine Stewart O’Reilly,
pastor, Knox Church, Thedford,
and St. Andrew’s Church, Watford,
Ontario, Canada; “A New
Company, A New Covenant.”

Paul Wayne Riddle, chaplain,
Lifeline Chaplaincy, Houston,
Texas; “Equipped to Share: A
Curriculum for Workplace
Evangelism.”

James Alan Rollins, pastor,
Highland Presbyterian Church,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; “Engaging
Worship: Gathering Saints, Sinners,
and Seekers in the Presence of
God.”

Anamae Smith Storbeck, pastor,
Trinity Lutheran Church, Blanco,
Texas; “The Pastor’s Role in
Discerning God’s Mission: A Case
Study of Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Blanco, Texas.”

Alan P. Trafford, pastor, First
Presbyterian Church, Lake Jackson,
Texas; “Cross Culture Club
Evangelism: Sharing the Gospel
with a Postmodern Generation.”

Michael A. Waschevski, pastor,
First Presbyterian Church, Fort
Worth, Texas; “Becoming
Theologians Together: A Way of
Christian Living.”

Edward Sansom Williams, pastor,
University Presbyterian Church,
Austin, Texas; “Missional Worship.”



Commencement a fitting end to a glorious year

Popular author and Presbyterian
pastor Michael L. Lindvall

delivered the Commencement
address to fifty-seven graduates and
their families and friends on Sunday,
May 25. A graduate of the Universi-
ty of Wisconsin-Oshkosh and
Princeton Theological Seminary,
Lindvall is pastor of Brick Presbyter-
ian Church in New York City. The
author of two novels, The Good
News from North Haven and Leaving
North Haven, and a volume of acces-
sible theology, The Christian Life: A
Geography of God, Lindvall has also
published numerous essays, book
reviews, sermons, and works of fic-
tion in both secular and church-
related periodicals. 

The Class of 2003 consisted of
fifty-seven graduates in four degree
programs: one received the Master
of Arts degree; six, the Master of
Arts in Theological Studies; thirty-
six, the Master of Divinity; and
fourteen, the Doctor of Ministry.
Among the graduates were students
from Angola, Canada, and Zambia.
Many of the candidates for the Mas-
ter of Divinity degree—a prerequi-
site to parish ministry in most
denominations—have already
accepted calls to churches around
the country (see listing, p. 14).

During Commencement, Presi-
dent Wardlaw announced the names
of graduates who have distinguished
themselves during their course of
study at Austin Seminary: the
Charles L. King Preaching award
was given to Joan Watson for excel-
lence in homiletics; the John Spra-
gens Award, honoring an exception-
al student in the area of Christian
education, was given to Cynthia
Grout Layton; and the Rachel Hen-
derlite Award, expressing gratitude
to a graduate who has contributed

to increased understanding among
diverse groups on campus, was
given jointly to Brice Rogers and
Adan Mairena.

Additionally, the president
reported the actions of the Board of
Trustees regarding faculty and
administration: Allan H. Cole Jr.
has been elected assistant professor
of pastoral care; David L. Jones has
been elected director of the Doctor
of Ministry program; William N.
A. Greenway and Kathryn Roberts
have been promoted to the rank of

18

COMMUNITY NEWS

Reid and Black Johnston leave teaching
Professors Stephen Breck Reid and Scott Black
Johnston turned in their grade books and chalk at the
end of the academic year to begin new chapters in their
vocational lives. Reid, professor of Old Testament who
has served on the Austin Seminary faculty for thirteen
years, is the new academic dean at Bethany Theological
Seminary in Richmond, Indiana, his alma mater. Black
Johnston, Jean Brown Associate Professor of Homiletics,
who joined the faculty in 1993, has accepted a call to be
pastor / head of staff at Trinity Presbyterian Church in
Atlanta, Georgia. Both colleagues will be deeply missed,
and we wish them well in their endeavors.

Adan Mairena, a recipient of the Rachel Henderlite Award, shares the occasion with his
wife, Reyna, and his pastor, Trustee Paul Debenport.

associate professor; and Janet
Maykus has been elected principal
of the College of Pastoral Leaders.

On the eve of Commencement,
a Baccalaureate service was held
with the Reverend Kathryn Roberts,
associate professor of Old Testa-
ment, and the Reverend Carol
Miles, assistant professor of
homiletics, preaching and presiding
at the Lord’s Supper, respectively.
Both events took place at University
Presbyterian Church, Austin.
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For its senior gift,
the Class of 2003

chose to celebrate the
life and ministry of
David Doxsee Miles
with a garden of
remembrance. The
garden was dedicated
following the Bac-
calaureate service on
Saturday, May 24.

Miles served the
Austin Seminary
community for two
years as interim dean
of student life and
pastor to the Semi-
nary community.
Shortly before his
death on July 18,
2001, he had resigned
from the Seminary to
accept a call as pastor
of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Austin. Miles is survived by his
wife, Carol Antablin Miles, assistant professor of homiletics, and
their sons, Ethan and Samuel.

The memorial garden—which includes a table and benches, a red-
bud tree, and a limestone marker—is just east of the main entrance to
the Seminary. “David was a source of comfort for many of us, and his
impact on our class continues to be such a significant part of our sem-
inary experience,” said Trey Little (MDiv’03). “David often said:
‘Lean back on the everlasting arms of God.’ We hope that setting aside
this place for prayer and meditation will invite others to do just that.”

Class of 2003 gift honors David Miles

Seniors Trey Little (left) and Dolly Hunt (right) led
the efforts to honor their friend and colleague David
Miles, husband of Professor Carol Miles and father
to Ethan and Sam (center).

computer to check course reserve
lists, due dates for books, or out-
standing fees.” The project will be
complete in September. 

Sara Singleton (Middler-Austin,
Texas) was part way through her
first year in the M.Div. program
when a powerful idea took hold: to
offer the spiritual resources of con-
templative worship—Scripture,
song, and prayer—through the for-
mat of contemporary media. At
Austin Seminary, Singleton says her
encounter with “the sweep of
church history and the role of wor-
ship in the church” led to the devel-
opment of “Hearts On Pilgrimage”
a compact disc with fifteen one-
minute devotionals. Learn more at
heartsonpilgrimage.com.

That shuffling of desks you hear
may be coming from the Office of
Business Affairs. Dr. Larry Foster,
J. R. Miller Professor of Strategic
Management of the Graduate
School of Business Administration
at the Universtiy of Alabama,
became the acting vice president in
March, following the resignation of
Cathy Civiletto. In
addition, the follow-
ing staff members
have assumed addi-
tional responsibilities:
Lori Rohre is the new
director of human
resources; Gary Cit-
ron is now the direc-
tor of financial servic-
es; Dennis Roetman
is the director of oper-
ations; and Daryl
Johnson is director of
support services. Two
new staffers have been
added to the mainte-
nance department:
Terry Wilburn and
Mike Jurgenshreien.

IN BRIEF
The USAA Foundation has given
$2 million to the U.S. Naval
Academy to endow a professorship
in leadership and ethics. The chair
was given to honor Austin Seminary
Trustee Robert Herres, retired U.S.
Air Force general and former chair-
man and CEO of USAA.

This summer, the staff of the Stitt
Library is involved in a “migration
project,” transferring more than
200,000 records to a new server.

The new system will enable users to
more quickly and efficiently access
the Stitt Library collection. “There
will also be a new feature in the
online catalog which will allow
patrons to select information about
a desired book and then e-mail
themselves that information,” says
Stitt Library Director Timothy
Lincoln. “This will be very helpful
for creating bibliographies. And stu-
dents can log on from their home

Foster

Wilburn

Jurgenshreien
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Austin Seminary welcomes to its
administrative staff the Rev-

erend Janet L. Maykus, the new
director of Christian leadership edu-
cation and principal of the College
of Pastoral Leaders.

The College of Pastoral Leaders
is a new initiative of Austin Semi-
nary, begun with a grant from Lilly
Endowment, Inc., that seeks to sup-
port and sustain pastors by address-
ing their spiritual and professional
needs. In her new position, Maykus
will develop programs to nurture
the spirituality and leadership
potential of pastors and other Chris-
tian leaders.

Prior to her appointment to the
College of Pastoral Leaders, Maykus
directed the spiritual care and
bereavement services of Hospice
Austin. She has also trained and
supervised Austin Seminary stu-
dents in hospital chaplaincy.

“Janet is one of the most
respected ministers in the Austin
area,” says Michael Jinkins, co-
author of the Lilly Endowment, Inc.
grant proposal and a member of the
search committee. “She has done a
great job with Hospice for several
years, and promises to bring the
kind of leadership we need to the
Seminary’s new College of Pastoral
Leaders.”

An ordained minister in the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), Maykus holds a B.A. from
Texas Christian University and an
M.Div. from Duke University. Flu-
ent in Spanish, she enjoys traveling,
cooking, hosting parties, and out-
door recreation. Maykus is married
to Steve Selby and they are parents
to five children: Austin, Sam, Shea,
Ben, and Nico.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Maykus named
principal for College
of Pastoral Leaders

VP Shetler retires

On June 13, the Seminary commu-
nity gathered to bid farewell to

beloved Vice President for Church
Relations and Planned Giving Jerold
D. “Jerry” Shetler, who retires this
summer.

As Vice President for Church
Relations and Planned Giving from
1999-2003, Shetler founded the
Sampson-Vinson Heritage Society to
honor those who have named Austin
Seminary in their wills; Shetler secured
more than one hundred charter mem-
bers for the Society. He also facilitated
the establishment of a number of
endowments to the Seminary.

Shetler will continue to serve the
church and theological education in his
retirement, acting as a regional officer
for Advocates for Ministry, a new ini-
tiative to encourage young people to
consider church vocations. He will also
serve the Seminary in an advisory
capacity, as development associate.

Prior to his role in the Austin
Seminary administration, Shetler was a

member of its Board of Trustees from 1981-1989; from 1985-1989 he was
the Board’s chair. As an ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), Shetler served congregations in North Carolina, Texas, and Virginia.

“It has been a distinct pleasure to work with Jerry Shetler over these past
ten months,” says President Wardlaw, a colleague and longtime friend of
Shetler’s. “He has served Austin Seminary in so many different roles and has
been an invaluable resource. His daily presence here will be sorely missed.”

The Austin Seminary community is grateful for Shetler’s decades of ded-
ication to this institution and rejoices in his lifetime of service to God and
Christ’s church.

Jerry Shetler, on behalf of all of the for-
mer Austin Seminary Board chairs, com-
missioned the creation of the Centennial
mace, handcrafted by Seminary artist-in-
residence C. D. Weaver.

Meet the press 
(secretary)
Dhawn Martin (senior-San
Antonio) waits for Liz
Carpenter, press secretary to
Lady Bird Johnson, author,
and Texas legend, to auto-
graph her book during
Carpenter’s recent visit to the
Seminary.



David and Linda Evans to join
institutional advancement staff

After six years
away from the

place they called
home for nineteen,
David and Linda
Evans are returning
to Austin to assume
new roles in the
Office of Institu-
tional Advancement
at Austin Seminary. 

David M.
Evans has been
appointed director
of Seminary rela-
tions, and Linda J.
Evans will become director of development, effective August 1. David is cur-
rently pastor of Parkway Presbyterian Church in Corpus Christi, Texas. He
has been deeply involved with Austin Seminary since returning to his native
Texas in 1978 to be the organizing pastor of Shepherd of the Hills
Presbyterian Church in Austin. David has supervised sixteen interns in the
Seminary’s Supervised Practice of Ministry program and has regularly led
seminars for senior students and team-taught courses in the Seminary cur-
riculum.

David graduated from Stephen F. Austin State University in
Nacogdoches, received the M.Div from Princeton Theological Seminary and
the D.Min. from McCormick Theological Seminary. After seminary he served
as associate pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Annapolis, Maryland,
and as pastor of Grace Presbyterian Church in Lanham, Maryland.

For the past six years, Linda Evans has been director of church relations
at the Presbyterian Pan American School in Kingsville, Texas. At the Pan
American School, Linda helped build relationships that led to increased finan-
cial support including scholarships from churches, pastors, agencies, and gov-
erning bodies throughout the Synod of the Sun. She holds a B.A. in elemen-
tary education from Stephen F. Austin University. Prior to their move to south
Texas, Linda served Austin Seminary for six years (1991-97) as associate for
Seminary relations.

Linda’s new role will entail cultivating and soliciting major gifts from
individuals, churches, and foundations. David will have overall responsibility
for alumni/ae and church relations. He will be assisted by Georgia Smith
who, on the staff since 1996, is the new coordinator for alumni/ae relations
while Call Director Rachel Goree will assume the administrative functions
for the Office of Institutional Advancement.

“We are delighted to welcome David and Linda, who bring to their new
roles excellent qualifications, skills, and most importantly, a genuine love for
Austin Seminary,” says Tim Kubatzky, vice president for institutional
advancement.
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New trustees elected
Austin Seminary’s Board of Trustees
welcomes three new members.

George Cladis (DMin’96) is
pastor of Westminster Presbyterian
Church in Oklahoma City. The
author of Leading the
Team-Based Church
(Jossey-Bass, 1999),
he is a board member
for the HEB Founda-
tion’s TheHighCall-
ing.com ministry, is
on the Princeton Seminary’s Presi-
dent’s Advisory Board, a pastor-the-
ologian at Princeton’s Center for
Theological Inquiry, and on the
board of the Presbyterian Outreach
Foundation. He and his wife,
Martha, are parents of three chil-
dren.

Catherine Lowry is the pro-
gram coordinator of the Information
Technology Program at the Universi-
ty of Arkansas at Lit-
tle Rock. She is an
active elder at Second
Presbyterian Church
in Little Rock and
serves on the steering
committee for the
capital campaign. She has two chil-
dren including her son, Robert, a
2001 graduate of Austin Seminary.

Blair Monie is pastor / head of
staff at Preston Hollow Presbyterian
Church, Dallas, Texas. He is a
trustee at Schreiner
College,  a member of
the President’s Min-
istry Forum at Prince-
ton Theological Sem-
inary, and a member
of the President’s
Advisory Council at Austin College.
He has chaired the Congregational
Ministries Division of the Presbyter-
ian Church (U.S.A.). He and his
wife, Cindy, have two daughters and
one grandchild.
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Austin Seminary Professor of
Church History Ellen

Babinsky was inaugurated as full
professor in a service of worship in
the Robert M. Shelton Chapel on
Wednesday, April 9, 2003. 

In her fifteen years at Austin
Seminary, Professor Babinsky has
contributed to the classroom her
expertise in the early, medieval,
Reformation, and modern periods
of church history, particularly in the
areas of medieval heresy and
Christian mysticism. With her inau-
gural address, “Christological
Transformation in Marguerite
Porete’s Mirror of Simple Souls,”
Babinsky offered some new reflec-
tions on the 13th-century French
mystical text she studied as a doc-
toral student at the University of
Chicago—particularly, how the
human soul is transformed by the
image of Jesus Christ and how
Porete’s provocative text seeks to
transform its reader. 

Also participating in the service

of inauguration were Board of
Trustees Chair Elizabeth Currie
Williams, Trustee Max R.
Sherman, Professors J. Andrew
Dearman, Cynthia L. Rigby, Scott
Black Johnston, and Lewis R.
Donelson, Director of Chapel
Music Kevin D. McClure, and
President Theodore J. Wardlaw.

Babinsky joined the Austin
Seminary faculty in 1988. An
ordained minister in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), she is
the author of several articles,
reviews, and papers, as well as her
own translation of and introduction
to Porete’s “Mirror of Simple Souls,”
published in the Classics of Western
Spirituality series. Babinsky has
done considerable work in the area
of ecumenical relations, recently
participating in a World Alliance of
Reformed Churches consultation at
the Vatican on indulgences. She is
moderator of the General
Assembly’s Committee on
Ecumenical Relations.

Babinsky is newest full professor

President Wardlaw celebrates with Professor Babinsky after the Service of Inauguration.

Stotts honored at
General Assembly

The Committee on Theological
Education of the Presbyterian

Church (U.S.A.) has honored
Austin Seminary President Emeritus
Jack Leven Stotts with its Award for
Excellence in Theological
Education. The award, established
in 1996, celebrates “individuals who
have made distinctive contributions
to and demonstrated excellence in
theological education in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).”
Stotts is the fifth recipient of the
reward, joining a list of theological
luminaries that includes, among
others, Austin Seminary Research
Professor C. Ellis Nelson.

Jack Stotts was Austin
Seminary’s president and professor
of Christian ethics from 1985-1996,
and prior to that appointment was
president of McCormick
Theological Seminary. When the
northern and southern branches of
the Presbyterian Church merged in
1983 to form the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), Stotts was chosen
to co-chair the special committee
that wrote a Brief Statement of Faith
for the reunited church.

Stotts was publicly recognized
at the denomination’s General
Assembly meeting in Denver,
Colorado, in June. “Jack Stotts has
given forty years of his life to the
ministry of theological education
and to the life and vitality of the
Presbyterian Church. He is known
across the denomination as an out-
standing teacher and preacher,”
remarked Cynthia Campbell, presi-
dent of McCormick Theological
Seminary and former professor at
Austin Seminary, who presented the
award. “For all that he has done to
build up the people of God, we are
deeply grateful.”

FACULTY NEWS
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IN BRIEF
Professor of Pastoral Theology
Michael Jinkins will present a paper,
“The Prophet Isaiah, Isaiah Berlin,
and the Incoherence of the Utopian
Ideal,” at Cambridge University in
July for the International Meeting of
the Society of Biblical Literature.
Over the summer he will also be
doing final edits on his book Chris-
tianity, Tolerance, and Pluralism for
Routledge Press and will begin A Let-
ter to New Pastors for Eerdmans.

An article by David Jensen, assistant
professor of Reformed theology,
“Playful Fathering: The Burden and
Promise of Horace Bushnell’s Christ-
ian Nurture,” appears in the June
issue of the journal Fathering.

Timothy D. Lincoln, director of the
Stitt Library, has been elected to the
board of directors of the American
Theological Library Association
(ATLA). More than 150 theological
schools in Canada and the United
States are institutional members of
the organization, which provides
indexing tools to theological
resources and a professional forum
for seminary librarians.

Cynthia Rigby, W. C. Brown Asso-
ciate Professor of Theology, was the
keynote speaker at the Mo-Ranch
Women’s Conference, May 27-June
1. Her theme was “Hearing the
Silenced, Claiming the Broken, Join-
ing the Wise: The Unnamed Women
of the Bible.”

Associate Professor of Old Testament
Kathryn Roberts was a delegate to
the 197th session of the General
Synod of the Reformed Church in
America where she began her tenure
as moderator of the Synod’s Com-
mission on Theology. She also
attended a meeting of the Lenox Col-
loquium, a gathering of Old Testa-
ment colleagues.

We’d like to tell
all about it, but…

Before leaving Austin to
assume his new position
at Bethany Theological
Seminary, Professor
Steve Reid was inter-
viewed in Shelton
Chapel by the History
Channel for the series,
“Forbidden Books of
the Bible.” The series
will air in 2004.

Cole called to fill position
in pastoral care
Austin Seminary is pleased to

announce the latest addition to its
faculty, Assistant Professor of Pastoral
Care Allan Hugh Cole Jr.

Cole comes to Austin Seminary
from Massapequa, New York, where he
was senior minister of the Massapequa
Reformed Church. Since January 2001,
Cole has also served as visiting lecturer
in pastoral theology at Princeton
Theological Seminary. Previously, Cole
served churches in Schaghticoke and
Glenwood Landing, New York, was a
vocational counselor at Northeast
Career and Counseling Center,
Princeton, New Jersey, and was supervising researcher at the AIDS Institute
of New York.

Professor Cole holds degrees from Davidson College, Columbia
University, and Princeton Theological Seminary. Cole has published a num-
ber of articles in Pastoral Psychology and other professional journals. He is a
member of the Society for Pastoral Theology and is a Certified Social Worker
in New York. Cole’s teaching interests include pastoral theology, pastoral care
and counseling, psychology of religion, practical theology, and congregation-
al care.

“Allan fulfilled our expectations in every area of the search,” says Associate
Professor of Liturgics Stanley R. Hall, who chaired the committee that called
Cole. “He’s a fine young scholar with a breadth of interest and pastoral expe-
rience, and shows strong promise for teaching and research in his field, and as
a colleague.”
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2003-2004
CONTINUING EDUCATION

August 11-15 Stan Hall
“Presbyterian Worship”

October 9 David Johnson 
& Cynthia Rigby

“Proclaiming Advent”
October 13-15 Barbara Miller

“Spiritual Formation: 
Personal and Congregational”

October 20-21 Steven Fleming
“Financial Planning: 

Getting in Shape, Fiscally!”
January 5-9, 2004 David Jensen

“Reformed Theology for
Christian Educators”

February 5 “Lenten Lessons”
March 1-3 Jim Graham

“Pre-Retirement Seminar:
Growing Into Tomorrow”

March 22-24 Ann Weems
“Faith in Writing”

SPIRITUAL FORMATION

September 11-14, 2003

Immersion Weekend
Sept. 28-Oct. 2 Whit Bodman

“Pilgrimage: Journey 
of Discovery”

November 2-6 Ellen Babinsky
& David Johnson

“Reformed Spirituality”
February 12-15, 2004

Immersion Weekend
April 22-25 Corinne Ware

“How to Nurture Spiritual
Formation in the
Congregation”

May 6-9 Ben Campbell Johnson
“Listening to the 

God Who Speaks”

OTHER EVENTS

October 12-13, 2003

SCRAPCE Annual Meeting
March 15-19, 2004

Interim Pastor Training

Have you heard of this summer’s
campaign, “What would Jesus

drive?” One rogue claims it had to
be a Honda because the disciples
“were all in one Accord.”

They were of one accord. We
know from the Book of Acts that
they were of one heart and soul, so
much so that they pooled not only
their efforts but also their resources,
to accomplish their common pur-
pose of spreading the Gospel. When
people are moved by the Spirit to
come together for a common cause,
things happen!

There are aspects of life at
Austin Seminary that reflect the dis-
ciples’ decisions for the early church.
The Spirit-led people who give gen-
erously to keep the work of the
Seminary going have found in
Austin Seminary an institution that
shares their beliefs and hopes.

In fact, the more our friends
learn about theological education in
general, and Austin Seminary in
particular, the more enthusiastic
they become about their support.
Most often, their growing under-

standing comes from being around
alumni/ae, or listening to faculty
preach or teach in church, or
through published resources like
Windows, Insights, or www.austin-
seminary.edu.

Learning more about each other
allows us to discover that we share a
common hope: that every believer,
throughout the wide diversity of the
church, can live and grow in a
healthy congregation that is served
and led by a minister or ministers
who are thoroughly educated and
equipped for the role.

When we are “on the same
page” with respect to educating pas-
tors, the pooling of resources almost
becomes second nature and an easy
decision, whether that support is a
scholarship gift or encouraging
words to a prospective M.Div. stu-
dent. Your support is appreciated as
the vitally important sustenance
that it is. Thank you for being “of
one accord” with Austin Seminary!

Timothy Kubatzky
Vice President for Institutional

Advancement

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

On “Scholarship Day,” April 29, donors met with students who benefit from scholarship
giving: Homer Goering, representing Hope Presbyterian Church, Austin, and Julia
Nance (Junior-Shreveport, Louisiana) share a conversation and a meal.

Support for a common cause



CLASS NOTES

1970s
Following their success with Being
Presbyterian in the Bible Belt,
Theodore “Ted” V. Foote
(MDiv’79) and P. Alex Thornburg
(MDiv’90) have penned Being
Disciples of Jesus in a Dot.Com
World: A Theological Survival Guide
for Youth, Adults, and Other
Confused Christians, published in
February 2003, by Westminster
John Knox Press.

1990s
P. Alex Thornburg (MDiv’90)
See above

David C. Schreffler (MDiv’96)
married Lynne Jimenez on April
26, 2003.

NECROLOGY
John H. Brannon (MDiv’52) Bryan, Texas, January 2, 2003

Edwin S. Cole (MDiv’59) Kerrville, Texas, June 3, 2003

George T. Faison (MDiv’50) Atlanta, Texas, April 28, 2003

Donald Price Huey (MDiv’61) Galena, Ohio, February 18, 2003

Thomas P. Lovett (MDiv’50) Seguin, Texas, June 11, 2003

Richard E. Stone (MDiv’57) Austin, Texas, January 31, 2003

WELCOME…
To Brittany Elizabeth Cranton, daughter of Christi and Jeff Cranton
(MDiv’99) born June 20, 2003.

To Charis K’Laine and Jeremy James Miles, daughter and son of Stessa
and Matthew Miles (MDiv’99), born June 9, 2003.

To Leah Katherine Schwarz, daughter of Monica and Karl Schwarz
(MDiv’99), born May 2, 2003.

To Nicole Delicia Barnes, daughter of Dency and Stephen Barnes
(MA’00), born March 30, 2003.

To Caden Nathaniel Seiferth, son of Peter (MDiv’01) and Lori
Seiferth (MA’01), born December 6, 2003.

To Brynn Elise Seaman, daughter of Shauna and Darin Seaman
(MDiv’02), born May 19, 2003.

ALUMNI/AE NEWS

2000s
Blake E. Brinegar (MDiv’01) mar-
ried Selena Marie Martin (senior-
Houston) on June 7, 2003.

Tracey E. Huff (MDiv’03) married
William D. Cravy on June 14,
2003.

“Beatitudes to Peace,” a sermon by
Kennetha Bigham-Tsai
(MDiv’03),
was the winner
of the “Peace
Sermon of the
Year” award
given by West
Michigan
Annual
Conference of
the United
Methodist Church.

The envelope, please…
The Austin Seminary Association is
seeking nominations for the 2004
ASA Awards for Service. If you wish
to nominate an Austin Seminary
alumnus/a, please write a letter of
recommendation describing his or
her distinguished service to the
Seminary or the church and mail it
to David Evans, director of semi-
nary relations (we’ll hold it ’til he
gets here). Your suggestion must be
received by September 19. Winners
of the award will be honored at the
2004 Association’s Annual Banquet
and Meeting following Midwinter
Lectures.

2004 MidWinter Lectures 
and reunions
Graduates from the Classes of
1954, 1964, 1984, 1994, and
1999 will meet during MidWinter
Lectures, February 2-4, 2004, on
the Austin Seminary campus. The
2004 Lecturers will include Carol
Newsom and Gordon Lathrop.

Theological Education
Sunday is September 21
Please call Georgia Smith at 1-800-
777-6127 or 512-472-6736 to
schedule a student, faculty member,
or administrator to deliver a sermon
or minute for mission about the
importance of theological education
to your congregation. Don’t wait,
last year, fifty-three churches partic-
ipated!

Our camera put on 10 years
(instead of 10 pounds!)

Apologies to the members of the
reunion groups whose graduation
years were misidentified in the
Spring 2003 issue of Windows.
The classes represented were
actually 1953 and 1963.



WINDOWS
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary
100 East 27th Street, Austin, Texas 78705-5797

Address Service Requested

Non Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Austin, Texas

Permit No. 2473

Summer 2003

Commencement 2003

Austin Seminary graduates
savor the day they’ve
anticipated through Hebrew
classes, theology papers,
internships, and ordination
exams: (clockwise from top left)
Sharon Bryant, Deborah
Youngblood, Reed Jaboro,
Eneyas Freitas, Matthew Morse
(foreground), and Tracey Huff.


